IMPACT PILLAR:
BUILDING A RESILIENT OCEAN
Strengthening the resilience of ocean ecosystems, economies and people
THE CHALLENGE
Building ocean resilience is about
bolstering ocean health to ensure that
marine ecosystems have the capacity to
endure and rebound from shocks and
stressors, including climate change
impacts. The interconnected nature of
the ocean, global economy and society
means ocean resilience also extends
beyond the health of the ocean,
contributing significantly to overall
economic and societal resilience.
Marine biodiversity, or the diversity of
life in the ocean, plays an important role
in ocean resilience. Such diversity allows
a system to maintain its overall function,
even when faced with adversity.

However, ocean species can only
endure so much and excessive species
loss can undermine ocean function,
which risks entire ecosystem collapse.
The stakes are particularly high since
humans make up part of this fragile and
interconnected web of life,
underscoring the fact that ocean
resilience is deeply intertwined with
human resilience.
Protecting marine resource protects
humans and enables communities to
better respond and adapt to the
changing environment. Marine species
supply 50% of the oxygen we breathe;
ocean currents regulate global climate

marine habitats house fish and
invertebrates, providing food security
for millions around the world; coastal
ecosystems protect our shorelines,
reducing risks to global supply chains;
and the ocean absorbs a significant
amount of anthropogenic carbon
dioxide and heat, with the capacity to
absorb even more through ecosystem
restoration and conservation. When
protected and properly managed,
coastal and open-ocean ecosystems
offer valuable resources that strengthen
human resilience to the impacts of
climate change and other disasters.
Marine protected areas (MPAs) are
marine areas that limit human activity,
help safeguard ocean systems, and
bolster ocean resilience when
implemented effectively and properly
managed. Marine protected areas can
offer long-term community benefits and
could play an important role in reducing
poverty and bolstering national security.
In addition to MPAs, we can leverage
coastal ecosystem restoration and
nature-based solutions to protect our
social and economic systems. Almost
40% of the world’s population resides
within 100 kilometres of the coast, and
of the cities around the world with
populations of five million or more, twothirds can be found in areas prone to

PHASE I
In Phase I, Friends of Ocean Action worked
to increase awareness and understanding
on the importance of MPAs. Investments
from the private sector in MPAs have been
limited, but could play a vital role in
ramping up their creation and management.
Friends of Ocean Action drew together a 40plus panel consisting of Friends and other
experts from business, academia,
government and civil society to produce a
report on the Business Case for Marine
Protection and Conservation. This seminal
work has spurred new conversations and
debate and provides essential insight into
engaging the business community in its role
in the creation and implementation of MPAs.
Find out more in the Phase I Impact Report.

MEMPHIS SOLUTIONS
sea-level rise impacts. Mounting
economic losses call attention to
coastal vulnerabilities and increasing
risks. In the United States alone,
climate-related weather events cost
$500 billion a year. Coastal ecosystems
can provide natural flood defenses and
protection, benefitting human
communities and buffering the coastal
infrastructure that underpins supply
chains, thereby safeguarding global
economies. Coastal ecosystem
restoration and protection efforts fortify
the very systems on which we depend.
Degradation of these systems could
lead to the release of additional
greenhouse gases, further contributing
to and accelerating climate change.
Resilient ocean systems rely on robust
financial mechanisms to ensure ongoing
protection and support of local
livelihoods, especially in the face of
global upheaval. Diverse investments in
a blue economy can support healthy
and resilient ocean ecosystems while
also addressing local needs and
priorities to ensure equitable
distribution of economic benefits.
Diversifying financial streams for marine
protection not only expands economic
opportunity, but it also allows
communities to adapt more quickly to
economic disruptions or climate
upheaval.

MEMPHIS SOLUTIONS

CURRENT ACTIVITIES
In Phase II, Friends of Ocean Action will
continue to promote effective MPAs and
engage in projects to improve coastal
resilience.
In collaboration with companies and
organizations, Friends of Ocean Action
will support countries with the will to
protect their marine resources, but
which lack the infrastructure and
financial means to manage them
effectively. The aim is to work with
governments to identify regions in their
countries that would be well-suited for
support, while promoting local capacity
building and adequately address local
priorities and needs. This collaboration
will identify diverse and innovative
mechanisms to fund and support MPAs
and surrounding communities through
the development of new local and
global markets that support local
livelihoods such as the revitalization of
local oyster value chains, markets for
new species of seaweed, insurance
products that protect valuable
ecosystems, or blue carbon finance.
Friends of Ocean Action will also bring
together different actors, including the
finance and insurance industries,
coastal city leaders, engineers and
developers, to promote understanding
around existing coastal vulnerabilities
and the role coastal ecosystems play in
mitigating risks associated with climate
change. Climate change is reshaping
coastlines, with extreme weather

events, storm surge, increased flooding,
coastal erosion and sea-level rise taking
a toll on human, economic and ocean
systems. Decision-makers need
sufficient information to understand and
evaluate a broad range of strategies,
their associated trade-offs and
combinations of strategies to more
effectively address the expected
impacts of climate change.
In addition, Friends of Ocean Action is
working with companies and
governments that are willing to lead
efforts to promote the conservation and
restoration of coastal ecosystems and
nature-based solutions to mitigate risk
and strengthen coastal resilience. This
has benefits for the global economy,
national security and local communities
and will prove critical as the continents
of Africa and Asia, which house a large
portion of the remaining natural
coastlines, are expected to experience
significant urbanization and population
growth in the coming decades. Naturebased solutions can enhance the
adaptive capacity of local communities
and natural capital plays an important
role in disaster risk management,
particularly in countries that lack the
resources to fund relief and recovery.
As many industries conduct business in
low-income countries, investing in the
restoration of coastal ecosystems could
hold valuable benefits for both private
sector and vulnerable communities
alike.

About Friends of Ocean Action
Friends of Ocean Action is a unique, informal group of over 70 global leaders from a range of sectors
who are fast-tracking scalable solutions to the most pressing challenges facing the ocean. The
Friends focus their attention on achieving the targets of the Sustainable Development Goal for Life
Below Water, SDG14, through five key and interconnected impact pillars – Creating a Digital Ocean,
Building a Resilient Ocean, Activating Ocean Finance, Nourishing Billions and UpLink Ocean – as well
as cross-cutting themes of a just ocean and advancing wider sustainable development through
ocean action.
For more information, contact us by email at ocean@weforum.org, visit us at
friendsofoceanaction.org and follow us on LinkedIn and Twitter @FriendsofOcean.

