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Introduction 
The systems that affect our daily lives are undergoing a rapid 
technological transformation due to the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution. Our challenge is to make sure that innovation is 
centred on the current and impending needs of humanity.
 
The process of technological innovation – invention, 
commercialization and widespread adoption – enables 
companies, communities and citizens around the globe to 
create value in entirely new ways. It also remains the most 
powerful force for human development, as demonstrated by the 
doubling of life expectancy in almost every country. However, if 
the benefits of this ingenuity and effort become concentrated 
among just a few, social cohesion and public trust will dissipate.
 
Ensuring that innovation is human-centred requires nurturing 
an entire ecosystem of innovators, entrepreneurs and decision-
makers in business and society, from seed investors and 
start-up incubators to major commercial platforms. It is in this 
context that the 12th Annual Meeting of the New Champions 
will take place under the theme, “Shaping Innovative Societies 
in the Fourth Industrial Revolution”. 

“The Fourth Industrial Revolution 
technologies are truly disruptive 
– they upend existing ways of 
sensing, calculating, organizing, 
acting and delivering.”

Klaus Schwab 
Founder and Executive Chairman, World Economic Forum

On the Agenda 
The Annual Meeting of the New Champions is the foremost 
global summit on innovation, science and technology, 
promoting entrepreneurship in the global public interest. 
This year for the first time, the Annual Meeting of the New 
Champions will also convene experts and decision-makers in 
the World Economic Forum’s newly launched Fourth Industrial 
Revolution Councils in areas including:
 
 – Artificial intelligence and machine learning
 – Internet of things and connected devices
 – Blockchain and distributed ledger technology
 – Autonomous and urban mobility
 – Drones and tomorrow’s airspace
 – Precision medicine

It will also feature sessions of the World Economic Forum's 
Centre for Entrepreneurship and Innovation (UpLink) as well 
as activities of the new Global Centre for Cybersecurity. 
 

Over 200 working sessions and community activities spread 
across three days are designed to advance: 

 – Collaboration with industry leaders promoting emerging 
technologies, scientists making breakthrough discoveries 
and policy-makers enabling growth through innovation

 – Co-design, testing and refinement of governance protocols 
and policy frameworks, for instance in the area of data 
ownership, to maximize the social benefits and minimize 
the risks of advanced science and technology

 – Interaction with start-up companies active on UpLink, 
the world’s foremost innovation accelerator dedicated to 
enabling start-ups to find investors, partners and mentors 
to drive business growth and job creation while delivering 
global impact

 – Deeper understanding of China’s vibrant innovation 
ecosystem by engaging directly with its pioneering 
businesses, advanced research centres and most 
promising start-ups



Participants 
Forum Members – Innovative and dynamic businesses that 
harness technology-driven disruption to drive future growth
Technology Pioneers – Companies involved in the 
development of life-changing technologies and have the 
potential for long-term impact on business and society
Institutional Members and Partners – The largest and 
most influential multinational corporations represented by 
their chief executive officers and chief officers of research and 
development, strategy, technology and innovation
Public Figures – Heads of government and international 
organizations, and ministers of energy and resources, 
environment, health, science and technology, who are 
committed to improving competitiveness in today’s challenging 
economic climate
Young Global Leaders – A multistakeholder community 
of young leaders providing insight into the priorities and 
expectations of future generations
Civil Society and Academic Institutions – Leaders from 
renowned and innovative non-governmental organizations and 
leading universities

UpLink Members – selected for their  innovation and potential 
for global impact
Global Shapers – Individuals between 20 to 30 years of age 
selected for their great potential for future leadership roles in 
society
Social Entrepreneurs – Leaders of the most innovative 
business solutions and partnership models driving social 
change
Young Scientists – Exceptional young researchers from 
around the world who have produced ground-breaking work in 
various scientific fields
Global Fourth Industrial Revolution Councils – Leaders from 
business, government, civil society and academia committed to 
shaping the governance and application of the most important 
emerging technologies in the global public interest.
Cultural Leaders – Artists from around the world who 
challenge assumptions about technology, share visions of the 
future and build bridges in the dialogue on global issues
Media Leaders – Publishers and editors-in-chief, top economic 
columnists, and science and technology editors
 

Registration and Information 
Visit our online collaboration platform, TopLink, to register, contribute to the agenda and receive updates on the programme, 
participants and other meeting highlights.

https://toplink.weforum.org/event/annual-meeting-new-champions-2018 

For more information, contact NewChampions@weforum.org 

Programme at a Glance  

Monday 17 September Tuesday 18 September Wednesday 19 September Thursday 20 September

07.30 – 09.00  
Community Sessions

07.30 – 09.00 
Community Sessions

07.30 – 09.00 
Community Sessions

09.00 – 20.00 
Registration Open

09.00 – 18.15 
Official Programme

09.00 – 18.30 
Official Programme

09.00 – 13.00 
Official Programme

13.00 – 13.30 
Closing Plenary and Closing 
Remarks

13.30
Farewell Reception

19.00 – 22.00
Welcome Receptions 
Community Dinners

19.00 – 22.00
Cultural Soirée

19.30 – 22.00
Partners and Members 
Dinners


