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Table 2: Top three performing economies per pillar
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Australia 14 56 13 40 39 4 49 20 18 137 22 38 2 20

Austria 37 6 7 1 22 30 15 1 20 131 17 12 49 12

Barbados 41 27 32 28 8 32 9 26 19 113 23 2 133 50

Brazil 119 30 73 70 102 48 129 60 55 126 62 83 1 23

Brunei Darussalam 126 135 24 65 123 45 67 86 65 2 36 63 53 95

Canada 10 41 18 53 37 1 33 21 23 124 5 34 10 16

Cyprus 88 38 27 45 2 36 19 5 40 102 24 10 96 48

Finland 7 3 1 15 53 11 20 44 13 118 4 64 54 26

Gambia, The 65 34 84 105 25 81 50 126 110 3 111 21 114 121

Germany 33 4 14 2 77 7 6 23 11 125 18 61 31 4

Greece 98 72 69 13 28 20 58 3 33 127 50 55 40 25

Hong Kong SAR 3 118 3 50 12 6 1 71 2 32 8 3 84 42

Iceland 48 19 4 7 5 17 38 9 8 121 3 11 63 57

Iran, Islamic Rep. 124 101 106 79 130 102 76 133 93 1 87 128 74 45

Italy 100 53 44 29 79 24 39 1 31 134 41 72 34 7

Kazakhstan 99 124 99 3 90 82 80 87 48 73 71 121 120 117

Korea, Rep. 50 69 39 19 75 31 16 51 1 96 33 81 89 10

Lebanon 115 127 116 33 38 67 110 27 84 68 64 1 136 68

Mauritius 28 77 36 66 3 60 37 48 69 75 49 6 134 110

New Zealand 2 22 9 17 21 12 46 11 22 74 13 17 26 52

Seychelles 55 70 91 63 1 27 31 29 58 120 56 5 65 64

Singapore 1 23 5 56 4 14 2 38 9 66 2 8 92 35

Spain 67 25 23 24 10 10 10 5 28 106 34 39 29 1

Sweden 16 1 8 38 74 19 17 36 3 129 12 33 45 2

Switzerland 17 2 2 10 11 9 3 5 6 139 1 25 19 6

United Arab Emirates 13 91 50 61 36 3 26 24 39 35 15 24 71 33

United Kingdom 8 7 22 48 40 5 13 22 10 138 6 45 15 3

United States 23 112 57 51 30 2 27 13 17 94 14 69 3 5

express their sense of the great value of the tourism on 
offer in their respective economies.

The top countries in the natural resources pillar 
span four continents: Brazil, Australia, the United States, 
and Tanzania. All host several World Heritage natural 
sites, have wide expanses of protected land, and 
boast a rich fauna as measured by the total number of 
known species living in them. These countries have the 
great fortune to be endowed with inherent attractions 
for tourists interested in nature tourism, yet they also 
bear the responsibility of protecting some of the most 
essential ecosystems on the planet.

Finally, at the top of the cultural resources pillar—
which takes into account attributes such as the number 
of World Heritage cultural sites, creative industries’ 
exports, and sports stadium capacity—we find Spain, 
Sweden, and the United Kingdom, with Italy and France 
also in the top 10. All these countries have many World 

Heritage cultural sites and are among the leading 
exporters of creative industries’ products, such as 
movies and music. They also organize many international 
fairs and exhibitions and have a high sports stadium 
capacity. These attributes come together to provide a 
variety of cultural attractions for leisure and business 
visitors.

More details on the T&T competitiveness of specific 
economies will be discussed in the section below.

REGIONAL RANKINGS
This section will consider some of the highlights of the 
rankings in a regional context, grouping countries into 
the following five regional groups: Europe, the Americas, 
Asia Pacific (including Central Asia), the Middle-East and 
North Africa, and sub-Saharan Africa. For further details 
for each of the 140 economies included in this Index, we 
provide two-page profiles in Part 2 of the Report. The 
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profiles show their rankings on each subindex and pillar, 
as well as those on each of the 79 indicators included in 
the Index.

Europe
In line with statistics on international tourist arrivals, 
Table 1 shows that Europe remains the leading region 
for Travel & Tourism competitiveness, with all of the 
top five places taken by European countries. Likewise, 
13 of the top 20 countries are from the region. Table 3 
shows the rankings for European countries only, with 
the first column showing the rank within the region, 
the second column showing the overall rank out of all 
140 economies included in the Index this year, and the 
third column showing the score. As the table shows, 
Switzerland is ranked 1st out of all countries in the 2013 
TTCI, a position it has held since the first edition of 
this Report in 2007. Germany, Austria, Spain, and the 
United Kingdom complete the top five, while France and 
Sweden are among the top 10 overall.

Switzerland continues to lead the rankings, 
performing well on almost all aspects of the Index. 
Switzerland’s infrastructure, especially ground transport 
(3rd), is among the best in the world. The country also 
boasts top marks for its hotels and other tourism-specific 
facilities, with excellent staff thanks to the availability of 
qualified labor to work in the industry (ranked 2nd)—
perhaps not surprising in a country that holds many of 
the world’s best hotel management schools. Switzerland 
also attracts tourists because of its rich and well-
managed natural resources. A large percentage of the 
country’s land area is protected, environmental regulation 
is among the most stringent (3rd), and the T&T industry 
is considered to be developed in a sustainable way 
(7th). These good environmental conditions, combined 
with the high safety and security of the country (2nd), 
contribute to its solid T&T competitiveness. Switzerland 
is not only a strong leisure tourism destination but also 
an important business travel hub, with many international 
fairs and exhibitions held in the country each year, 
driving its showing on the cultural resources pillar (6th). 
Switzerland’s strong performance in all these areas 
enables the country to somewhat make up for its lack 
of price competitiveness (139th), which, together with a 
fairly restrained international visa policy, does indeed limit 
the number of arrivals.

Germany ranks 2nd in Europe and out of all 
countries in the TTCI. Similar to Switzerland, its 
infrastructure is among the best in the world: it is ranked 
6th for ground transport infrastructure and 7th for air 
transport infrastructure, facilitating connections both 
within the country and internationally. Germany also has 
abundant cultural resources (ranked 5th worldwide for its 
many World Heritage cultural sites) and is host to almost 
600 international fairs and exhibition per year (2nd), while 
hotel prices are relatively competitive (55th). In addition, 

Germany makes great efforts to develop in a sustainable 
way (4th), with the world’s most stringent environmental 
regulations—which are also among the best-enforced—
and the strong support of international environmental 
efforts, as demonstrated through its ratification of many 
international environmental treaties.

Austria ranks 3rd, improving by one position since 
2011. Its strong performance is driven by factors such as 
tourism infrastructure, in which it ties for 1st place with 
Italy; a welcoming attitude toward visitors; a very safe 
and secure environment (7th); and, most importantly, its 
rich cultural resources. Austria hosts nine World Heritage 
cultural sites, has excellent creative industries, and 
attracts many travelers with several fairs and exhibitions 
organized every year. The country’s tourism industry is 
also being developed in a sustainable way (10th), with 
some of the most stringent (4th) and well-enforced (7th) 
environmental regulations in the world, driving its overall 
positive performance on environmental sustainability 
(ranked 6th).

Spain is the country among the top 10 that sees 
the most improvement since 2011: moving up four 
places since the last assessment, it is now ranked 4th. 
Spain continues to lead in cultural resources, ranking 
1st this year in this area because of its extremely 
numerous World Heritage sites (2nd) and its large 
number of international fairs and exhibitions (3rd), as well 
as its significant sports stadium capacity. Its tourism 
infrastructure is another strength, with its many hotel 
rooms, car rental facilities, and ATMs. Furthermore, its 
air transport infrastructure is highly developed and ranks 
among the top 10 worldwide. Spain has improved in a 
few areas since the last edition. In particular, starting 
a business has become less costly and onerous, 
according to the World Bank, and hotel prices have 
come down a bit. The government has also kept tourism 
high in its development agenda, making Spain a top 
10 economy for prioritization of the industry. Spain has 
notably maintained its efforts on marketing activity and 
spending on the industry’s development amid difficult 
economic circumstances.

The United Kingdom moves up by two more 
positions since the last edition of the Report, to reach 
5th place this year. The country’s T&T competitiveness 
is based on its excellent cultural resources (ranked 
3rd), with many World Heritage cultural sites, a large 
number of international fairs, and strong creative 
industries (all ranked within the top 10). The country 
has probably benefitted from two important events in 
2012: the Olympic Games and the Diamond Jubilee of 
Queen Elizabeth II. Although the outcome is not yet fully 
reflected in the data, the United Kingdom has leveraged 
the preparation of these events in terms of tourism 
campaigns, generating interest in visiting the country 
and reinforcing their already-solid ICT and air transport 
infrastructure (ranked 10th and 5th, respectively). The 
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generally supportive policy environment, ranked 8th, 
encourages the development of the sector, while the 
country relies on an excellent human resources base 
(ranked 6th). On a less positive note, the United Kingdom 
continues to receive one of the poorest assessments 
for price competitiveness (138th), in large part because 
it has the 2nd highest tax rate on tickets and airport 
charges worldwide.

France is ranked 7th overall in this edition, losing 
four positions since 2011. France continues to attract 
many tourists with its rich cultural heritage (ranked 4th 
for the number of World Heritage cultural sites and 8th 
for creative industries). The country also hosts many 

international fairs and exhibitions (ranked 5th). France’s 
ground transport infrastructure is still one of the best 
in the world (ranked 5th), with particularly good roads 
and railroads as well as good air transport infrastructure 
(ranked 8th). However, the overall policy rules and 
regulation framework is not sufficiently supportive 
of developing the sector, and the prioritization of the 
T&T sector declines this year (ranked 35th overall). 
Additionally, the assessment has weakened somewhat 
in terms of the quality and availability of qualified labor in 
the country.

Sweden is ranked 9th this year. The country tops 
the rankings of the sustainability pillar, is 2nd in terms 

Table 3: The Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Index 2013: Europe

 SUBINDEXES

  T&T regulatory Business environment T&T human, cultural, 
 OVERALL INDEX framework and infrastructure and natural resources

 Regional Overall 
Country/Economy rank rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score

Switzerland 1 1 5.66 1 5.94 1 5.42 2 5.63

Germany 2 2 5.39 8 5.57 6 5.29 7 5.31

Austria 3 3 5.39 2 5.80 11 5.11 9 5.24

Spain 4 4 5.38 14 5.48 5 5.30 6 5.36

United Kingdom 5 5 5.38 17 5.44 10 5.13 3 5.57

France 6 7 5.31 9 5.56 7 5.18 11 5.20

Sweden 7 9 5.24 12 5.54 23 4.89 8 5.30

Netherlands 8 13 5.14 16 5.45 15 5.01 16 4.97

Iceland 9 16 5.10 3 5.77 13 5.06 36 4.47

Finland 10 17 5.10 5 5.74 22 4.89 24 4.65

Belgium 11 18 5.04 18 5.43 26 4.78 18 4.90

Ireland 12 19 5.01 7 5.68 19 4.96 40 4.41

Portugal 13 20 5.01 20 5.42 27 4.78 19 4.84

Denmark 14 21 4.98 25 5.31 16 4.98 26 4.64

Norway 15 22 4.95 11 5.55 28 4.77 33 4.53

Luxembourg 16 23 4.93 21 5.41 20 4.96 39 4.42

Malta 17 24 4.92 15 5.47 14 5.06 49 4.22

Italy 18 26 4.90 50 4.90 29 4.76 14 5.05

Cyprus 19 29 4.84 22 5.35 21 4.89 46 4.27

Estonia 20 30 4.82 10 5.55 30 4.72 51 4.19

Czech Republic 21 31 4.78 28 5.24 37 4.49 28 4.61

Greece 22 32 4.75 39 5.02 33 4.65 30 4.58

Croatia 23 35 4.59 42 4.99 39 4.43 42 4.37

Slovenia 24 36 4.58 33 5.12 35 4.52 52 4.11

Hungary 25 39 4.51 26 5.29 49 4.16 54 4.08

Montenegro 26 40 4.50 34 5.09 50 4.14 47 4.26

Poland 27 42 4.47 49 4.92 58 3.94 32 4.56

Turkey 28 46 4.44 64 4.62 52 4.08 27 4.63

Latvia 29 48 4.43 35 5.08 40 4.40 77 3.81

Lithuania 30 49 4.39 41 4.99 48 4.19 61 3.98

Bulgaria 31 50 4.38 58 4.79 45 4.24 53 4.10

Slovak Republic 32 54 4.32 43 4.96 60 3.92 55 4.06

Russian Federation 33 63 4.16 92 4.24 46 4.22 58 4.02

Georgia 34 66 4.10 30 5.18 80 3.46 91 3.67

Romania 35 68 4.04 66 4.61 68 3.67 73 3.85

Macedonia, FYR 36 75 3.98 57 4.79 74 3.58 100 3.58

Ukraine 37 76 3.98 60 4.73 71 3.62 99 3.59

Albania 38 77 3.97 63 4.65 90 3.31 63 3.96

Armenia 39 79 3.96 51 4.88 88 3.34 94 3.65

Serbia 40 89 3.78 74 4.50 81 3.40 109 3.45

Bosnia and Herzegovina 41 90 3.78 75 4.47 95 3.19 92 3.66

Moldova 42 102 3.60 65 4.61 97 3.16 133 3.04
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of cultural resources, and comes in 3rd for its ICT 
infrastructure. Additionally, it offers a safe and secure 
environment (8th) and benefits from strong human 
resources (12th). However, the prioritization of Travel & 
Tourism has dropped to 74th place, perhaps in the face 
of recent pressing economic concerns related to the 
global economic crisis, and the country has become 
even more comparatively costly (it ranks 129th for its lack 
of prices competitiveness this year, a slight decline since 
last the last edition).

Italy moves up one spot this year to place 26th 
overall and 18th in Europe. As well as its cultural 
richness—with many World Heritage Sites, international 
fairs and exhibitions, and rich creative industries—
Italy’s strengths lie in its excellent tourism infrastructure 
(tying with Austria for 1st place) and its relatively good 
air transport infrastructure (24th). However, it faces a 
number of challenges that bring its overall rating down. 
These include policy rules and regulations that are 
still not sufficiently supportive of the development of 
the sector (100th) and a lack of price competitiveness 
(134th).

Greece is ranked 32nd, down another three 
positions since the last assessment. The country’s 
rich cultural resources (ranked 25th) and excellent 
tourism infrastructure (3rd) are still important strengths. 
Additionally, Greece has very good health and hygiene 
conditions (ranked 13th overall) and good air transport 
infrastructure (20th). Further, there is a strong national 
affinity for tourism compared with many other European 
countries, including a generally open and positive 
attitude toward tourists. The decline in the rankings 
can be traced to a further worsening of the policy 
environment and a lower perceived prioritization of 
Travel & Tourism within the country, probably because of 
dwindling resources available for the particular industry 
amid general economic and financial difficulties.

Croatia, a country well known for its tourism 
industry, ranks 35th overall, trailing slightly behind 
countries such as Malaysia and slightly above Turkey. 
Croatia’s performance has remained stable over the 
last several editions of the Report. It is endowed with 
a remarkable 18 cultural World Heritage sites and 1 
natural World Heritage site, and is ranked 29th in terms 
of its overall affinity for Travel & Tourism. In addition, 
the country’s tourism-specific infrastructure is ranked 
5th worldwide. Also, Croatia—highly dependent on the 
quality of its natural environment for leisure tourism—
makes efforts toward sustainability (44th) and has 
good health and hygiene standards (31st). On the other 
hand, in order to improve the sector’s competitiveness 
further, a goal will be to upgrade its ground transport 
infrastructure, particularly its railroads and ports, and 
its air transport infrastructure. More efforts should also 
be devoted to ensuring that the country’s policy rules 
and regulations are supportive of developing the sector 

(96th) with improvements in areas such as FDI, property 
rights protection, and red tape. Besides improving the 
tourism industry, such advances would favor general 
development in the country.

Montenegro slides four places in the rankings after 
having improved significantly in recent years. At 40th 
place, it continues to demonstrate a strong performance, 
placing just behind Croatia and Hungary in the region. 
Policy rules and regulations support the development of 
the T&T sector (22nd). Montenegro also retains a strong 
affinity for Travel & Tourism (ranked 7th)—perhaps not 
surprising given the importance of the sector for the 
country’s economy. Additionally, tourism infrastructure 
is well developed (ranked 19th), while ground transport 
has been improving, although—at 92nd—this is still an 
area requiring further investment. Human resources 
(51st) could be better leveraged: both the quality of 
education and the availability of qualified labor are less 
well assessed than in the past edition. These areas are 
essential for the future development of the industry and 
the economy more generally as the country develops.

Turkey climbs four positions this year to reach 46th 
place. The country’s main strength continues to lie in 
its rich cultural resources (19th), with 20 World Heritage 
cultural sites, several international fairs and exhibitions, 
and strong creative industries. In addition, Turkey 
gains significantly in a number of areas and has seen a 
significant increase in tourist arrivals over the last two 
years. The policy rules and regulations governing the 
sector are supportive and have continued to progress 
since the 2011 T&T Report. Turkey has also improved 
its air transport infrastructure (29th) and its tourism 
infrastructure (45th). However, some areas still hold back 
the overall T&T competitiveness performance of the 
country: although improving, safety and security issues 
(79th) remain worrisome, ground transport infrastructure 
is inadequate (especially railroads and ports), and ICT 
infrastructure remains unsatisfactory (71st), especially for 
a rapidly growing tourism destination. In addition, more 
efforts must be made toward environmental sustainability 
(ranked 95th), an area that will be of increasing concern 
going forward.

Russia is ranked 63rd overall, losing four positions 
since the last Report. The country receives a good 
assessment for its cultural resources (39th), the result 
particularly of its many World Heritage sites and its well-
developed air transport infrastructure (33rd). However, 
ground transport infrastructure (93rd) gets lower marks. 
Safety and security issues are also of serious concern 
(113th), with a high level of crime and violence, a lack 
of trust in the police to provide protection from crime, 
and many deaths caused by road traffic accidents, 
although this area has seen some improvement 
since the last assessment. Most strikingly, Russia 
is assessed as having a very non-conducive policy 
environment (123rd), caused, for example, by extremely 
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rare foreign ownership, property rights that are not 
well protected, and visa requirements for visitors from 
many countries; furthermore, it ranks a low 111th for the 
prioritization of its Travel & Tourism industry. Additionally, 
notwithstanding the country’s important endowment of 
natural resources (37th, declining by 10 positions since 
the last assessment), insufficient attention is paid to 
environmental sustainability (ranked 134th).

Armenia is ranked 79th in this edition of the Report, 
up an impressive 11 positions since the last assessment. 
Improvements have taken place across many areas 
measured by the Index, with the most marked being 
registered in the areas of policy rules and regulations, 
human resources, and safety and security (where 
the country ranks 46th, 44th and 37th respectively). 
In particular, red tape (33rd) and the cost to start a 
business (38th) have been reduced significantly, and 
visa requirements have become more open (35th). 
The country also benefits from a safe and secure 
environment. ICT infrastructure (73rd) has improved 
notably, especially in terms of Internet availability and 
usage. Infrastructure has also improved, benefitting from 
significant investment in recent years. Notwithstanding 
the improvements, air transport, ground transport, and 
tourism infrastructures remain relatively underdeveloped, 
ranking 85th, 94th, and 80th, respectively.

As in past years, at the bottom of the European 
rankings are a number of Balkan countries (Serbia, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Moldova.). In line with 
their less-advanced development, these countries 
will require significant investments in upgrading the 
infrastructure needed to support healthy and growing 
T&T sectors.

The Americas
Table 4 shows the regional rankings for the countries in 
the Americas. As this table shows, the United States 
is the highest-ranked country in the Americas and 6th 
out of all countries, with stable performance since the 
last assessment. Overall, the country receives high 
marks for its business environment and infrastructure. 
In particular, the United States has excellent air 
transport infrastructure (ranked 2nd) and high-quality 
tourism infrastructure, as well as a strong focus on 
customer satisfaction. Its cultural resources and natural 
resources (ranked 5th and 3rd, respectively), with many 
World Heritage cultural and natural sites, drive its high 
position in the rankings, together with several fairs and 
exhibitions (1st) and strong creative industries (2nd). On 
a less positive note, the country’s natural endowments 
are not being sufficiently protected (ranked 112th for 
environmental sustainability). Also, compared with other 
top-ranked economies, the quality of ground transport 
could be improved more (27th) and the perception of 
safety and security leaves room for improvement (57th).

Canada moves up one place to 8th overall. The 
country has several strengths, including its rich natural 
resources (10th) with numerous World Heritage sites 
(ranked 5th), excellent air transport infrastructure, highly 
qualified human resources (5th), and a strong policy 
environment (10th). Its cultural resources are also a 
strong point, with many international fairs and exhibitions 
in the country. Canada has lost some ground in terms of 
price competitiveness and environmental sustainability, 
where, although it still ranks fairly high (41st), it registers 
a decline in the perception of the enforcement of 
environmental regulations and continues to suffer from 
high CO2 per capita emissions.

Barbados ranks 3rd in the region and 27th overall, 
up one place since the last assessment. Barbados 
comes in 2nd overall for the country’s affinity for Travel 
& Tourism, with a positive attitude toward tourists and 
toward the value of tourism in the country, although it 
does receive a middling score for the degree of customer 
orientation (64th). The importance of the T&T sector for 
Barbados is reflected in the high prioritization placed on 
Travel & Tourism (8th), with significant emphasis put on 
the sector’s development by the government and high 
spending on the sector, ensuring effective destination-
marketing campaigns and collecting relevant sector data 
on a timely basis. However, although there have been 
some marginal improvements in some elements of its 
environmental sustainability, additional efforts to protect 
the natural environment would reinforce the country’s 
strong T&T competitiveness.

Panama witnesses one of the most marked 
improvements in this year’s TTCI, moving up to 37th 
position overall and 4th in the region. The country’s 
most important competitive advantage is its rich 
endowment of natural resources, with its diverse fauna, 
significant protected land areas, and a number of 
World Heritage sites. The improvement in this year’s 
rankings can be traced mainly to an improvement in the 
country’s infrastructure. Tourism infrastructure has been 
developed (now ranked 42nd), most notably with more 
available hotel rooms. The quality of ground transport 
has also improved across almost all modes, with port 
infrastructure now ranked 4th and railroads ranked 
32nd. Air transport improves as well and is now ranked 
16th. The expansion of stadium capacity and creative 
industries exports is also notable. On the other hand, 
areas requiring further improvement include safety and 
security (70th), the human resources base (79th), and 
health and hygiene standards (86th).

Mexico is stable this year at 44th position (and 
5th in the region). Mexico receives impressive marks 
for its natural resources (ranked 8th), an area that 
shows an improvement since the last assessment, 
with many World Heritage natural sites and rich fauna. 
The country’s cultural resources are also among the 
best in the world (21st), with 34 World Heritage cultural 
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sites, several international fairs and exhibitions, and 
strong creative industries. These inherent strengths are 
reinforced by the overall prioritization of the sector in 
the country (34th) and effective marketing and branding 
campaigns. Some areas have improved, yet continue 
to require attention—for example, ground transport 
infrastructure is being developed but still ranks relatively 
low (69th), and more efforts are required to ensure that 
the sector is being developed in a sustainable way 
(105th). Finally, despite a marginal improvement since 
last year, safety and security remains the main source 
of concern for the T&T sector, where Mexico still ranks a 
low 121st.

Costa Rica is ranked 6th in the region and 47th 
overall. The country gets excellent marks for its natural 
resources (ranked 7th), with several World Heritage 
sites, a high percentage of nationally protected areas, 
and very diverse fauna. Given the importance of the 
natural environment for the county’s tourism industry, it is 
notable that it ranks a high 26th overall for environmental 
sustainability, an area where it has continued to improve 
slightly over the past few years. However, health and 
hygiene remains a concern (78th). Further, although 
its tourism infrastructure is relatively well developed 
(33rd), with a strong presence of major car rental 
companies and abundant hotel rooms, ground transport 

infrastructure requires significant upgrading (100th), 
particularly roads and ports, making travel in the country 
somewhat difficult.

Brazil is ranked 7th in the Americas and 51st 
overall, up one position since 2011. The country is 
ranked 1st out of all countries for its natural resources 
and 23rd for its cultural resources, with many World 
Heritage sites, a good proportion of protected land area, 
and the richest fauna in the world. This is buttressed by 
a focus on environmental sustainability (ranked 30th), an 
area that has been improving over recent years, although 
the protection of the country’s diverse fauna requires 
additional efforts. The safety and security environment 
and health and hygiene conditions have also improved 
slightly since the last assessment. On the other hand, 
the ground transport network remains underdeveloped 
(129th), with the quality of roads, ports, and railroads 
requiring improvement to keep pace with the economic 
development of the country. Preparations for two major 
sports events in the next five years (the FIFA World 
Cup in 2014 and the Olympic Games in 2016) provide 
opportunities to bridge the infrastructure gap. Brazil also 
continues to suffer from a lack of price competitiveness 
(126th), with high and increasing ticket taxes and 
airport charges, as well as high and rising prices more 
generally. Further, the overall policy environment is not 

Table 4: The Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Index 2013: The Americas

 SUBINDEXES

  T&T regulatory Business environment T&T human, cultural, 
 OVERALL INDEX framework and infrastructure and natural resources

 Regional Overall 
Country/Economy rank rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score

United States 1 6 5.32 44 4.95 2 5.36 1 5.65

Canada 2 8 5.28 27 5.27 8 5.17 5 5.39

Barbados 3 27 4.88 13 5.50 18 4.96 50 4.20

Panama 4 37 4.54 54 4.83 36 4.52 45 4.29

Mexico 5 44 4.46 83 4.43 61 3.92 15 5.02

Costa Rica 6 47 4.44 52 4.88 56 3.98 38 4.45

Brazil 7 51 4.37 82 4.43 76 3.57 12 5.10

Puerto Rico 8 52 4.36 40 4.99 43 4.33 81 3.75

Chile 9 56 4.29 53 4.87 53 4.07 65 3.94

Uruguay 10 59 4.23 31 5.18 78 3.53 62 3.97

Argentina 11 61 4.17 69 4.54 72 3.61 41 4.38

Jamaica 12 67 4.08 59 4.76 64 3.76 87 3.72

Peru 13 73 4.00 96 4.17 85 3.36 37 4.47

Ecuador 14 81 3.93 85 4.37 83 3.38 56 4.05

Trinidad and Tobago 15 83 3.93 104 4.07 54 4.07 95 3.64

Colombia 16 84 3.90 101 4.11 103 3.09 34 4.51

Dominican Republic 17 86 3.88 67 4.60 75 3.58 108 3.45

Honduras 18 93 3.72 97 4.17 92 3.28 89 3.69

Nicaragua 19 95 3.67 98 4.15 101 3.11 82 3.74

Guatemala 20 97 3.65 109 3.93 98 3.15 69 3.88

Suriname 21 100 3.63 106 4.05 100 3.11 86 3.72

Guyana 22 103 3.60 80 4.44 111 2.88 106 3.47

El Salvador 23 104 3.59 99 4.14 82 3.39 125 3.24

Bolivia 24 110 3.46 125 3.55 102 3.09 85 3.73

Venezuela 25 113 3.41 119 3.67 99 3.12 110 3.45

Paraguay 26 115 3.39 103 4.09 115 2.80 120 3.29

Haiti 27 140 2.59 138 2.93 136 2.39 140 2.44
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particularly conducive to the development of the sector 
(ranked 119th), with discouraging rules on FDI, much 
time required for starting a business, and somewhat 
restrictive commitments to opening up tourism services 
under GATS commitments.

Puerto Rico is ranked 8th in the region and 52nd 
overall, down seven places to reach a position similar to 
the one it held in the 2009 edition of the Report. Puerto 
Rico continues to demonstrate a number of strengths, 
including a policy environment that is conducive to the 
development of the sector (19th), solid efforts to ensure 
environmental sustainability (16th), and reasonably high 
prioritization of T&T in the government agenda (41st). The 
drop in rankings is attributable mainly to a somewhat 
poorer relative assessment of the quality of transport 
and tourism infrastructure. Improvements could also be 
made in the areas of education and training (44th) and 
facilitating the hiring of foreign labor (107th).

Chile ranks 9th in the region and 56th overall, 
maintaining a stable performance since the last 
assessment. It has notable cultural resources, with six 
World Heritage cultural sites and several international 
fairs and exhibitions. In addition, policy rules and 
regulations are conducive to the development of the T&T 
sector (12th), with few foreign ownership restrictions, 
a liberal visa regime, and open bilateral Air Service 
Agreements, although the time and cost for starting 
new businesses remain relatively high. The country 
also benefits from good safety and security by regional 
standards (31st). Additionally, tourism infrastructure has 
improved noticeably and now ranks 49th. However, 
Chile’s T&T competitiveness would be strengthened by 
upgrading its transport infrastructure and thus raising 
the quality of tourism infrastructure further, as well as by 
focusing more on preserving the environment to develop 
the industry in a more environmentally sustainable way.

Peru is ranked 13th in the region, placing 73rd 
overall. Peru’s natural and cultural resources remain 
important assets for the tourism industry. The country 
has one of the richest fauna in the world (3rd) and hosts 
several natural and cultural World Heritage sites. Peru 
has seen a continuous growth in tourist arrivals and 
international flights, even during the global recession. 
The effectiveness of marketing and branding to promote 
the T&T sector shows improvement, and government 
spending on the industry has increased slightly. 
However, in order to raise its T&T competitiveness 
further, safety and security must be improved (118th) 
and ground transport infrastructure must be upgraded 
(121st). Additionally, the country has lost some price 
competitiveness because of higher general and tourism-
specific taxation, most notably the high ticket taxes 
and airport charges (where the country ranks 135th). A 
more in-depth analysis of the performance of the T&T 
competitiveness of Peru will be conducted in a dedicated 

publication to be issued in April 2013, on occasion of the 
World Economic Forum on Latin America 2013.

Colombia is ranked 84th, 16th in the region. The 
country’s main strengths continue to be its rich cultural 
and natural resources, where it ranks 37th and 16th, 
respectively. However, the country ranks a low 97th 
on the environmental sustainability pillar, losing several 
places since the last assessment and raising some 
concerns about its ability to continue to depend on its 
natural resources going forward. On the positive side, 
Colombia’s business environment shows some progress 
since the last edition, with a notable reduction in the 
cost and time required to start a business. However, 
it continues to demonstrate a number of areas for 
improvement. Infrastructure is in need of upgrading, 
especially ground transport (ranked 131st). In addition, 
safety and security (115th), although improved, still 
needs to be reinforced in order to overcome some of the 
perceptions of insecurity by international travelers. Finally, 
in terms of price competitiveness, the increasing cost of 
hotels, and rising prices more generally, are an additional 
concern.

Argentina remains 11th in the region and places 
61st overall, down one position since the last Report. 
Argentina has strong natural resources (20th), with 
four World Heritage sites and very diverse fauna. The 
country also benefits from a relatively high airport 
density, abundant seat kilometers, and a number of 
operating airlines, although the quality of air transport 
continues to be highlighted as a problem area (ranked 
113rd). There is a mixed picture in the area of policy rules 
and regulations: on one hand, there have been some 
improvements such as greater openness in bilateral Air 
Service Agreements (25th). On the other hand, there are 
still concerns about property rights (132nd), and rules 
on FDI do not encourage investment (138th). Further, the 
quality of its ground transport remains underdeveloped 
(120th) and environmental regulation is neither sufficiently 
stringent (ranked 102th) nor well enforced (ranked 129th), 
of particular concern given the importance of natural 
resources for the country’s tourism industry.

Venezuela, despite being ranked a high 24th for its 
natural resources (with much protected land area and 
diverse fauna), is ranked third from last in the region 
and 113th overall. Among the most important concerns 
are a lack of safety and security (ranked 131st), the low 
prioritization of the tourism industry (120th), and a policy 
environment that is not conducive to the development of 
the sector (137th). Property rights are not well protected 
in the country, and FDI is not encouraged (ranked 140th, 
last out of all countries, for both indicators). Further, 
Venezuela receives the poorest assessment of all 
countries for its affinity for Travel & Tourism (140th). In 
addition, infrastructure is in need of significant upgrading, 
particularly ground transport infrastructure (ranked 
139th).
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Asia Pacific

Table 5 displays the regional rankings and data for the 
Asia Pacific region. As the table shows, Singapore is 
the top-ranked economy in the region at 10th position 
overall, the same position it has held for the past three 
editions. Singapore benefits from excellent transport 
infrastructure, with ground transport infrastructure 
and air transport infrastructure ranked 2nd and 14th, 
respectively. Singapore ranks 2nd for the high quality 
of its available human resources. And with its famously 
well-functioning public institutions, it is perhaps not 
surprising that Singapore ranks 1st out of all economies 
for its policy environment, with rules and regulations 
that are extremely conducive to the development of its 
T&T industries (policies facilitating foreign ownership 
and FDI, well-protected property rights, and few visa 
restrictions). Further, Singapore is among the safest 
economies of all assessed with regard to safety and 
security, and receives strong assessments for other 
types of infrastructure. One area of concern is its lack 
of price competitiveness, which has eroded, as seen in 
increasing hotel prices and taxation.

Singapore is followed in the regional rankings by 
Australia, which improves by two places and is now 
at 11th position overall. Australia’s T&T competitiveness 
continues to be characterized by a number of clear 
strengths, including its rich natural resources and the 
highest number of World Heritage natural sites in the 
world, benefiting from diverse fauna and a comparatively 
pristine natural environment. Given the importance 
of the environment for much of its leisure tourism, 
it is notable that the stringency and enforcement of 
its environmental regulations are well assessed. And 
given the country’s distance from other continents 
and the related importance of domestic air travel to 
overcome the large distances between major sites, 
its competitiveness is also buttressed by excellent air 
transport infrastructure (ranked 4th) as well as good 
general tourism infrastructure (ranked 20th). Australia 
also sees some improvements in the policy rules and 
regulations affecting the sector, especially its increased 
openness in bilateral Air Service Agreements. In terms 
of visa requirements, Australia has one of the most 
advanced visa policies in the world (especially with 
respect to the electronic visa process) at a time when 
a number of other countries are moving in the opposite 
direction.

New Zealand ranks 3rd in the region and 12th 
overall, an improvement of seven positions, one of the 
most significant in the region. The country continues to 
benefit from its rich natural resources, with a number 
of World Heritage natural sites (ranked 18th) and a 
pristine natural environment (ranked 3rd), protected 
by strong and well-enforced environmental legislation. 
The country’s policy rules and regulations are highly 
conducive to the development of the sector (ranked 

2nd), with very transparent policymaking and among 
the least time and lowest cost required to start a 
business in the world. The country also benefits from 
high-quality human resources (ranked 13th) and a very 
safe and secure environment overall (9th). Although 
New Zealand’s ground transport network remains 
somewhat underdeveloped given its advanced stage 
of development, its air transport infrastructure gets 
excellent marks (ranked 12th) and its ICT infrastructure is 
quite good by international standards. The most relevant 
improvement in New Zealand’s performance in this 
edition is registered in its tourism infrastructure, driven 
especially by a rise in the number of available hotel 
rooms.

Japan is ranked 4th regionally and 14th out of all 
the economies in the TTCI, up eight places since the last 
assessment. This achievement is especially impressive 
against the backdrop of the 2011 tsunami and related 
nuclear disaster. Japan’s T&T sector resilience can be 
ascribed to its rich cultural resources (ranked 11th), 
with its 32 World Heritage cultural sites, the many 
international fairs and exhibitions hosted by the country, 
and its rich creative industries. Its ground transport 
infrastructure is among the best in the world (ranked 
7th), especially its railroads, and Japan continues to 
lead in the area of education and training (ranked 13th). 
Moreover, it has continued to develop its already strong 
ICT infrastructure and now ranks 7th in this area. In 
addition, Japan’s extremely customer oriented culture 
(1st) is an important strength for the T&T industry. On the 
other hand, the country continues to be an expensive 
destination, ranking 130th in the price competitiveness 
pillar.

Hong Kong SAR is ranked 15th overall. Its transport 
infrastructure is among the most developed in the 
world, with the best ground transport infrastructure 
and air transport infrastructure that ranks 6th. Further, 
the economy’s ICT infrastructure ranks 2nd worldwide, 
demonstrating an important support for an industry that 
depends so much on ICTs. Additionally, Hong Kong 
benefits from strong safety and security (3rd) as well 
as a conducive business environment, coming in 3rd 
in the policy rules and regulations pillar. It also receives 
relatively good marks for cultural resources, with many 
international fairs and exhibitions and strong creative 
industries. However, Hong Kong trails other advanced 
economies in the region for its lack of emphasis on 
environmental sustainability, where it ranks a low 118th.

Korea, Rep. is ranked 25th, just ahead of Taiwan 
and Malaysia in the regional rankings and improving by 
seven places. Korea’s strengths lie in its excellent ground 
transport and ICT infrastructure (ranked 16th and 1st, 
respectively) and its rich cultural resources (ranked 10th). 
Its rise in the overall rankings is driven by improvements 
in almost all the pillars, with a measurable increase in 
the prioritization and affinity for Travel & Tourism, thanks 
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to increased marketing and branding efforts, and a 
high degree of customer orientation (9th). On a less 
positive note, Korea remains a relative costly destination 
(ranked 96th for price competitiveness) and, despite 
much discussion in public discourse, the tourism sector 
is not being developed in a sufficiently sustainable way 
(69th), although there are improvements since the last 
assessment.

Malaysia is ranked 8th regionally and 34th overall, 
up one position since the 2011 Report. Malaysia benefits 
from its rich natural resources (ranked 18th) and its 
cultural resources (ranked 31st). The country also 
benefits from excellent price competitiveness (ranked 
5th), with comparatively low fuel prices, low ticket taxes 
and airport charges, competitive hotel prices, and a 
favorable tax regime. Malaysia’s policy environment is 
assessed as very conducive to the development of the 
sector (ranked 9th), an area that has improved since the 
last assessment, and the country is characterized by a 
strong affinity for Travel & Tourism more generally (ranked 
16th). However, health and hygiene indicators trail those 
of many other countries in the region, with, in particular, 
a low physician density and few hospital beds available. 
Further, environmental sustainability remains an area 
for improvement, with high emission levels and several 
threatened species, although business leaders feel that 
efforts are being made in this area.

Thailand is ranked 9th in the region and 43rd 
overall. The country declines by only two places since 
the last edition, demonstrating some resilience to the 
natural disasters and political unrest with which the 
country has been grappling. Thailand is endowed with 
rich natural resources and a strong affinity for Travel 
& Tourism (ranked 23rd and 18th, respectively), with a 
very friendly attitude of the population toward tourists 
(ranked 13th). This is buttressed by the government’s 
strong prioritization of the sector, with good destination-
marketing campaigns (11th) and relative price 
competitiveness (25th). However, some weaknesses 
remain: despite the prioritization of the sector by 
the government, some aspects of the regulatory 
environment—such as the protection of property rights 
and the long time required for starting a business—are 
not particularly conducive to developing the sector 
(ranked 77th). In addition, given the importance of 
the natural environment for the country’s tourism, 
environmental sustainability should be a greater priority 
(ranked 99th on this indicator).

China is ranked 10th regionally, losing six places 
and falling to 45th overall this year. China continues to 
build on some clear strengths: it comes in 5th for its 
natural resources, with many World Heritage natural 
sites and fauna that are among the richest in the 
world. It places 15th for its cultural resources, with 

Table 5: The Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Index 2013: Asia Pacific

 SUBINDEXES

  T&T regulatory Business environment T&T human, cultural, 
 OVERALL INDEX framework and infrastructure and natural resources

 Regional Overall 
Country/Economy rank rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score

Singapore 1 10 5.23 6 5.74 4 5.31 25 4.64

Australia 2 11 5.17 23 5.32 25 4.81 4 5.39

New Zealand 3 12 5.17 4 5.75 12 5.06 22 4.69

Japan 4 14 5.13 24 5.31 24 4.86 10 5.22

Hong Kong SAR 5 15 5.11 19 5.43 3 5.32 29 4.59

Korea, Rep. 6 25 4.91 38 5.02 17 4.98 20 4.74

Taiwan, China 7 33 4.71 29 5.19 34 4.63 44 4.29

Malaysia 8 34 4.70 55 4.82 41 4.36 17 4.93

Thailand 9 43 4.47 76 4.47 44 4.25 23 4.68

China 10 45 4.45 71 4.50 63 3.77 13 5.09

India 11 65 4.11 110 3.92 67 3.69 21 4.72

Indonesia 12 70 4.03 95 4.18 84 3.36 31 4.56

Brunei Darussalam 13 72 4.01 94 4.18 57 3.94 67 3.91

Sri Lanka 14 74 3.99 61 4.68 86 3.35 66 3.93

Azerbaijan 15 78 3.97 46 4.94 87 3.34 96 3.63

Vietnam 16 80 3.95 88 4.30 94 3.26 43 4.30

Philippines 17 82 3.93 70 4.51 89 3.33 64 3.95

Kazakhstan 18 88 3.82 62 4.66 79 3.48 119 3.30

Mongolia 19 99 3.63 91 4.25 107 2.96 90 3.69

Cambodia 20 106 3.56 105 4.06 112 2.86 78 3.77

Kyrgyz Republic 21 111 3.45 93 4.23 131 2.61 103 3.51

Nepal 22 112 3.42 100 4.14 128 2.64 105 3.48

Tajikistan 23 114 3.41 90 4.28 123 2.69 122 3.26

Pakistan 24 122 3.25 131 3.38 104 2.99 116 3.38

Bangladesh 25 123 3.24 124 3.56 109 2.91 124 3.24
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several World Heritage cultural sites, many international 
fairs and exhibitions, and creative industries that are 
unsurpassed. Moreover, the country continues to 
develop its infrastructure, with improvements in air 
transport (35th) and ground transport (51st). However, 
some weaknesses pull the country’s ranking down. 
China’s policy environment is not highly conducive to the 
T&T sector’s development (ranked 86th). Furthermore, 
there are increasing concerns related to the sustainable 
development of the sector (109th). China’s tourism 
infrastructure remains underdeveloped (ranked 101th), 
with few international-quality standard hotel rooms 
available and few ATMs, and the country receives a poor 
assessment for its general affinity for Travel & Tourism, 
where it ranks 129th. Finally, although the country 
continues to benefit from relative price competitiveness 
(ranked 37th), this advantage has started to weaken 
under the weight of increasing inflation in several areas, 
as demonstrated by higher hotel prices and weakening 
purchasing power.

India is ranked 11th in the region and 65th overall, 
gaining three places since the last edition. As with China, 
India is well assessed for its natural resources (ranked 
9th) and cultural resources (24th), with many natural and 
cultural World Heritage sites, rich fauna, many fairs and 
exhibitions, and strong creative industries. India also has 
quite good air transport (ranked 39th), particularly given 
the country’s stage of development, and reasonable 
ground transport infrastructure (ranked 42nd), although 
the quality of roads (85th) and of ports (79th) require 
further improvement. In addition, India remains a 
relatively price competitive destination (20th), even in 
the regional context. However, some aspects of its 
tourism infrastructure remain somewhat underdeveloped 
(ranked 95th), with very few hotel rooms per capita by 
international comparison and low ATM penetration. ICT 
infrastructure also remains somewhat underdeveloped 
and underexploited (111th). Another area of concern is 
the policy environment, which is ranked 125th because 
of the long time and high cost required to start a 
business, a restrictive visa policy (132nd), and low level 
of commitment in GATS agreements for tourism services 
(114th). Other areas requiring attention are health and 
hygiene standards (109th) and the country’s human 
resources base (96th).

Indonesia is ranked 12th in the region, right behind 
India the regional rankings and 70th overall, up four 
places since the last edition. In terms of strengths, 
Indonesia places 6th for its excellent natural resources, 
with several World Heritage natural sites and the 
richness of its fauna as measured by the known species 
in the country. Indonesia also has rich cultural resources 
(ranked 38th), with 10 World Heritage cultural sites, a 
number of international fairs and exhibitions held in the 
country, and strong creative industries. Further, the 
country is ranked 9th overall on price competitiveness in 

the T&T industry because of its competitive hotel prices 
(ranked 21st), low ticket taxes and airport charges, and 
favorable fuel prices. In addition, it is ranked 19th for 
its national prioritization of Travel & Tourism. However, 
these strengths are held back by underdeveloped 
infrastructure in the country, especially ground 
transport (87th), tourism infrastructure (113th), and ICT 
infrastructure (87th); together these represent significant 
investment opportunities in the country. There are also 
some concerns related to safety and security, particularly 
the business costs of crime and potential terrorism. In 
addition, Indonesia is not ensuring the environmentally 
sustainable development of the tourism sector (ranked 
125th), an area of particular concern given the sector’s 
dependence on the quality of the natural environment.

Vietnam remains stable at 80th position overall. 
It benefits from its rich cultural resources (ranked 
28th), with several World Heritage cultural sites, 
several international fairs and exhibitions, and strong 
creative industries. Another attraction is Vietnam’s 
natural resources; the country is ranked 25th for its 
World Heritage natural sites, and it has very diverse 
fauna. These attributes are reinforced by its price 
competitiveness (18th). In order to strengthen its T&T 
competitiveness, Vietnam must further develop its 
transport infrastructure, especially its ground transport 
(98th) and tourism infrastructure (112th), while ensuring 
that the sector is developed in an environmentally 
sustainable way (128th). Higher prioritization of the 
sector (now ranked a low 110th) could help to unlock 
the investment required for building the necessary 
infrastructure.

The Philippines is the most improved country in 
the region, ranking 16th regionally and 82nd overall, up 
12 places since the last edition. Among the country’s 
comparative strengths are its natural resources (44th), 
its price competitiveness (24th), and a very strong—and 
improving—prioritization of the Travel & Tourism industry 
(this indicator ranks 15th, as government spending on 
the sector as a percentage of GDP is now 1st in the 
world, and tourism marketing and branding campaigns 
are seen to be increasingly effective). In addition, the 
country has been ensuring that several aspects of its 
policy rules and regulations regime are conducive to the 
development of the T&T sector. Among these are better 
protection of property rights, more openness toward 
foreign investments, and few visa requirements for 
foreign visitors (ranked 7th). However, other areas—such 
as the difficulty of starting a business in the country, in 
both cost and length of the process (ranked 94th and 
117th, respectively)—remain a challenge. Moreover, 
safety and security concerns (ranked 103rd); inadequate 
health and hygiene (94th); and underdeveloped 
ground transport, tourism, and ICT infrastructure are 
all holding back the potential of the economy’s T&T 
competitiveness.

© 2013 World Economic Forum



The Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Report 2013  |  23 

1.1: The Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Index 2013

The Middle East and North Africa

Table 6 shows the regional rankings for the Middle East 
and North Africa region. As the table shows, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) continues to lead the region at 
28th overall, up two places since the last assessment. 
Although the UAE is not endowed with rich natural 
resources, it has built a cultural resource base, attracting 
both leisure and business travelers, with several 
and growing international fairs and exhibitions and 
increasingly diverse creative industries. In addition, the 
country is characterized by a strong affinity for Travel & 
Tourism (24th). Perhaps the most important competitive 
advantage of UAE T&T competitiveness relates to its 
world-class international hubs for global air travel. 
Further, the country has carried out effective marketing 
and branding campaigns (1st) and has embraced 
policy rules and regulations that are conducive to the 
development of the sector (13th). In particular, the 
country is open to foreign investments (14th) and has a 
liberal visa regime (33rd). Environmental sustainability, 
although improving somewhat compared with past 
years, continues to be an area of some concern 
(ranked 91st). Hotel prices are also somewhat high by 
international standards (101st).

Qatar is ranked 2nd in the region and 41st overall, 
up one place since the last assessment. Qatar benefits 
from a safe and secure environment (ranked 21st), 
good ICT and tourism infrastructures (32nd and 37th, 
respectively), and excellent air transport infrastructure 
(23rd), in line with its role as an air transportation 
hub. The ease of hiring foreign labor (4th), increasing 
enrollment rates, and the quality of its education drive 
the ability of the country to find high-quality human 
resources (ranked 7th) inside and outside the country. 
Qatar also has a high degree of customer orientation 
(5th). In order to further enhance the country’s T&T 

competitiveness, Qatar should continue to improve its 
focus on environmental sustainability (59th) and ensure 
that it does not lose sight of the importance of the sector 
for its development—at a rank of 80 in this edition, the 
prioritization of the sector is somewhat lower than in past 
years.

Israel is ranked 3rd in the region, dropping seven 
places to 53rd overall. Israel benefits from its cultural 
attributes, including a number of World Heritage 
cultural sites. The country’s human resources base is 
also well evaluated (31st), providing healthy and well-
trained people to work in the T&T sector. Further, its 
ICT infrastructure is quite well developed (27th), while its 
health and hygiene gets a good mark (26th), especially 
in a regional context. On a less positive note, some 
aspects of safety and security continue to erode at 
the country’s T&T competitiveness: these are primarily 
related to concerns about terrorism (Israel ranks 124th 
on this indicator, somewhat lower than in the last 
edition). However, the decline in rank since the last 
assessment can also be attributed to diminished price 
competitiveness (ranked 133rd), the result of increasing 
fuel prices, hotel prices, ticket taxes, and airport charges 
and the perception that general taxation has become 
more distortionary.

Bahrain is ranked 4th in the region and 55th 
overall, down 15 positions since the last assessment. 
The country maintains a number of clear strengths: 
good transport infrastructure, particularly ground 
transport infrastructure (ranked 11th); high-quality 
human resources in the country (26th); and strong price 
competitiveness (7th). However, Bahrain is seeing a 
weakening in the assessment of its tourism infrastructure 
(66th), while health and hygiene standards (89th) and 
ICT infrastructure (47th) struggle to keep up with rapid 
population growth. Also its limited natural resources 

Table 6: The Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Index 2013: The Middle East and North Africa

 SUBINDEXES

  T&T regulatory Business environment T&T human, cultural, 
 OVERALL INDEX framework and infrastructure and natural resources

 Regional Overall 
Country/Economy rank rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score

United Arab Emirates 1 28 4.86 45 4.95 9 5.14 35 4.51

Qatar 2 41 4.49 48 4.93 31 4.70 75 3.85

Israel 3 53 4.34 36 5.07 51 4.08 71 3.86

Bahrain 4 55 4.30 77 4.46 32 4.69 83 3.74

Oman 5 57 4.29 56 4.81 47 4.20 76 3.84

Jordan 6 60 4.18 37 5.05 69 3.63 72 3.86

Saudi Arabia 7 62 4.17 87 4.32 38 4.43 80 3.76

Lebanon 8 69 4.04 73 4.50 65 3.74 70 3.87

Morocco 9 71 4.03 68 4.59 73 3.60 68 3.89

Egypt 10 85 3.88 86 4.35 77 3.56 84 3.74

Iran, Islamic Rep. 11 98 3.64 112 3.90 96 3.18 74 3.85

Kuwait 12 101 3.61 114 3.81 62 3.89 131 3.14

Algeria 13 132 3.07 134 3.30 126 2.66 123 3.25

Yemen 14 133 2.96 140 2.82 110 2.89 128 3.18

Mauritania 15 134 2.91 137 3.07 133 2.60 132 3.07
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(129th) and environmental sustainability (103rd) do not 
help the country to attract tourists.

Morocco is ranked 9th in the regional rankings 
and 71st overall, improving by seven places since the 
last edition of the Report. Morocco’s tourism sector has 
rebounded after the initial instability in the region that 
followed the Arab Spring. The country has improved in 
almost all areas of the Index, receiving good evaluations 
for aspects of its cultural resources, and is notably 
ranked 22nd for its many World Heritage cultural sites. 
In addition, Morocco is prioritizing the development 
of the sector (ranked 26th) and is characterized by a 
strong affinity for Travel & Tourism (22nd). Moreover, the 
government is seen to be making efforts to develop the 
T&T sector in a sustainable way. In order to improve the 
industry’s competitiveness further, it would be necessary 
to progress on some of its long-standing shortcomings, 
such as health and hygiene (104th) and education 
and training (96th), as well as making additional 
improvements to the transport and tourism infrastructure. 
Safety and security also remain an area of concern.

Lebanon ranks 8th in the region and 69th overall. 
The country has a number of cultural attributes, including 
five World Heritage cultural sites and some creative 
industries. Perhaps more importantly, Lebanon is 
ranked 1st out of all countries for its affinity for Travel 
& Tourism, with tourism accounting for a significant 
amount of economic activity, a very positive attitude 
toward foreign travelers, and an appreciation of the value 
of the country’s attributes for tourism. Indeed, tourism 
infrastructure is well developed in the country (ranked 
27th). On the other hand, in order to improve Lebanon’s 
T&T competitiveness, ground transport infrastructure 
should be further developed (this variable now ranks 
110th) and safety and security issues (116th) must be 
addressed, especially with respect to the business costs 
of terrorism (131st). The policy rules and regulations 
framework should also be strengthened in order to better 
support the sector’s development (115th); for example, 
the cost to start a business is still very high (123rd) and 
the rules on FDI do not encourage investment (91st).

Egypt is ranked 10th regionally, dropping 10 
positions in the global assessment to reach 85th 
overall, probably the result of the continuing unrest in 
the country. Most notably, the evaluation of the safety 
and security environment has dropped to the lowest 
position of all countries covered in the Report (140th). 
Further, rules and regulations are seen as less conducive 
to the development of the sector, with a middling 
rank of 76. Concerns also remain about the state of 
ground transport infrastructure (96th position), tourism 
infrastructure (90th), and ICT infrastructure (80th). A 
focus on improving the human resources base, ranked 
105th (a somewhat poorer assessment than in the last 
Report) would also improve the country’s overall T&T 
competitiveness. On a positive note, the Index reminds 

us of the several strengths on which the country can 
build its T&T competitiveness, including its rich in cultural 
heritage, with seven World Heritage cultural sites and 
several international fairs and exhibitions held in the 
country. Price competitiveness also continues to be an 
important consideration, ranked 4th, with competitive 
hotel prices, low fuel costs, and low prices more 
generally.

Sub-Saharan Africa
Table 7 shows the results for the sub-Saharan region 
which sees the Seychelles entering the rankings 
for the first time at the top of the region, and 38th 
overall. The importance of Travel & Tourism for the 
country’s economy is reflected in its top ranking for the 
prioritization of the industry, with the 2nd highest T&T 
expenditure–to-GDP ratio in the world and effective 
marketing and branding campaigns. These efforts 
are reinforced by a strong national affinity for Travel & 
Tourism (5th); good tourism infrastructure, especially 
in terms of available hotel rooms (6th); and good 
ground and air transport infrastructures, particularly by 
regional standards (31st and 27th, respectively). These 
positive attributes somewhat make up for its relative 
lack of price competitiveness (120th). Although the 
natural environment is now assessed as being in good 
condition, efforts to develop the industry in a sustainable 
way could be reinforced, for example by increasing 
marine and terrestrial protection, which would help to 
protect the many threatened species in the country 
(132nd).

Mauritius loses its number one spot in the regional 
rankings, overtaken by the entry of the Seychelles this 
year, and is ranked 58th overall. The prioritization of 
the industry remains high (3rd), together with a strong 
national affinity for Travel & Tourism (6th). The country’s 
tourism and ground infrastructure are well developed 
by regional standards (48th and 37th, respectively), and 
its policy environment is supportive of the development 
of the sector (ranked 28th). Mauritius also benefits from 
high marks for safety and security (36th). However, 
the country has seen its price competitiveness decline 
significantly (ranked 75th, down from 18th in the last 
assessment)—primarily the result of increasing hotel and 
fuel prices and high ticket taxes and airport charges. 
Additionally, in terms of challenges, the country’s 
environmental sustainability has received a weakened 
assessment, of particular concern given the importance 
of the natural environment for the country’s leisure 
tourism.

South Africa is ranked 3rd in the region and 
64th overall, gaining two places since the last edition. 
South Africa comes in high at 17th place for its natural 
resources and 58th for its cultural resources, based 
on its many World Heritage sites, its rich fauna, its 
creative industries, and the many international fairs and 
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exhibitions held in the country. Infrastructure in South 
Africa is also well developed for the region, with air 
transport infrastructure ranked 43rd and a particularly 
good assessment of railroad quality (46th) and road 
quality (42nd). Overall, policy rules and regulations are 
conducive to the sector’s development (ranked 29th); this 
is an area where the country has improved steadily over 
the past few assessments, with well-protected property 
rights and few visa requirements for visitors. Indeed, 
tourism continues to be one of the five priority sectors 
in the country’s growth plan, and the government has 
reviewed tourism legislation in an effort to streamline it 
further. However, there are also some areas of weakness 
that have brought down the country’s overall ranking. 
Safety and security remains quite worrisome (ranked 
117th), as does the level of health and hygiene (87th)—
the result of low physician density and concerns about 
access to improved sanitation. Related to this, human 
resources are also negatively affected by the poor health 
of much of the workforce, with a low life expectancy 
(129th, at 52 years) driven by high rates of communicable 
diseases such as HIV (137th). Improving the health of the 

workforce is of urgent concern for the future of the T&T 
sector, as well as for all other sectors in the economy. 
Additionally, this year South Africa has experienced 
an increase in fuel prices (77th) and ticket taxes and 
airport charges (105th), which have diminished its price 
competitiveness.

Namibia reaches 5th place the regional rankings, 
coming in at 91st overall. The country benefits from its 
rich natural resources, with rich fauna and a pristine 
natural environment. Indeed, environmental sustainability 
is prioritized to some extent in the country (ranked 36th), 
which is critical given the importance of the quality 
of the environment for Namibia’s tourism. In addition, 
ground transport infrastructure is somewhat developed 
by regional standards (60th). In order to further develop 
the sector, a more conducive policy environment will be 
important. For example, despite efforts in recent years, it 
remains costly and time consuming to start a business. 
Health and hygiene is also not up to international 
standards (106th): the country has few doctors and 
insufficient access to improved sanitation and drinking 
water. More generally, improving the country’s human 

Table 7: The Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Index 2013: Sub-Saharan Africa

 SUBINDEXES

  T&T regulatory Business environment T&T human, cultural, 
 OVERALL INDEX framework and infrastructure and natural resources

 Regional Overall 
Country/Economy rank rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score

Seychelles 1 38 4.51 47 4.94 42 4.35 48 4.26

Mauritius 2 58 4.28 32 5.16 55 4.04 93 3.65

South Africa 3 64 4.13 81 4.44 59 3.93 57 4.03

Cape Verde 4 87 3.87 79 4.45 66 3.72 107 3.45

Namibia 5 91 3.77 89 4.30 70 3.62 115 3.38

Gambia, The 6 92 3.73 72 4.50 93 3.27 111 3.43

Botswana 7 94 3.71 84 4.38 91 3.31 112 3.43

Kenya 8 96 3.66 108 3.98 105 2.98 60 4.01

Rwanda 9 105 3.56 78 4.46 117 2.74 104 3.49

Senegal 10 107 3.49 111 3.91 113 2.84 88 3.71

Zambia 11 108 3.46 102 4.11 122 2.69 98 3.60

Tanzania 12 109 3.46 118 3.67 125 2.68 59 4.02

Uganda 13 116 3.39 116 3.71 121 2.70 79 3.76

Ghana 14 117 3.38 113 3.86 108 2.94 117 3.35

Zimbabwe 15 118 3.33 117 3.67 116 2.76 101 3.56

Swaziland 16 119 3.31 107 4.02 106 2.96 135 2.94

Ethiopia 17 120 3.29 122 3.60 127 2.65 97 3.61

Cameroon 18 121 3.27 123 3.58 124 2.68 102 3.56

Malawi 19 124 3.22 115 3.77 135 2.48 113 3.43

Mozambique 20 125 3.17 121 3.64 120 2.72 130 3.15

Côte d’Ivoire 21 126 3.15 133 3.31 118 2.73 114 3.41

Nigeria 22 127 3.14 135 3.26 114 2.83 118 3.33

Burkina Faso 23 128 3.12 120 3.64 134 2.55 129 3.16

Mali 24 129 3.11 128 3.45 129 2.61 121 3.28

Benin 25 130 3.09 127 3.46 130 2.61 126 3.20

Madagascar 26 131 3.09 132 3.33 119 2.73 127 3.20

Lesotho 27 135 2.89 126 3.46 132 2.60 139 2.62

Guinea 28 136 2.88 136 3.24 137 2.38 134 3.03

Sierra Leone 29 137 2.87 129 3.43 138 2.36 137 2.81

Burundi 30 138 2.82 130 3.40 139 2.33 138 2.73

Chad 31 139 2.61 139 2.90 140 2.11 136 2.82
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resources base (130th) through better education and 
training and more conducive labor laws will be critical.

Botswana is ranked 7th in the region and 94th 
overall, down three places since the last edition of 
the Index. The country, known for its beautiful natural 
parks, is ranked 39th out of all countries for its natural 
resources, with much nationally protected land area, rich 
fauna, and limited environmental damage. The country 
also benefits from excellent price competitiveness, where 
it is ranked 12th because of low ticket taxes and airport 
charges and a favorable tax regime. In addition, some 
aspects of the policy environment are supportive of the 
sector’s development, including well-protected property 
rights and few visa restrictions. However, Botswana does 
face some challenges that lead to its rather low ranking 
overall. The country’s bilateral Air Service Agreements 
are not rewarded as open (120th), and much time is 
still required to start a new business (61 days, placing 
the country 131st). Further, Botswana’s transport and 
ICT infrastructures are somewhat underdeveloped, 
as is its tourism infrastructure, with a low hotel room 
concentration, a limited presence of international car 
rental companies, and relatively few ATMs. Despite slight 
improvements, some concerns remain in the area of 
health and hygiene (97th), attributable to a low physician 
density, limited hospital beds, and insufficient access to 
improved sanitation. Associated with this, Botswana’s 
greatest comparative weakness is the health of the 
workforce.

Kenya, a country long famous for its tourism 
attributes, is ranked 8th regionally and 96th overall, 
rising seven places since the last assessment. Kenya 
is ranked 14th for its natural resources, with its three 
World Heritage natural sites and its rich diversity of 
fauna. Tourism is a recognized priority within the country 
(ranked 23rd on this pillar), with high government 
spending on the sector and effective destination-
marketing campaigns. In addition, a strong focus on 
environmental sustainability results in a rank of 21st, 
which is particularly important for Kenya given the 
sector’s dependence on the natural environment. 
This focus seems to be bearing fruit and contributes 
to the overall improvement of Kenya in the rankings. 
On the downside, the policy environment presents a 
mixed picture and is not sufficiently conducive to the 
development of the sector (ranked 95th). Although 
openness in terms of visa requirements and bilateral 
Air Service Agreements has improved significantly, 
property rights are insufficiently protected, and much 
time and high costs are still required to start a business. 
In addition, infrastructure remains underdeveloped and 
health and hygiene levels require improvement, as does 
the human resources base (106th). Finally, the security 
situation in the country remains a significant hindrance to 
further developing the sector (ranked 135th).

Tanzania ranks 12th in the region and 109th 
overall, moving up one place since the last assessment. 
Tanzania’s biggest attraction for tourists remains its 
outstanding endowment in natural resources (4th), with 
several World Heritage natural sites, rich fauna, and 
much protected land area. This is buttressed by some 
focus in the country on environmental sustainability 
(ranked 45th). However, protecting the country’s rich 
fauna remains challenging, as demonstrated by the low 
rank (110th) for the percentage of threatened species in 
the country. Tanzania’s policy environment has improved 
significantly in terms of the openness of the country’s 
bilateral Air Service Agreements and visa requirements. 
Nonetheless, further efforts are required in the area by 
better protecting property rights (103th) and lowering 
the costs and time required to start a business. The 
other main issues of concern are insufficient safety and 
security (120th) and infrastructure that requires significant 
upgrading. Another area Tanzania should focus on 
must be improving the human resources base (116th), 
especially the improving health of the workforce and 
upgrading the educational system.

Zimbabwe is ranked 118th, up one place since 
last year, yet with an extremely low ranking for a 
country that was, until relatively recently, a popular 
tourist destination. Indeed, Zimbabwe is ranked 22nd 
for its rich natural resources, which have long drawn 
international travelers to the country, and a number of 
World Heritage natural sites, much nationally protected 
land area, and rich fauna. Despite these strengths, the 
Index mainly highlights weaknesses in other areas. The 
policy environment continues to be among the least 
supportive of T&T industry development in the world 
(ranked 138th), with extremely poor assessments for 
laws related to FDI and property rights; furthermore, 
starting a business is extremely time consuming and 
costly. Safety and security is also a major concern, with 
high crime and violence and a lack of trust in the police 
to provide protection from crime (120th). There are also 
major concerns related to human resources (134th), with 
low enrollment rates in primary and secondary education 
by international standards, and among the worst health 
indicators in the world.

Nigeria is ranked 22nd in the region and 127th 
overall, an improvement of three places since the last 
assessment. Nigeria has important natural resources 
that could be leveraged to develop its T&T industry, 
which would usher in benefits to its overall economy 
and to its development agenda. However, Nigeria’s T&T 
competitiveness continues to be held back by several 
issues that are also important for its general economic 
development. The country’s safety and security is 
among the poorest in the world (136th), as are health 
and hygiene levels (133th). Infrastructures require 
significant upgrading, especially ground transport (119th) 
and tourism infrastructure (103rd). Additionally, policy 
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rules and regulation are not sufficiently supportive of the 
development of the sector, with insufficiently protected 
property rights (116th), significant costs and time needed 
to start a business, and extensive visa requirements 
(126th). Moreover, Nigeria suffers from a lack of price 
competitiveness, particularly by regional standards, with 
very high ticket taxes and charges and hotel prices. Yet 
the T&T sector is not seen a high priority for the country 
(133th), which may make efforts across these many 
areas all the more difficult.

Several African countries are ranked below the 
120th position overall, including the two newly covered 
economies Guinea (136th) and Sierra Leone (137th). 
These countries must address many of the basic factors 
required to make it attractive to develop their T&T 
sectors, including improved safety and security, health, 
and infrastructure.

CONCLUSIONS
We have looked at the T&T competitiveness of 140 
economies, spanning all regions of the world, based 
on the World Economic Forum’s Travel & Tourism 
Competitiveness Index (TTCI). The TTCI represents our 
best efforts to capture the complex phenomenon of T&T 
competitiveness, demonstrating that a whole array of 
reforms and improvements in different areas are required 
for improving the T&T competitiveness of nations.

By highlighting success factors and obstacles to 
T&T competitiveness in economies around the world, the 
TTCI is a tool that can be used to identify the competitive 
strengths of individual economies as well as the barriers 
that impede the development of the sector. The Index 
also allows economies to track their progress over time 
on those indicators of interest.

We will continue to publish The Travel & Tourism 
Competitiveness Report on a biennial basis, ensuring 
that the TTCI can continue to be used as a platform for 
dialogue between the business community and national 
policymakers working together to improve the T&T 
competitiveness of their respective economies, and thus 
improving the growth prospects and prosperity of their 
citizens.

NOTE
 1 For more information on the World Economic Forum’s work on 

sustainable competitiveness, see Sala-i-Martin et al. 2012.
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