IMPACT PILLAR:
NOURISHING BILLIONS
Feeding a growing global population through ethical, transparent and sustainable
aquatic resources
THE CHALLENGE
Blue foods – foods produced from
ocean and freshwater systems – have
an essential role to play in tackling
malnutrition and building healthy,
nature-positive and resilient food
systems. One out of every five people
relies on fish as a source of
micronutrients, such as zinc, vitamin A
and fatty acids for many vulnerable
communities with no access to
substitutes. Projections show that by
2050, about 4.5 billion people will rely
on fish as a source of animal protein.
Global consumption of seafood has

doubled in the last 50 years and the
impact to ocean health and aquatic
ecosystems of continuing to meet
increasing demand is high. The UN Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
states that 34% of fish stocks are
currently overfished, and the predicted
declines in fish catch from continued
overfishing over the next few decades
will put 10% of the world’s population at
risk of malnutrition. Climate change, soil
erosion and chemical runoff from
agriculture all place additional stress on
aquatic ecosystems and affect their
productivity.

Changes in how ocean and other
aquatic resources are managed are
needed to ensure that blue food
continues to provide sustainable food
for a growing population. Growth in
food from the sea is dependent on
expanding sustainable mariculture,
including accelerating the production of
species such as seaweed and bivalves
(e.g. mussels, oysters) that do not
depend on direct feed inputs.
Sustainably growing the amount of
aquatic food is also dependent on
reforming capture fisheries through
better governance and management of
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fisheries, including eliminating
overfishing, illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing and harmful
subsidies. Reductions in the amount of
blue food lost or wasted will also be
crucial – currently estimated at 30-35%.
Blue foods are a vital, and
interconnected, part of our food
systems and, as such, will have an
essential role to play in the shift
towards a sustainable, healthy food
system in our communities, markets and
environment.

PHASE I
In Phase I, Friends of Ocean Action
supported a number of efforts to
advocate for better policies in blue
food and raise the awareness of its
importance for sustainable and healthy
food systems. These efforts centred on
combating IUU fishing; eliminating
harmful fisheries subsidies that

contribute to overfishing and IUU
fishing; and furthering scientific
research on the role that blue food can
play in feeding a projected population
of 10 billion by 2050 through the Blue
Foods Assessment. Find out more in the
Friends of Ocean Action Phase I Impact
report.

PHASE II
Phase II is continuing to build on this
work to improve food security, nutrition
and livelihoods from blue food through
the expansion and abundance in fish
stocks, growth in sustainable
aquaculture practices and reduction in
seafood waste. This will be achieved
under the following workstreams:
Eliminating harmful fisheries
subsidies
Combatting IUU fishing through the
effective implementation of port
state measures across the Pacific,
based on the principles of the Port
State Measures Agreement (PSMA)
Improving transparency,
environmental sustainability and
social responsibility in seafood
supply chains
Bringing aquatic food into the heart
of policy dialogues on the future of
food
Reducing loss and waste in seafood
value chains
Friends of Ocean Action will also work
to support longstanding negotiations at
the World Trade Organization (WTO) to
end the subsidies that contribute to

overfishing and IUU fishing as enshrined
in SDG 14.6. To further combat IUU
fishing, Friends of Ocean Action is
accelerating progress on two fronts in
tandem: by encouraging governments
to control access to their ports and
spurring action from companies to
ensure their supply chains are
transparent and sustainable.
Through its engagement with
governments in the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC), Friends
of Ocean Action is working to affirm the
importance of port states measures,
which can effectively block fishing
vessels from docking at ports if they are
found to engage in IUU fishing. Along
with a coalition of leading seafood
organizations representing 150+
companies, Friends of Ocean Action is
promoting the Industry Statement on
Traceability and Port State Measures,
which endorses the Global Dialogue for
Seafood Traceability (GDST) and signals
a preference of sourcing fish from ports
implementing robust port state
measures (PSM). The statement also
calls on governments to step up their
efforts on ratification and

implementation of the Port State
Measures Agreement (or aligned PSM).
In parallel, Friends of Ocean Action is
working with APEC economies and
industry partners to advocate for the
adoption of port state measures (PSM)
consistent with the PSMA by regional
fisheries management organizations
(RFMOs).
Regarding spurring action for more
sustainable supply chains, Friends of
Ocean Action, along with the World
Economic Forum and the Global Tuna
Alliance, is convening responsible
businesses, governments and civil
society organizations around the 2025
Pledge towards Sustainable Tuna
(25PST). The signatories of the 25PST
commit to ensuring that tuna, globally,
meets the highest standards of
environmental performance and social
responsibility; through demonstrable
improvements in supply chain
practices and the management of tuna

fisheries by 2025.
Friends of Ocean Action is also
engaging in the UN Food Systems
Summit with multiple partners and is
building out the Blue Food Partnership
to create a greater recognition of the
role blue food plays and bring blue
foods into the centre of food systems
decision-making. The Blue Food
Partnership aims to catalyse sciencebased action towards healthy and
sustainable aquatic food supply chains.
Lastly, Friends of Ocean Action is
exploring work to reduce waste along
seafood value chains. It is currently
developing a country pilot project to
learn from stakeholders about the
opportunities and barriers to efficiently
and effectively deriving as much of the
nutritional and economic value of
seafood as possible from a socioeconomic perspective, with a view to
the environmental benefits as well.

About Friends of Ocean Action
Friends of Ocean Action is a unique, informal group of over 70 global leaders from a range of
sectors who are fast-tracking scalable solutions to the most pressing challenges facing the
ocean. The Friends focus their attention on achieving the targets of the Sustainable
Development Goal for Life Below Water, SDG14, through five key and interconnected impact
pillars – Creating a Digital Ocean, Building a Resilient Ocean, Activating Ocean Finance,
Nourishing Billions and UpLink Ocean – as well as cross-cutting themes of a just ocean and
advancing wider sustainable development through ocean action.
For more information, contact us by email at ocean@weforum.org, visit us at
friendsofoceanaction.org and follow us on LinkedIn and Twitter @FriendsofOcean.

