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Media Fact Sheet 
 
The World Economic Forum is an independent international organization committed to improving 
the state of the world by engaging business, political, academic and other leaders of society to 
shape global, regional and industry agendas. The World Economic Forum encourages businesses, 
governments and civil society to commit to improving the state of the world by helping stakeholders 
meet key challenges such as building sustained economic growth, mitigating global risks, 
promoting health for all, improving social welfare and fostering environmental sustainability. 
Incorporated as a not-for-profit foundation in 1971 and headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, the 
Forum is tied to no political, partisan or national interests (www.weforum.org). 
 
The World Economic Forum on Africa will be held for the first time in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
Ethiopia is the second most populous country in sub-Saharan Africa and a prime example of the 
continent’s fast-growing economies. Home to the African Union and the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa, Addis Ababa will offer an exceptional opportunity to bring together global 
and pan-African leaders to shape the region’s transformation. 
 
In 2012, Africa’s projected growth rate of 6% will be driven by improved macroeconomic and 
political stability, an ongoing resource boom and a growing consumer base. In addition, deepening 
links to fast-growing emerging economies and an increasing appetite of global and regional 
champions for long-term investments in Africa’s frontier markets are fuelling a renewed optimism 
about the continent’s future. At the same time, resource price volatility, youth unemployment, food 
insecurity and the adverse effects of climate change remain important challenges. Strengthening 
Africa’s leadership, accelerating investment in its frontier markets and scaling innovation will be 
essential in transforming Africa’s growth story into shared opportunities for present and future 
generations. 
 
The Co-Chairs of the World Economic Forum on Africa 2012 
 
• Kofi Annan, Chairman, Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) and the Africa 

Progress Panel (APP), Switzerland 
• Gao Xiqing, President and Vice-Chairman, China Investment Corporation (CIC), People’s 

Republic of China 
• Bekele Geleta, Secretary-General, International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies (IFRC), Geneva 
• Monhla Hlahla, Chairperson, Industrial Development Corporation of South Africa Ltd (IDC), 

South Africa 
• Donald Kaberuka, President, African Development Bank (AfDB), Tunisia 
• Doug McMillon, President and Chief Executive Officer, Wal-Mart International, Wal-Mart 

Stores, USA 
• Tidjane Thiam, Group Chief Executive, Prudential, United Kingdom 
 
Who Will Participate? 
 
• More than 700 participants from over 70 countries 
• More than 500 business leaders 
• 90 public figures including 8 heads of state or government 

http://www.weforum.org/
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• 61 Global Growth Company participants 
• More than 35 media leaders 
• More than 70 young leaders from our Young Global Leaders and Global Shaper 
 communities 
 
The World Economic Forum engages participants in specific communities 
committed to improving the state of the world through public-private partnerships: 
 
Strategic Infrastructure: African Context 
Given the crucial role that infrastructure investment and development plays in Africa’s transformation, the 
Infrastructure & Urban Development Industries community is holding two private meetings: “Strategic 
Infrastructure: African Context” and “Strategic Infrastructure Breakfast”. The meetings will convene members 
of the G20 High Level Panel (HLP) on Infrastructure, the private sector (including the Investors community), 
civil society and multilateral development banks to discuss the steps to prioritize, invest and deliver 
infrastructure effectively and efficiently. 
 
The sessions will build on the work of the Cannes G20 HLP and the World Economic Forum’s Strategic 
Infrastructure Initiative, which aims to provide an actionable framework to catalyse action to resolve some of 
the most challenging aspects of infrastructure development. The sessions will have an African focus, looking 
at the five regional and pan-regional HLP exemplary projects, other investment opportunities and the 
requirements in terms of particular countries’ infrastructure readiness. The World Economic Forum on Africa 
will serve as the platform to launch the Africa Strategic Infrastructure Task Force. A comprehensive report 
entitled Strategic Infrastructure: Steps to Prioritize and Deliver Infrastructure will also be presented. This 
session will draw on the Forum’s Green Investing Initiative that catalyses innovative financing for green 
infrastructure. 
 
The Infrastructure & Urban Development Industries community aims to serve as a forward thinking, valuable 
and internationally recognized ally for Industry Members and constituents. To learn more or arrange a 
meeting with one of the Partners, please contact Hanseul Kim, Community Manager, Infrastructure & Urban 
Development Industries, at hanseul.kim@weforum.org. 
 
Green Investing Initiative 
Emerging economies are forecast to represent over 60% of global GDP by 2030. On the African continent, 
this growth and development potential is driving strong demand for new infrastructure in the areas of energy, 
water, transportation, agriculture and the urban environment. With an estimated market size of US$ 93 billion 
a year of investment in infrastructure within the next decade, this offers significant growth opportunities for 
developing economies. To meet these opportunities, an efficient, low-carbon and durable infrastructure is 
required to minimize exposure to environmental and sustainability risks and maximize economic resilience. 
Comprehensive national investment programmes in clean energy, energy efficiency, water management, 
climate-resilient agriculture, smart grids and low-carbon transport systems are already helping to achieve 
these objectives. The Green Investing Initiative draws on the Forum’s Strategic Infrastructure Initiative that 
proposes ways to prioritize and deliver infrastructure development plans in emerging economies. 
 
This interest in making a “green growth” transition creates a new opportunity for investment. The ability to 
leverage the available public funding by attracting significant private investment into these new opportunities 
for green investment is crucial. The Green Investing Initiative is supporting the effort to address this issue in 
the water, agriculture and clean energy sectors. The Initiative aims to identify and incubate models for 
effective public-private partnerships and explore what financial frameworks could be deployed to effectively 
blend public and private sector capital. It currently does so by working in India, Chile and in Kenya.  
 
For more information on the Green Investing Initiative and the activities at the 2012 World Economic Forum 
on Africa, please contact Brindusa Fidanza, Associate Director, Deputy Head Climate Change Initiatives, 
World Economic Forum, at brindusa.fidanza@weforum.org. 
 
A New Paradigm for Water-led Growth 
The private session “Closing the Water Gap – A New Paradigm for Water-led Growth” will examine the 
progress of a strategic partnership between the South Africa Department of Water Affairs and the Water 
Resources Group. Launched at the 2011 World Economic Forum on Africa, this innovative collaboration and 
its three private sector-led task forces are jointly developing project ideas and recommendations to tackle 
three critical priorities before projected water demand outstrips available water supply and constrains growth. 
 
Edna Molewa, Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs of South Africa and Chairperson of the African 
Ministerial Council on Water, has expressed a desire to build on this experience to coordinate a regional 
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approach and to develop public-private-expert collaborations. The private meeting will therefore bring 
together existing partners and interested stakeholders to accelerate progress and explore the potential for a 
regional or multi-country initiative. 
 
The WRG is an innovative and neutral public-private platform for collaboration on water. It engages in fact-
based, analytical approaches and establishes the in-country capacity to help governments catalyse 
sustainable and comprehensive water sector transformation to support their economic growth aspirations. 
The WRG has been working in South Africa in partnership with the government and is looking to extend the 
support to other interested states in 2012. 
 
To learn more, arrange an interview or meet with one of the Partners, please contact Alex Mung, Associate 
Director, Head of Water Initiative, at alex.mung@weforum.org. 
 
Mineral Development in Africa 
The World Economic Forum launched the Responsible Mineral Development Initiative (RMDI) in 2010. It 
started by asking a global range of stakeholders to identify the key challenges of responsible mineral 
development. It asked what works, what does not, where discontent and frustration most commonly arise, 
and where improvements can occur. The report from Phase I outlined what the stakeholders see as the 
sector’s common concerns and challenges. In its second phase, throughout 2011, the RMDI sought both a 
deeper understanding of the challenges and constructive, practical responses to them. In the report from 
Phase 2, a number of actions supported by ongoing initiatives and case studies are proposed to address the 
previously identified challenges. 
 
In the context of the key actions to advance mineral development identified in the second phase of the 
initiative, the objective of the session in Addis Ababa will be to discuss the implementation of these key 
actions in the African context and to explore opportunities of further collaboration between the Forum and 
relevant stakeholders. 
 
To learn more, arrange an interview or meet with one of the Partners, please contact Guido Battaglia, 
Community Manager, Mining and Metals Industry, at guido.battaglia@weforum.org. 
 
Improving Ethiopia’s Competitiveness  
At the forefront of the World Economic Forum on Africa, the Forum’s Centre for Competitiveness and 
Performance, in collaboration with Danida’s Africa Commission, will host a workshop on improving Ethiopia’s 
competitiveness on Wednesday 9 May, 11.30 - 15.30, based on the findings of the Global Competitiveness 
Report 2011-2012. 
In the latest Global Competitiveness Report, Ethiopia ranks 106th out of 142 economies. Ethiopia has a 
number of strengths to build on, such as its institutions, labour market and macroeconomic environment as 
well as its large market size. However, Ethiopia demonstrates weaknesses in a number of areas, which 
require attention to move the country to a higher competitiveness level. These include low educational 
attainment, underdeveloped infrastructure, low uptake of new technologies and its financial market 
development. 
 
This workshop will bring together leaders from the business sector, policy-makers and development experts 
to discuss the best way forward for improving Ethiopia’s competitiveness. 
For more information, please contact Ciara Browne, Associate Director, Centre for Global Competitiveness 
and Performance, at ciara.browne@weforum.org. 
 
Emerging Best Practices of Chinese Globalizers: The Corporate Global Citizenship Challenge 
The World Economic Forum, in partnership with the Boston Consulting Group (BCG), has launched a new 
report on 13 March 2012, Emerging Best Practices of Chinese Globalizers: The Corporate Global Citizenship 
Challenge, to better understand corporate global citizenship practices of Chinese companies. The report 
highlights 10 practices of leading Chinese international companies. The report aims to spur further learning 
and sharing of experiences, with the goal of making the best practices of some companies the standard 
practices of many Chinese corporations, as well as of newcomers from other emerging markets.  
For more information and the full text of the report, please visit www.weforum.org/chineseglobalizers. 
 
Community of Global Growth Companies (GGC)  
The community comprises over 330 high-growth companies from more than 60 countries, which have the 
potential to drive economic and social change (www.weforum.org/ggc). 
 
Grow Africa Investment Forum 

mailto:alex.mung@weforum.org
https://members.weforum.org/documents/ip/MM/AM11/RMDI_FinalReport_20-01-2011.pdf
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_MM_Report_2011.pdf
mailto:guido.battaglia@weforum.org
mailto:ciara.browne@weforum.org
http://www.weforum.org/chineseglobalizers
http://www.weforum.org/ggc
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On 9 May 2012, the World Economic Forum’s New Vision for Agriculture initiative, together with the African 
Union and NEPAD, will co-host the Grow Africa Investment Forum, a unique event gathering 200 
participants in Addis Ababa ahead of the World Economic Forum on Africa. The meeting will engage high-
level leaders of government, the global and African private sector, farmer organizations, civil society and 
experts in a shared effort to increase sustainable investment in African agriculture. Seven countries will 
present their agricultural strategies outlining priorities for public and private sector investment, to be 
discussed and developed with participants in the event. 
 
The Grow Africa Partnership is convened by the African Union Commission, NEPAD Agency, and the World 
Economic Forum’s New Vision for Agriculture initiative. The Partnership engages governments, development 
agencies, the private sector and other stakeholders to support African countries in taking a public-private 
approach to sustainable agricultural growth. To date, participating countries include: Tanzania and 
Mozambique (both “champions” with pioneering public-private approaches already underway), Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Rwanda, Ghana, and Burkina Faso. For more information, please contact Lisa Dreier, Director, 
Food Security and Development Initiatives at Lisa.Dreier@weforum.org 
 
Better Health as Key to African Development 
Every year, African economies lose billions of dollars from lost productivity due to illness and disease. How 
to offer affordable healthcare, how to improve the delivery of health services and how to promote prevention 
are therefore preeminent questions that need to be answered to generate economic development and 
growth in Africa. The World Economic Forum on Africa will raise awareness and facilitate debate on these 
questions in the “Creating Wealth through Better Health” session. Participants will explore how healthcare 
innovations can be replicated and scaled for greater impact. 
 
The World Economic Forum Health programme aims to raise awareness, facilitate dialogue, formulate new 
ideas and catalyse action in the creation of health by highlighting the role of all sectors in health, and in the 
creation of solutions to tackle illness. In both areas of this framework, i.e. the creation of health (promotion of 
health and prevention) and access to healthcare, current drivers and trends are determining the new 
landscape for the health community. In concert with Forum Partners, “Health at the Forum” is conducting 
projects in areas such as raising awareness for the creation of health and prevention of disease at the 
workplace through the Workplace Wellness Alliance, addressing the financial sustainability of health 
systems, and understanding the impact of digital health. 
 
To learn more, arrange an interview or meet with one of the Partners, please contact Gary Phillips, Head of 
Healthcare Industries, at gary.phillips@weforum.org. 
 
Innovation, Impact and Governance: Finding a Balance for Africa’s Digital Economy 
The 2012 World Economic Forum on Africa will convene a number of global leaders from the ICT sector, 
government and civil society to identify ways to more effectively leverage Africa’s digital communications 
platform for transformational change. With hundreds of millions of sub-Saharan Africans having access to the 
global communications platform, ensuring that it is fully leveraged for social and economic growth is a top 
priority. 
Participants will focus on a number of vital questions: What are the means and mechanisms to ensure that 
Africa’s mobile platform is accessible, interoperable and innovative? How can it be ensured that shared risks 
and uncertainties are proportionately and effectively addressed by all stakeholders? What are the 
mechanisms of cross-jurisdictional governance in a hyperconnected Africa? How can positive social and 
economic impact be ensured at the individual level in the areas of education, finance and health?  
These key insights will be applied and discussed in the context of the Forum’s Grow Africa Summit. As the 
impact and value of ICT in addressing the challenges of food security become more widely recognized, it is 
important that the key insights and use cases are broadly shared among all stakeholders. In particular, one 
of the key topics to be discussed is how the real-time, personal data generated by mobile phones can be 
incorporated into the collective and shared commons of open data. 
Driving this discussion will be members of the World Economic Forum’s IT and Telecommunications Industry 
Partner community, the Global Agenda Council on ICT, the Technology Pioneers community, the Young 
Global Leaders and Global Shapers communities and many other individuals with insights and ability to drive 
impact and positive change. 
To learn more, please contact William Hoffman, Head, Telecommunications Industry, at 
william.hoffman@weforum.org. 
 

http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_CO_AFB_IndustryProjectOverview.pdf
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/IP/2012/NVA/WEF_NVA_Grow_Africa_Brochure.pdf
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Social Media - Useful Media Links 

 
Follow this year’s meeting online at http://wef.ch/africa2012 
 
View photos from the 2011 World Economic Forum on Africa at http://wef.ch/africapics2011 
 
Watch live webcasts of the sessions on Livestream at http://wef.ch/live 
 
Watch the sessions on YouTube at http://wef.ch/youtube 
 
Become a fan of the Forum on Facebook at http://wef.ch/facebook 
 
Follow the Forum on Twitter at http://wef.ch/twitter and http://wef.ch/livetweet 
 
Listen to the Forum Podcast at http://wef.ch/podcast 
 
Read the Forum Blog at http://wef.ch/blog 
 
Read Forum reports on Scribd at http://wef.ch/scribd 
 
Follow the meeting on iPhone at http://wef.ch/app 
 
Upcoming Forum events at http://wef.ch/events 
 
Subscribe to Forum news releases at http://wef.ch/news 
 
Connect with the Forum at http://wef.ch/connect 
 
Follow the One Year One Change campaign. The Forum is asking the public: "What change do you want to see in 
Africa by 2013?" Follow the campaign online and participants responding to ideas submitted by the public at 
http://wef.ch/1y1c . The Forum is seeking people's opinions from around the world on their vision of Africa's future. 
Translating public ideas into actionable change will be a core part of the agenda at the World Economic Forum on 
Africa 
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