
Your Community, Your Endowment
Overview 

The solutions for many of the world’s most pressing challenges will come from the 
next generation of leaders. With this in mind, the World Economic Forum created 
independent communities of young leaders, entrepreneurs, and advocates each 
with the goal of creating measurable impact worldwide. The Forum of Young Global 
Leaders is a separate legal entity with its own Foundation Board, operated by the 
World Economic Forum and housed at the Forum Headquarters in Switzerland.

Forum of Young Global Leaders

The Forum of Young Global Leaders is a community of 800 exceptional leaders 
under the age of 40, from business, politics, academia, media, and not-for-profit 
sectors of more than 100 countries. Together, YGLs operate as a force for good, to 
overcome barriers that elsewhere stand in the way of progress. They have created 
over 30 powerful initiatives that have benefited nearly 30 million people, including: 

•	 Thirst: YGL Mina Guli was the first person to run 40 marathons across 7 
deserts over 7 continents in 7 weeks, to raise awareness to global water 
scarcity. She leads YGL Initiative, Thirst – which has educated and engaged 
over 100,000 youth between 10-15 to become responsible water citizens. 

•	 I am the Code: YGLs Marieme Jamme, Rina Kupferschmid-Rojas, and 
Belinda Palmar are mobilizing policymakers in 5 countries to invest in 
female digital literacy. By 2030, they will ensure 1 million women and girls 
learn to code, find jobs, and become the next generation of digital leaders.  

•	 MUrgency: A mobile app which connects people who need emergency 
response with qualified medical, safety, and rescue teams, MUrgency has 
responded to over 300,000 emergencies worldwide, connecting over 1,500 
medical responders and 70 medical institutions to individuals in need. 

•	 Maverick Collective: With Melinda Gates, YGLs Kate Roberts and  HRH 
Mette-Merit founded the Maverick Collective – a community of philanthropists 
who use their intellectual and financial resources to create change. Together, 
they have mobilized over $30 million in resources to help more than 300,000 
girls and women live healthier lives through pilot projects in 13 countries. 

•	 Apolitical: YGLs Lisa Witter and Robyn Scott founded Apolitical – an 
initiative driving innovative ideas and solutions in government, ranging 
from pioneering social impact bonds in South Africa, to anti-corruption 
programmes in Sri Lanka, and the adoption of a millennial talent programme 
in the USA. 3 YGLs are funders and 2 YGLs serve as strategic advisors.

“The YGL programme provided 
me a rare opportunity to 
connect with professionals 
who share common ideals. The 
convening power of the World 
Economic Forum has allowed us 
to collaborate and bring novel 
approaches of peace-building to 
policy-maker’s attention.” 
Saleem Ali, YGL and Director of 
Social Responsibility in Mining, 
University of Queensland



Making a Difference by Giving Back

Overview 

Until now, funding for the Forum of Young Global Leaders has come from membership 
fees and sponsored partnerships, as well as support from the World Economic Forum. 
However, as our community’s programmes expand and we aim to catalyse greater 
systems change globally, the need for a long-term sustainable funding model is clear 
— especially if we are to continue this trajectory of growth. 

With this in mind, the Forum of Young Global Leaders aims to build a YGL Endowment 
Fund to raise $20 million over the next three years to accelerate our impact. 

For Community members, their experience has been life changing and they have 
voiced a desire to help ensure all leaders can experience this journey. Philanthropy will 
be critical to forging collaborations, synergies and learning moments for future YGLs 
and to continue operating in a way that is self-sustaining and autonomous.

The Endowment Model 

An Endowment refers to assets that are invested in perpetuity, unlike expendable 
funds, which are typically used for immediate needs. Since the raised principal amount 
stays invested, endowment funds provide a steady and predictable source of interest 
income over time—on which the Young Global Leaders may make commitments and 
build their programmes. By growing the fund, we would be able to leverage the overall 
size of a large investment for greater returns.

For example, a $20 million endowment fund invested with a 5% return would yield 
$1 million annually to be used for initiatives and projects. The original principal 
balance would remain the same and no more than X% of the total market value of the 
endowment principle could be spent in a single fiscal year — in order to balance the 
effects of inflation as well as to continue to build endowment principal.

Designating Funds to the YGL Community 

Like alumni donors at a university who are keen to give back to their departments — 
we realize many YGLs have an affinity to their community. Endowment Fund donors 
will be able to choose whether they prefer to donate to the YGL Community through an 
unrestricted donation used toward the areas of greatest need or whether (with gifts of 
$100,000 USD, or more) they desire to donate to a specific project or impact area. We 
will make every effort to ensure that donations are used as they are directed.

“In 2014, the World Economic 
Forum selected me to join 
its Young Global Leaders 
community. I didn’t realize at 
the time the impact it was going 
to have on my life. Becoming 
a YGL wasn’t an award for 
past accomplishments, but an 
invitation to start a new journey 
committed to help make the 
world at better place.”
Rajiv Pant, YGL and CTO,  
Tribune Publishing



Ways to Give

1. Professional Development for the Next Generation

The Forum of Young Global Leaders is a thought-leadership community supported 
by Executive Education modules designed exclusively for our members. The 
modules provide an opportunity for both personal and professional transformation, 
which fosters a community of peers that questions the status quo and pushes one 
another to not only do more — but to be more too. Modules take place at the world’s 
top schools, including: Harvard, Oxford, Stanford, Lee Yuan Yew, INCAE, and WITS. 

With the growing success of these modules, we are often unable to accommodate 
high demand. For example, the 2016 Stanford module received 160 applicants for 
only 40 available seats. Endowed funding would ensure an annual guaranteed 
revenue stream for quality learning opportunities and the reliability to expand 
current programme offerings to engage more participants. It would also:  

• Secure the continuation of quality education modules moving forward 
• Expand current programme offerings to additional institutions and regions
• Allow a greater number of community members to participate in modules 
• Catalyse the community to apply lessons-learned to shape a better future 

2. Scholarship Programme 

Young Global Leaders are from all walks of life, from every region of the world, 
and every stakeholder group in society. The community is a truly representative 
body, where membership is diverse and spans public, private, and civil society 
actors. With this diversity however, not all constituents are of equal financial means. 
Creating a dependable scholarship programme would allow all community 
members greater opportunities to travel, learn, and egage with the World 
Economic Forum — a necessity if we are to ensure next-generation change-
makers from all walks of life are shaping and contributing to the global agenda. 

3. Impact Initiatives  

Bold, brave, and action-oriented — Young Global Leaders operate as a force for 
good. They imagine how the world could be better, and take personal responsibility 
to act. Together, they break down silos, disrupt systems, bridge cultures, and 
use their individual and collective skills to achieve more together than they could 
separately through creating newpartnerships, projects, businesses, initiatives, and 
taskforces. Endowed funding to strenghten and accelerate these efforts would:

• Enable the expansion of the YGL Impact Lab, a three-day incubator to 
transform new ideas into high-impact initiatives capable of positive change

• Provide seed-funding to selected, tested, and proven ideas and solutions
• Facilate investment to grow and scale current YGL impact initiatives 
• Create possibilities for new impact offerings, including  an accelerator fund 

to support for-profit social impact ideas in exchange for a percentage of 
company equity to be invested back into the YGL Endowment Fund 

“My	first	interaction	as	a	YGL	
was at the leadership and public 
policy education module that 
YGLs attend at the Harvard 
Kennedy School of Government. 
What I took away from the course 
– the mentoring, the ideas, the 
collaboration in career planning 
from YGLs, helped me to plan my 
next career step, which ultimately 
resulted in my current role. It has 
definitely	helped	me	become	a	
better person and pursue what I 
am passionate about.” 
Geraldine Chin Moody, YGL and 
Group Executive, People, Culture, 
and Sustainability, Virigin Australia



Endowment Fund Governance

Overview 

To ensure transparency in handling and disbursing donations, the 
YGL Endowment Fund is supported by members of the Forum of 
Young Global Leaders and YGL Alumni community. The Capital 
Campaign Committee will review and provide recommendations 
on the financial performance of the Endowment Fund and act in 
accordance with the endowment spending procedures to ensure 
that donations are carried out in accordance with donor intent. 

Target Donor Audience

Contributors the YGL Endowment Fund will largely be individual 
philanthropists, family foundations, and alumni members of our 
communities who use their financial resources to create change. 
Corporate foundations (or CSR units) will also be approached 
as an important future funding source. Current YGL Alumni may 
have membership fees waived for their lifetime, if they wish to 
support the endowment with a minimum gift of $50,000.

Types of Gifts 

Donations (or multi-year pledges) to the YGL Endowment Fund 
can be made through outright or bequest gifts. The gifts offered 
by an individual, corporation, or foundation could include: 

1. Cash, cash equivalent and/or a written cash pledge 
2. Stocks (publicly traded, closely held, restricted or others 

subject to the Capital Campaign Committee’s approval)
3. Bonds, Mutual Funds, or Bequests and Wills 
4. Other gifts on a case-by-case basis 

 
Recognition Programme 

Donors will be thanked in a meaningful way. The Foundation will 
establish a recognition programme, which will include a legacy 
society or donor board displaced in a prominent event place or 
online space. Others way to thank donors may include: 

• Naming scholarships or chair positions of YGLs or staff
• Organized dinners, tours, or visits with Forum leadership
• Annual Stewardship Report to outline the YGL 

Endowment Fund’s performance and impact 

Legal Aspects 

While the YGL Endowment Fund will be hosted at the World 
Economic Forum Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, potential 
donors reside globally. Though we can accept international funds 
in Switzerland from any country, we are unable to issue country-
specific tax receipts without nationally-based charitable status. 
Tax deductions are a large incentive to potential donors and an 
important value-add to philanthropists. We have thereby set out 
to obtain charitable status in the United States and Europe. 

Donations in Switzerland 

Donations made in Switzerland will receive charitable tax receipts 
for the full amount, due to the Foundation’s tax exempt status.

Donations in other European Countries 

In Europe, we have partnered with Transnational Giving, an 
organization that acts as a receiver of any donation from the UK, 
EU, or Switzerland and will issue a country-specific tax receipt 
to the donor. They charge 5% on any gift up to 100,000 CHF 
and 1% on gifts over 100,000 CHF — a trade-off to not obtaining 
nationally-based charitable status in every relevant country.  
 
Donations in the United States

An American Board will be founded to formally accept and 
distribute donated funds. We are currently working to secure 
charitable status to issue country-specific tax receipts. 

Donations in other Countries 

The YGL Endowment Fund may set up legal entities in additional 
countries worldwide, depending on interest. In the case of large 
international gifts, the legal fees to register for charitable status 
may be included in the pledged amount. 

Financial Structure 

An internal Investment Committee has been tasked with setting 
strategic asset allocation and spending policies, including hiring 
an external asset manager. The Capital Campaign Committee 
will review the policy and offer feedback and recommendations. 
 
The YGL Endowment will pursue a balanced portfolio of 
investments. Initial dialogue has begun with UBS, who will 
manage the fund in Switzerland but keep it in USD for highest 
returns. Due to their willingness to accommodate the Fund at an 
early stage, we will create a simple investment structure of 3-5 
ETFs, and 1-2 socially responsible active funds — which will aim 
for a conservative return between 2.5-3.5%. Negative screens 
will be in place to avoid investments in alcohol and tobacco.

Donations Can Be Made To: 
 
Bank name: UBS AG
Address: Postfach - 8098 Zürich – Switzerland
Account name: Forum of Young Global Leaders
Account number: 0240-852322.62J
Swift /sort code: UBSWCHZH80A
IBAN: CH420024024085232262J


