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Wednesday 3 June

07.30 - 21.30
CTICC - Registration Area

registration

Registration Opens

08.00 - 22.00
The Westin Cape Town - Meeting Rooms

private events

Private Industry and 
Constituent Meetings
Please refer to your personal agenda for 
invitations to private events.

10.00 - 11.15
Southern Sun Cape Sun Hotel - Ballroom

community conversation/1

Entrepreneurship: Your 
Career?
Job prospects can be bleak for young people in 
Africa but, in recent years, the fast pace of 
technological change and Africa’s growing 
market have provided more opportunities than 
ever for young entrepreneurs. How can Africa’s 
youth take ownership of their future by creating 
their own jobs? 

- How can entrepreneurship solve Africa’s socio-
economic challenges?
- What are some of the existing opportunities 
and challenges for entrepreneurs in Africa?
- What skills are needed to become an 
entrepreneur and how can they be developed?

This session will engage the local community by 
bringing together students from local schools 
and universities.
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Wednesday 3 June

11.45 - 13.00
Southern Sun Cape Sun Hotel - Ballroom

community conversation/2

Leadership: Trusting the 
Future?
Africa faces significant socio-economic 
challenges, yet citizens’ expectations are high. 
It’s easy to be cynical about leaders and 
institutions while bemoaning the lack of 
progress. What role can the younger generation 
play in creating an open, just and prosperous 
society?

- What can we learn from Africa’s leadership 
story?
- What are the biggest challenges Africa faces 
with leadership today? How can they be 
resolved?
- How can the next generation of leaders enable 
Africa to fulfil its potential?

This session will engage the local community by 
bringing together students from local schools 
and universities.

18.15 - 19.30
The Westin Cape Town - Ballroom

welcome reception

Welcome Reception

Hosted by Brand South Africa

Join the Welcome Reception in honour of all 
participants in the World Economic Forum on 
Africa.
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Thursday 4 June

09.00 - 10.00
CTICC - Polokwane

new solutions/mobile technology

Africa's Mobile 
Technology
With 3.4 billion mobile phone subscribers, what 
are the most desirable outcomes from the 
mobile expansion for citizens? 

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Sharing best broadband extension partnership 
models
- Understanding mobile consumers as co-
creators in new industries
- Innovating civic services on mobile

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record.

09.00 - 10.00
CTICC - eThekwini

governance

Safeguarding Africa's 
Democratic Dividend
What further reforms are needed to strengthen 
good governance?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Upholding free and fair elections
- Deepening anti-corruption drives
- Strengthening public service delivery

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record.

09.00 - 10.00
CTICC - Tshwane

bbc/informal economy

Informal Is the New 
Normal
How can Africa alleviate youth unemployment 
by addressing the informal sector?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Unleashing entrepreneurial dynamism
- Boosting access to capital
- Emphasizing social protection and decent 
wages

This session was developed in partnership with 
the BBC.

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

As this session is televised, please arrive 15 
minutes before the start. The door will be closed 
at the scheduled time. This session is on the 
record and webcast live.
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Thursday 4 June

09.00 - 10.00
CTICC - Mangaung

wsj/capital markets

Where Next for Africa's 
Frontier Markets?
African frontier markets attract about 1% of 
global private equity flows. How can the region’s 
capital markets deepen and broaden?

Dimensions to be addressed: 
- Integrating and harmonizing cross-border 
market regulation
- Increasing long-term corporate and 
government bonds
- Advancing initial public offering activity

This session was developed in partnership with 
The Wall Street Journal.

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English 

As this session is televised, please arrive 15 
minutes before the start. The door will be closed 
at the scheduled time. This session is on the 
record and webcast live.

09.00 - 10.00
CTICC - Thinking Ahead

data revolution

Data Revolution

How will Africa’s countries bridge data gaps to 
achieve the sustainable development goals?

Dimensions to be addressed: 
- Facilitating public-private cooperation for open 
data
- Increasing real-time access to accurate data
- Strengthening national and regional statistical 
systems

09.00 - 10.30
CTICC - Mthatha

cities

Designing Smarter Cities
How can cities be designed to be more liveable, 
inclusive and sustainable?

Session objectives:
- Promote importance of urban planning
- Develop green strategies for pollution
- Rethink traffic gridlock
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Thursday 4 June

09.00 - 10.30
CTICC - Mbombela

risks and resilience

Building Resilience to 
Global Risks
How can African businesses and governments 
build resilience to systemic shocks?

Session objectives:
- Identify global risks with the most impact on 
Africa
- Forecast future scenarios
- Determine actions to build resilience

10.15 - 10.45
CTICC - Networking Area

community break

Community Break

11.00 - 12.00
CTICC - Tshwane

future of africa

Back to the Future: An 
Intergenerational 
Dialogue
The world's youngest continent is now the 
fastest-growing region, yet poverty persists, job 
creation is slow and inequality is rising. Learning 
from the past 25 years, what investments can 
today's leaders make in order to transform 
Africa's youth over the next 25 years?

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record and webcast live.
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Thursday 4 June

12.00 - 12.15
CTICC - Tshwane

social entrepreneur award

Africa Social 
Entrepreneurs of the Year 
Award Ceremony
The Schwab Foundation announces the 2015 
Africa Social Entrepreneurs of the Year from 
different sectors and countries across the 
region.

Simultaneous interpretation in English and 
French

This session is on the record and webcast live.

12.00 - 13.30
CTICC - Networking Area

community lunch

Community Lunch

Hosted by Zenith Bank

13.15 - 14.45
CTICC - Mthatha

digital transformation

Make or Break: 
Leapfrogging to Africa’s 
Digital Future
How can Africa seize the opportunity to digitize 
its industries and organizations?

Session objectives:
- Identify digital trends impacting industries and 
sectors
- Explore opportunities for new business models 
and markets
- Prioritize key barriers and risks

This session is linked to the Digital 
Transformation of Industries initiative at the 
Forum.
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Thursday 4 June

13.15 - 14.45
CTICC - Mbombela

industrializing africa

Industrializing Africa
What is driving manufacturing growth in Africa?

Session objectives:
- Examine developing value corridors
- Explore lowering the cost of transport, energy 
and talent
- Learn about creating regional and global 
brands

13.30 - 14.30
CTICC - Mangaung

healthcare system

Ebola: Learning from the 
Crisis
What lessons and new approaches can be 
learned from the Ebola epidemic to prepare 
Africa for future health challenges?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Addressing system failure
- Building community-level resilience
- Enabling private-sector responses

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record and webcast live.

13.30 - 14.30
CTICC - Tshwane

redesigning development financing

Catalysing Capital for 
Africa
How can we finance inclusive growth and 
prosperity in Africa? 

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Enabling the investment environment
- Blending finance across industries
- De-risking new market opportunities

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record and webcast live.
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Thursday 4 June

13.30 - 14.30
CTICC - Thinking Ahead

blue economy

Launching the Blue 
Economy
Africa's bodies of water, comprising its blue 
economy, are three times the size of its land 
mass. What actions are needed to drive the 
sustainable management of the oceans, seas 
and lakes?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Unlocking growth and employment 
opportunities 
- Managing maritime trade and security
- Ensuring environmental sustainability and 
integrity

This session is on the record.

13.30 - 14.30
CTICC - Polokwane

new solutions/steamd

Africa STEAMD: 
Powering Innovation in 
Africa
How can the interplay between STEM, arts and 
design drive an innovation renaissance in 
Africa?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Supporting new funding models
- Strengthening intellectual property rights
- Incorporating creative minds into business

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English 

This session is on the record.

13.30 - 14.30
CTICC - eThekwini

future of water

The Future of Water

Over 358 million people in Africa live without 
access to water, and climate change is 
exacerbating the crisis. How can Africa’s leaders 
mitigate this risk?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Protecting watersheds and aquifers
- Abating water-related conflicts
- Promoting efficient use of water technologies

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record.
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Thursday 4 June

14.45 - 15.15
CTICC - Networking Area

community break

Community Break

15.15 - 16.15
CTICC - Mangaung

women leaders

Closing the Economic 
Equality Gap
How can increased women’s economic 
participation accelerate sustainable 
development?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Equalizing pay for equal work
- Increasing percentage of women leaders in the 
boardroom
- Updating economic policies and social 
institutions

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record and webcast live.

15.15 - 16.15
CTICC - Polokwane

demographic dividend

Harnessing Africa's 
Biggest Resource
By 2050, Africa’s population will double. How 
can the continent capitalize on its biggest 
resource, its people? 

Dimensions to be addressed: 
- Investing in health and education 
- Meeting growing consumer demand
- Preventing social and political unrest

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record.
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Thursday 4 June

15.15 - 16.15
CTICC - eThekwini

tourism

Unlocking Africa

Travel and tourism account for nearly 9% of 
Africa’s GDP and directly employ 8 million 
people, and the industry is projected to grow 
4.9% per year. How can Africa’s travel and 
tourism industry achieve its full potential?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Facilitating travel and developing infrastructure 
to achieve connectivity
- Promoting public-private cooperation with local 
communities 
- Monetizing natural and cultural assets 
sustainably

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record.

15.15 - 16.15
CTICC - Tshwane

bloomberg/trade

The Future of Trade

How will Africa grow its share of global trade 
over the next 25 years?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Scaling intra-Africa trade
- Harmonizing regional trade agreements
- Free movement of people and services

This session was developed in partnership with 
Bloomberg Television.

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

As this session is televised, please arrive 15 
minutes before the start. The door will be closed 
at the scheduled time. This session is on the 
record and webcast live.

15.15 - 16.45
CTICC - Mthatha

mining development

Africa Mining Vision

How can transformations in the mining industry 
deliver genuine shared value?

Session objectives:
- Leverage mining demand for energy 
investments
- Strengthen contract negotiation
- Maximize revenues and local content
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Thursday 4 June

15.15 - 16.45
CTICC - Mbombela

education systems

Transforming Education 
in Africa
How can African education be transformed to 
better prepare its future generations?

Session objectives:
- Address the quality gap
- Explore scaling public-private models
- Develop job creators

17.00 - 18.00
CTICC - Tshwane

growth agenda

Meeting the Development 
Challenge
As the Millennium Development Goals end in 
2015, the next Sustainable Development Goals 
hold huge promise for Africa's transformation. 
What lessons learned can drive prosperity?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Accelerating progress on social and 
environmental indicators
- Focusing efforts on inclusive economic growth
- Leveraging new partnership models of 
financing

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record and webcast live.

19.00 - 22.00
CTICC - Cultural Soirée

cultural soirée

Cultural Soirée and 
Dinner
Co-hosted with the President of the Republic of 
South Africa

The Government of South Africa and the World 
Economic Forum request the pleasure of your 
company at the 2015 World Economic Forum 
Mokete.
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Friday 5 June

09.00 - 10.00
CTICC - Thinking Ahead

financial integrity

Financial Integrity

How are Africa's leaders tightening loopholes 
and working with the international community to 
tackle illicit financial flows?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Understanding the sources and dimensions
- Improving systems to curb leakages
- Stemming transfer pricing

09.00 - 10.00
CTICC - Polokwane

new solutions/healthcare innovations

Healthcare Innovations
What innovations are accelerating access to 
quality healthcare services?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Improving access to primary healthcare
- Bridging the financing gap
- Building public-private partnerships

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record.

09.00 - 10.00
CTICC - eThekwini

online marketplace

African Internet Evolution
How will Africa realize its e-commerce potential?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Bridging infrastructure gaps
- Data-driven development
- Lowering cost of delivery

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English 

This session is on the record.
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Friday 5 June

09.00 - 10.00
CTICC - Mangaung

al jazeera/migration

Migration Inside and 
Outside Africa
Africa is home to over 3,000 distinct ethnic 
groups and 2,000 languages. How can the 
benefits of this rich diversity be sustained in the 
face of growing intolerance, violence and loss of 
life?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Upholding respect for human rights
- Integrating skills and labour demand
- Managing migration schemes

This session was developed in partnership with 
Al Jazeera.

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

As this session is televised, please arrive 15 
minutes before the start. The door will be closed 
at the scheduled time. This session is on the 
record and webcast live.

09.00 - 10.00
CTICC - Tshwane

le monde/agriculture

Meeting the Food 
Challenge
Africa possesses 60% of the world's arable land 
and 70% of its population relies on agriculture 
for its livelihood, yet the continent is a net 
importer of food. What are the challenges and 
opportunities as Africa accelerates agricultural 
production?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Strengthening land-use reforms
- Connecting stakeholders across the value 
chain
- Liberalizing regional markets

This session was developed in partnership with 
Le Monde.

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

As this session is televised, please arrive 15 
minutes before the start. The door will be closed 
at the scheduled time. This session is on the 
record and webcast live.

09.00 - 10.30
CTICC - Mthatha

design thinking

Designing Human-
Centred Development
How can design approaches help deliver 
sustainable development in Africa? 

Session objectives:
- Identify areas of development at risk
- Learn about mindsets and methods of human-
centred design
- Apply design approach to problems
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Friday 5 June

09.00 - 10.30
CTICC - Mbombela

natural capital

Nature and Economic 
Development
What global shifts could impact the role of 
natural capital in Africa's future economic 
prosperity?

Session objectives:
- Determine impact of global shifts 
- Identify key ecological themes
- Explore implications for policy planning

10.15 - 10.45
CTICC - Networking Area

community break

Community Break

10.45 - 11.45
CTICC - Polokwane

new solutions/clean energy

Accessing Clean Energy
How can access to clean technologies be 
accelerated in Africa?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Designing new distribution models
- Overcoming technical and educational barriers
- Creating a stable policy environment

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English 

This session is on the record.
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Friday 5 June

10.45 - 11.45
CTICC - eThekwini

stories and identity

Telling Africa's Stories
What narratives best depict contemporary 
Africa?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Redirecting the visual economy of African 
locales
- Using the vernacular for meaningful reporting
- Elevating traditional and contemporary art

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record.

10.45 - 11.45
CTICC - Tshwane

cctv/infrastructure investment

Meeting the Infrastructure 
Challenge
Poor infrastructure is a major impediment even 
to fast-growing economies; in Africa, investment 
in infrastructure needs to double to about $93 
billion a year. How will new models of blended 
finance close infrastructure gaps?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Tapping regional and global savings pools
- Balancing risk-return trade-offs
- Creating a pipeline of investable projects

This session was developed in partnership with 
China Central Television.

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

As this session is televised, please arrive 15 
minutes before the start. The door will be closed 
at the scheduled time. This session is on the 
record and webcast live.

10.45 - 11.45
CTICC - Mangaung

quartz/silencing the gun

Silencing the Gun

How can Africa's leaders persuade extremists to 
put down their weapons and mitigate spillover 
effects?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Integrating internally displaced persons
- Restoring peace and stability
- Fostering local, regional and international 
cooperation

This session was developed in partnership with 
Quartz.

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English 

As this session is televised, please arrive 15 
minutes before the start. The door will be closed 
at the scheduled time. This session is on the 
record and webcast live.

World Economic Forum on Africa - Programme 17



Friday 5 June

11.00 - 12.30
CTICC - Mthatha

competitiveness

Transforming Africa's 
Economies
What is needed to unlock Africa’s 
competitiveness to boost both domestic and 
foreign investment?

Session objectives: 
- Explore boosting growth through business 
environment reforms
- Consider policies addressing education 
performance and skills mismatch
- Leverage technology adoption and usage

11.00 - 12.30
CTICC - Mbombela

financial inclusion

The Markets Lab

How can digitization promote access and 
opportunity in African financial services?

Session objectives:
- Expand mobile financial services
- Understand the digital finance ecosystem
- Align on regulatory incentives for digitization

12.00 - 13.00
CTICC - Networking Area

community lunch

Community Lunch
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Friday 5 June

12.00 - 13.30
The Westin Cape Town - Ballroom West

sub-regional lunch/central-west africa

Sub-Regional Lunch: 
Central and West Africa
Exchange insights with business, government 
and civil society leaders from Central and West 
Africa.

12.00 - 13.30
The Westin Cape Town - ballroom east

sub-regional lunch/east africa

Sub-Regional Lunch: 
East Africa
Exchange insights with business, government 
and civil society leaders from East Africa.

12.00 - 13.30
The Westin Cape Town - Ballroom

sub-regional lunch/southern africa

Sub-Regional Lunch: 
Southern Africa
Exchange insights with business, government 
and civil society leaders from Southern Africa.
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Friday 5 June

13.00 - 14.00
CTICC - Mangaung

powering africa

Powering Africa

How are transformations in supply and demand 
closing the energy gap in Africa?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Levelling the playing field for access to energy 
markets
- Prioritizing renewable resources
- Deepening regional cooperation

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record and webcast live.

13.00 - 14.00
CTICC - Polokwane

new solutions/skills

Africa at Work

How can Africa overcome barriers to talent 
mobility and close its skills gap?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Reskilling for the new economy
- Reframing labour markets
- Strategies for talent retention

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record.

13.00 - 14.00
CTICC - eThekwini

future of media

The Big News

How are new technologies driving media 
consumption? 

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Localizing products and services
- Igniting online social activism
- Reinventing competitive business models

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record.
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Friday 5 June

13.00 - 14.00
CTICC - Tshwane

cnbc africa/economic outlook

Africa Economic Outlook
How are Africa's economies navigating the new 
global context?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Maintaining macroeconomic stability
- Stemming local currency devaluations
- Stabilizing global financial system

This session was developed in partnership with 
CNBC Africa.

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

As this session is televised, please arrive 15 
minutes before the start. The door will be closed 
at the scheduled time. This session is on the 
record and webcast live.

13.00 - 14.30
CTICC - Mthatha

business for africa

Business for Africa

What will be the priorities of the next generation 
of corporate leaders in Africa?

Session objectives:
- Examine scaling up small and medium-sized 
enterprises
- Explore deepening value-driven business
- Identify ways to deliver on corporate 
governance

13.00 - 14.30
CTICC - Mbombela

security landscape

Africa's Security 
Landscape
What trends will shape the security landscape in 
Africa?

Session objectives:
- Identify drivers shaping the future
- Explore implications for industry and regional 
agendas
- Prepare leaders for tomorrow's security 
challenge

This session is linked to The Changing 
International Security Landscape initiative at the 
Forum.
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Friday 5 June

14.15 - 14.45
CTICC - Networking Area

community break

Community Break

14.45 - 15.45
CTICC - Tshwane

tech revolution

Future of Technology

How is Africa's race to space pushing the next 
technological frontier?

Dimensions to be addressed:
- Using space technology to enable 
development
- Inspiring future scientists and engineers
- Providing incentives to innovate

Simultaneous interpretation in French and 
English

This session is on the record and webcast live.

16.15 - 17.15
CTICC - Networking Area

farewell reception

Farewell Reception
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