
Laying the Foundation for a Latin American Decade

Latin America, home to over 600 million people, is growing in 
global strategic importance while remaining a region of diverse 
economic opportunities and challenges. It moved 40 million 
people out of poverty in just six years, and could significantly 
decrease poverty and inequality through improved education, 
innovation and enhanced productivity. It is a leading provider of 
food for both the region and the world, yet malnutrition and its 
socio-economic consequences must still be addressed. Global 
events in the region, such as the World Cup, Olympics and 
Rio+20, require infrastructure expansion and updates as well as 
powerful commitments from main stakeholders in order to meet 
both global and citizen expectations.

The 2011 World Economic Forum on Latin America will be held 
in Rio de Janeiro. With its new government, Brazil continues 
its strong economic and social rise, and could act as a growth 

catalyst for the whole region. It is against this background that 
the meeting will convene more than 500 top regional and global 
leaders from different stakeholders to determine how to achieve 
the following objectives:

1. Strengthen Democratic Governance
2. Enhance Innovation and Productivity for Equitable Growth
3. Promote Effective Partnerships for Sustainable Development

Co-Chairs

Programme Objectives
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Co-chairs are world-renowned executives from the world’s most influential companies. During the meeting, co-chairs speak on the 
most critical issues in the programme and actively exchange experiences and ideas with participants from both the business and 
government sectors.

•	 Frederico Fleury Curado, President and Chief Executive Officer, Embraer - Empresa Brasileira de Aeronautica, Brazil
•	 Orit Gadiesh, Chairman, Bain & Company, USA; Member of the Foundation Board of the World Economic Forum
•	 Luis A. Moreno, President, Inter-American Development Bank, Washington DC
•	 Vikram Pandit, Chief Executive Officer, Citi, USA
•	 Sir Martin Sorrell, Chief Executive Officer, WPP, United Kingdom

To achieve the three objectives of the meeting, Latin America’s 
community of leading stakeholders must address several 
underlying questions.

Strengthen Democratic Governance

•	 How should Latin America engage to strengthen the G20? 

•	 How will BRIC, BASIC and IBSA contribute to sound global 
governance?  
(BRIC – monetary policy and financing development, BASIC 
– climate and environment, and IBSA – inclusive growth and 
human development)

•	 How should Latin America contribute to a more robust 
international financial system and attract long-term 
investments to the region? 

•	 How could Latin America develop strategic partnerships with 
Asian countries to promote enhanced trade and investment 
within the region and globally? 

•	 How can transparency be fostered in Latin American countries 
through effective anti-corruption initiatives and the rule of law?

•	 How can Latin America promote security as a democratic 
value to eradicate organized crime and drugs trafficking?

Enhance Innovation and Productivity for Equitable Growth 
•	 How can Latin America meet targets to grow at 6% and 

double income per capita by 2025 to an average of US$ 
22,000 a year, at purchasing power parity? 

•	 Which barriers should be removed to improve Latin America’s 
competitiveness and achieve more equitable prosperity? 

•	 How can quality education and employment be better linked 
to encourage entrepreneurship, eradicate poverty and improve 
social welfare?

•	 How can Latin American countries boost innovation and 
technology transfers? 

•	 How can open innovation enable the development of 
sustainable technologies, new business models and 
entrepreneurship? 

•	 How can “multilatina” experiences become drivers for more 
companies from the region to access the global market? 

•	 How can successful public-private partnership models be 

Executive Summary

 If this region collectively, and countries individually, 
see the power of coordination, then I see this as a 
powerful combination for fuelling growth.

James S. Turley
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Ernst & Young, USA
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replicated to respond to societal needs?

•	 How will the infrastructure needs for Rio+20, the World Cup 
and the Olympics be met in a way to provide lasting returns? 

•	 How can countries improve and continue using existing 
infrastructure during lean times?

•	 How can sustainable access to housing, safe drinking water 
and basic sanitation be ensured? 

•	 How will expanded access to credit affect Latin American 
firms?

•	 How will growing credit affect Latin American consumers? 

•	 How will society be impacted through financial services 
provided by technology, which increases access and reduces 
transactional costs?

Promote Effective Partnerships for Sustainable Development

•	 What are the key global risks that will affect Latin America the 
most over the coming decade?

•	 How can business in the region engage in environmental 
sustainability throughout the value chain?

•	 How can it be assured that environmental and social capital is 
properly valued? 

•	 How can water and land be best managed in Latin America 
to ensure food security, economic growth and environmental 
sustainability? 

•	 How will Latin America ensure energy security (energy at 
affordable prices without serious interruptions) and mitigate 
greenhouse gas emissions? 

•	 How can Latin America create better and more rapid 
responses for humanitarian relief and reconstruction? 

•	 As the global population expands from 6 to 9 billion, what role 
will Latin America play in creating, implementing and enforcing 
outcomes of climate negotiations and Rio+20? 


