Cohort 2014

Rod E. AJATES

Position: Community Lead, Business Engagement-Latin America
Nationality: United States, Spain

Languages: English and Spanish

Education: Master of Science in International Trade, Pontific University of

Comillas; Bachelor of Business Administration in International Business,
Antonio de Nebrija University

Previous Employers: GMB North America, Inc. VIAL America, Inc., Vital
Dent Dentistry, Spanish Embassy, Epayda, S.A., Wottoline Promotions, S.A.

Cohort 2014

Merid BERHE

Position: Community Lead, Young Global Leaders - North America

Nationality: United States
Languages: English and Amharic

Education: Master of International Business, The Fletcher School at Tufts
University; Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Economics, Winston-
Salem State University

Previous Employers: Development Finance International, Inc.,
CargoMetrics, Chicago Bridge & Iron, The Corporate Council on Africa,
Barack Obama Campaign for Change

Cohort 2014

Chidiogo AKUNYILI

Position: Community Lead, Global Shapers - Africa

Nationality: Nigeria

Languages: English, Igbo, French, German, Chinese, Italian and Spanish
Education: Master of Arts in International Relations & International
Economics, SAIS Johns Hopkins University; Bachelor of Art in International

Relations and French, University of Pennsylvania; Diplome du Programme
International, International Relations & Political Science, Sciences-Po Paris

Previous Employers: Roland Berger Strategy Consultants, Frontier Strategy
Group, UNDP, T&D Associates Consulting Beijing, Institute for Cultural
Diplomacy, Foreign Policy Research Institute

Cohort 2014

Andrey BERDICHEVSKIY
Position: Community Lead, Automotive Industry
Nationality: Germany
Languages: English, German and Russian

Education: Masters and Bachelors in Industrial Engineering and
Management, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT)

Previous Employers: Monitor Deloitte Strategy (Deloitte Consulting), Arthur
D. Little, Siemens



Cohort 2014

Saswati BORA

Position: Project Lead, Agriculture and Food Security Initiatives
Nationality: India

Languages: English, Hindi, Assamese and Bengali

Education: Master of International Affairs, Columbia University; Post

Graduate Diploma in Social Communications Media, Sophia Polytechnic;
Bachelor of Arts in Economics, University of Delhi

Previous Employers: The World Bank, International Food Policy Research
Institute, The Asian Age Holdings Limited, Technoserve, UNDP Bureau of
Development Policy

Cohort 2014

Gill CASSAR

Position: Programme Lead, Environment and Sustainability
Nationality: South Africa
Languages: English, French, Spanish and Afrikaans

Education: Master of Science in Economics for Development, University of
Oxford; Honours Degree, Economics, University of Cape Town; Bachelor of
Commerce, Politics, Philosophy and Economics, University of Cape Town

Previous Employers: Dalberg Global Development Advisors, Deloitte
Consulting

Cohort 2014

Diego BUSTAMANTE

Position: Community Lead, Young Global Leaders - Latin America & Sub-
Saharan Africa

Nationality: Colombia
Languages: Spanish, English and French
Education: Master of Public Administration, Economic and Political

Development, Columbia University (New York); Bachelor of International
Relations, Rosario University (Bogota)

Previous Employers: MSI International Development Consulting Firm,
Presidency of Colombia, Colombian Agency for Demobilization and
Reintegration, Center for Knowledge and Innovation Management

Cohort 2014

Alice CHARLES

Position: Community Lead, Infrastructure and Urban Development Industry

Nationality: Ireland
Languages: English

Education: Master of Business Administration, University College Dublin
Michael Smurfit Graduate Business School; Postgraduate Diploma Town &
Country Planning, Queens University Belfast; Bachelor of Science
Environmental Planning, Queens University Belfast and Radboud University
Nijmegen

Previous Employers: Ministry of Environment, Ireland, National Parliament,
Ireland, SKM Colin Buchanan and GVA



Cohort 2014

Victoria CRAWFORD

Position: Community Lead, International Organisations and Government
Affairs

Nationality: United Kingdom
Languages: English, French and Hausa

Education: Master of Science Dryland Science and Management, Oxford
University; Master of Arts (Oxon) Geography, Oxford University

Previous Employers: Africa All Party Parliamentary Group, Houses of
Parliament / Royal African Society (UK); International Institute for
Environment and Development (UK); Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association UK; Civil Society Action Coalition on Education for All (Nigeria).

Cohort 2014

Akshay JOSHI

Position: Community Lead, Business Engagement - India and South Asia

Nationality: India
Languages: English and Hindi

Education: Master of Business Administration, Manchester Business School;
Bachelor of Science in Nautical Technology, University of Mumbai

Previous Employers: The Practice - Porter Novelli, eBay, Wilhelmsen Ship
Management

Cohort 2014

Sivasankar ILANGOVAN
Position: Project Manager, Digital Transformation
Nationality: India
Languages: Tamil, English and Hindi
Education: Master in International Business, Grenoble Graduate School of

Business; Bachelor of Engineering (Mechanical), Regional Engineering
College/National Institute of Technology

Previous Employers: Tata Consultancy Services

Cohort 2014

/

Ravi KANERIYA

4

Position: Community Lead, Young Global Leaders - Middle East, North
Africa and South Asia

Nationality: United States
Languages: English, Gujarati, French and Arabic
Education: Master of International Business, Tufts University (Fletcher

School); Social Enterprise & Poverty Certificate, HEC-Paris; Bachelor of
Political Science, The College of New Jersey

Previous Employers: Shelter Suites & Hotels Limited, Oasis500, Bayti Real
Estate Investment Company, Hitachi Research Institute, AMIDEAST, BTS



Cohort 2014

Christian KAUFHOLZ

Position: Community Lead, Agriculture, Food & Beverage Industry
Nationality: Germany

Languages: English, German, Spanish, French

Education: Master of Science in International Political Economy, London
School of Economics and Political Science; Bachelor of Arts in Economics
and Political Science, Columbia University; Dipléome du Programme

international de sciences politiques et sociales, Institut d'Etudes Politiques de
Paris (Sciences Po)

Previous Employers: JUNA Fruits, GPlus Europe (Omnicom), European
Commission, IBM Global Services, North Atlantic Treaty Organization

Cohort 2014

Nikolai KHLYSTOV

Position: Community Lead, Strategic Partnership

Nationality: Russia, Canada

Languages: English, Russian and French

Education: Master of Science in Business Administration, International

Management, HEC, University of Geneva; Bachelor of Commerce, Marketing,
Eric Sprott School of Business, Carleton University

Previous Employers: World Economic Forum

Cohort 2014

Juergen KEITEL

Position: Community Lead, Aviation & Travel Industries

Nationality: Germany
Languages: English, German and French

Education: Master of Air Transport, Cranfield University; Bachelor of Science
in Air Transport Engineering, City University London

Previous Employers: Airbus, America West Airlines, Talus Solutions, British
Airways

Cohort 2014

Andrej KIRN

Position: Community Lead, International Organisations and Government
Affairs

Nationality: Slovenia
Languages: Slovenian, English, Croatian and French
Education: Master of EU International Relations and Diplomacy Studies,

College of Europe; Bachelor of Politics and International Studies, University
of Warwick

Previous Employers: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Slovenia; European
External Action Service



Cohort 2014

Marina KROMMENACKER
Position: Community Lead, Strategic Partnership
Nationality: Switzerland, France
Languages: French, English and Spanish

Education: Masters and Bachelor in Drama and Theatre Studies, Trinity
College Dublin

Previous Employers: Accenture, Irish Health Services Executive (HSE),
Revolutioncycle

Cohort 2014

Vanessa MOUNGAR

Position: Community Lead, Regional Strategies - Africa
Nationality: Chad, France
Languages: French, English, German and Arabic

Education: Master of Arts in Management, Harvard University; Bachelor of
Arts in International Business, INSEEC - Paris Business College

Previous Employers: Liberian Energy Network, Terrafina, AV Consulting,
Dell

Cohort 2014

Mariah LEVIN

Position: Community Lead, Civil Society

Nationality: United States

Languages: French, Russian and Ukrainian

Education: Master of Art in Law and Diplomacy, The Fletcher School; Master

of Theological Studies, Harvard Divinity School; Bachelor of Arts, Wellesley
College

Previous Employers: KPMG LLP; The International Organization for
Migration; Fulbright Fellow in Ukraine, Casablanca American School

Cohort 2014

Murray NICOL

Position: Digital Project Lead

Nationality: Canada, United Kingdom
Languages: English and French

Education: Master of Business Administration, HEC Montreal; Bachelor of
Arts in Communication Studies, Concordia University

Previous Employers: Rio Tinto Alcan, Discovery Communications/ Bell
Media, B360 Media, Canadian Olympic Association



Cohort 2014

Vangelis PAPAKONSTANTINOU

Position: Project Lead, Infrastructure Initiatives

Nationality: Greece
Languages: Greek and English

Education: Master of Public Policy & Management, Athens University of
Economics & Business, Master of International Health Policy (Health
Economics) London School of Economics; Bachelor of Economics & Politics,
Warwick University

Previous Employers: Office of the Secretary for Public Private Partnerships
- Greek Ministry for Development, Ernst & Young Project Finance, Grant
Thornton

Cohort 2014

Bernhard PETERMEIER

Position: Community Lead, Technology Pioneers

Nationality: Austria
Languages: German, English, Spanish and Russian

Education: Master of Business Administration, INSEAD, PhD in Mechanics
and Mechatronics, Vienna University of Technology; Master of Science in
Mechanical Engineering, Vienna University of Technology; Exchange
Programme in Modern China Studies for Scientists and Economists, Peking
University, Fudan University

Previous Employers: ABB Group, CargoSoul, Vienna University of
Technology

Cohort 2014

Kelly OMMUNDSEN

Position: Community Lead, Regional Strategies-North America
Nationality: United States
Languages: English and Spanish

Education: Master of Science in Foreign Service, Georgetown University;
Bachelor of Arts, University of Michigan

Previous Employers: United Nations Population Fund, Clinton Bush Haiti
Fund, Gram Bharati Samiti

Cohort 2014

Thomas PHILBECK

Position: Lead, Global Growth Company

Nationality: United States

Languages: English, Italian, German and French

Education: Master of Business Administration, HEC-Paris School of
Management, PhD and Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary Humanities, Florida

State University; Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy and Religion, Appalachian
State University

Previous Employers: Infosys Limited, New York Institute of Technology, The
New British Centre, Abbey Road International Programs



Cohort 2014

Sarah SHELLABY

Position: Community Lead, Retail, Consumer & Lifestyle Industry

Nationality: Switzerland, United States
Languages: English, French, Spanish, German, Italian and Portuguese

Education: Master of Science in Health Policy, London School of Economics;
Bachelor of Arts, Yale University

Previous Employers: United Nations World Food Programme, World Health
Organization, Allen & Overy LLP

Cohort 2014

Christoph VON TOGGENBURG

Position: Community Lead, Schwab Foundation - Europe, Middle East and
Africa

Nationality: Switzerland, Austria
Languages: German, English, Spanish, French and Italian
Education: Master of International Public Policy, Johns Hopkins University

Master of Fine Arts, Chelsea College of Art and Design; Bachelor of
Communications and Fine Arts, Guildhall University

Previous Employers: Colour the World Foundation, International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC), United Nations (UNRWA)

Cohort 2014

Jahda SWANBOROUGH

Position: Project Lead, Climate Change Initiative

Nationality: Australia

Languages: English

Education: Master of International Affairs, Australian National University;

Bachelor of Business, Queensland University of Technology; Bachelor of
Journalism, Queensland University of Technology

Previous Employers: Australian Government: Department of Finance,
Australian Greenhouse Office, Department of Climate Change and Energy
Efficiency, and Australian Renewable Energy Agency

Cohort 2014

Vivian YANG

Position: Lead, Media Operations China
Nationality: China
Languages: Mandarin and English

Education: Master of Arts and Bachelor of Arts in English and International
Relations, China Foreign Affairs University

Previous Employers: Xinhua News Agency, Motorola Inc (Beijing)



Cohort 2014

Roger ZHANG

Position: Community Lead, Information Technology Industry

Nationality: China

Languages: English and Mandarin

Education: Master of Automation Science and Engineering, Xi'an Jiaotong
University; Dual degrees of Bachelor of Science in Information Tech and

Bachelor of Arts in English, Xi'an Jiaotong University

Previous Employers: Edelman (Beijing & New York Office), CNBC, China
Central Television International



