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Abdullahi came to Australia as a Somali refugee at the age of five. At 23, he is pursuing 
studies at Stanford University. Now, through the Lighthouse Strategy, Abdullahi runs 
‘hackathons’ that bring  young innovators together to develop solutions to global 
challenges. Abdullahi’s approach has attracted partners from the Australian Government 
to Google and the US Department of State. For example, MYHACK, an anti-extremism 
hackathon he coordinates, has seen young Australians create digital solutions to 
undermine the influence and pervasive appeal of violent extremist propaganda. Abdullahi’s 
goal is to create ‘lighthouses’ around the world to promote social impact and youth 
entrepreneurship. He’s set his sights on innovation challenges to empower more young 
Australians to solve  issues including the  refugee crisis and Indigenous disadvantage in 
the West.

AustraliaAbdullahi Alim
Head, Practice, The Lighthouse Strategy

Perth Hub

Ana is an architect based in Caracas, Venezuela, has worked in Italy, India and USA. 
She holds an Architecture Degree from Universidad Central de Venezuela and an MSC 
in Architecture (2010) and Urbanism from Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
MIT (2014). Her work focuses on projects related to participatory urban design. Ana 
established her own architecture practice in 2015 and based on her MIT thesis founded 
Tracing Public Space (Trazando Espacios) an NGO focused on teaching children urban 
design skills to transform public spaces within their communities. Trazando Espacios 
has done projects in India, Chile, USA and Venezuela. She is currently a professor and 
researcher for the Urbanism Institute at the Architecture Faculty of the Universidad 
Central de Venezuela, where she created and teaches a curse on Participatory Design 
for graduate students. In 2014 Ana was awarded the Dubai International Award for Best 
Practices UN-Habitat for her graduate thesis Tracing Public Space.

VenezuelaAna Cristina Vargas
Founder and Director, Ana Vargas Arquitectura

Caracas Hub

Anastasiia is the founder of a large-scale international IT-conference, called the Black 
Sea Summit. She also co-founded a project for IT-specialists, GeeksLab,  to create 
a-cluster of  IT-companies to solve  problems connected with Ukrainian legislation, higher 
education and the outward immigration of IT-specialists. She also leads the E-Democracy 
project together with EGAP (E-Governance for Accountability and Participation) funded 
by Swiss Confederation, which aims to to strengthen good governance, modern public 
service delivery and social innovation in Ukraine, using new information communication 
technologies as enablers.

UkraineAnastasiia Sleptsova
Co-Founder; Project Director, Black Sea Summit

Odessa Hub

BA in Finance and Economics, University of Toronto. Formerly, lead on Conservation 
Impact Investing, World Wildlife Fund-Canada; Analyst, Canada Pension Plan Investment 
Board, the country’s largest institutional asset manager. Currently, Senior Analyst on the 
founding team of Impact Capitalyst, a boutique advisory firm that uses capital markets 
strategies to enable sustainable development. Founding member at Social Spark, a non-
profit and social entrepreneurship incubator.

CanadaAngela Chen
Co-Founding Member, Impact Capitalyst

Toronto Hub

Anoosha is a law graduate of the University of London, an Advocate of High Court, a 
certified legislative drafter and a founding member of the International Human Rights 
Law Committee at the Lahore High Court Bar Association. She is the Vice President at 
CourtingTheLaw, Pakistan’s first legal news and analysis portal plus related initiatives that 
leverage technology to encourage legal discourse and increase accountability, including 
a free Q&A app for legal queries, Pakistan’s largest legal services portal and the National 
Law Scholars Programme. She has recently been recognized as a Young Political Leader 
by the US Dept of State and is part of the 2016 US elections exchange programme. She 
has also authored the legislative brief on the Right To Information Bill for Parliament and 
is part of the working group on the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act. She has also 
worked as a research associate on UNDP’s and USAID’s Gender Equity Programmes in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Law, Justice and Human Rights.

PakistanAnoosha Shaigan
Vice-President, Courting The Law

Lahore Hub
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Anton is CEO at IT-Park, Kazan. He graduated from the Kazan State Institute of Finance 
and Economics, with a BA in Finance, an MA in Economics and PHD in Marketing. 
He leads the teams of two existing technoparks in Russia that are specialized in IT 
development.

Russian 
Federation

Anton Grachev
Director, High Technology Technopark IT-Park

Kazan Hub

Carlo is a multi-awarded serial and social entrepreneur, philanthropist and humanitarian 
based in the Philippines. His educational background is well-diversified from studying 
in the USA to different seminars and personal development courses domestically and 
internationally. With all this experience, his cultural and professional background has been 
well-received throughout different countries like China, Japan, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Canada, Philippines and the United States of America

PhilippinesCarlo Manuel Delantar
Country Director, Waves For Water

Cebu Hub

Chantal Wong is head of strategy at Asia Art Archive a non-profit committed to building 
tools and cultivating communities for research on recent art in Asia. Chantal co-founded 
‘Things That Can Happen,’ a contemporary art exhibition and residency space to 
safeguard open experimentation and dialogue in post Umbrella movement Hong Kong. 
She heads ‘Learning Together,’ a ‘Things That Can Happen Initiative,’ working with 
young asylum seekers and refugees to achieve their ambitions and contribute to the 
empowerment of their community. Previously, she was director of development at Outset 
Contemporary Art Fund in London.

Hong Kong 
SAR

Chantal Wong
Head, Strategy, Special Projects, Asia Art Archive (AAA)

Hong Kong 
Hub

Xiaohan Chen is currently working as an Associate Director of Public Affairs at 
Schwarzman College, Tsinghua University. Schwarzman Scholars is international 
scholarship programme designed to cultivate the next generation of global leaders for 
the challenges of the future. Apart from work, she also enjoys participating in charitable 
activities. She is a committee member of Little Foundation, a charity foundation focusing 
on migrant children in Beijing. Xiaohan received her master degree from Johns Hopkins 
University. 

People’s 
Republic of 
China

Chen Xiaohan
Associate Director, Public Affairs, Schwarzman College, Tsinghua University

Beijing Hub

Cristina is a female software engineer and tech entrepreneur. She recently studied 
innovation and future technology at Singularity University and holds a MA in 
Telecommunications and Software Engineering from the Technical University of Lisbon. 
Before founding Talkdesk, she worked as a researcher and built two other online 
businesses. Talkdesk is a platform that allows you to you create your call center in minutes 
and integrate it with a variety of business tools, including Salesforce. Talkdesk raised more 
than $24M in the last 2 years and Cristina lead the Talkdesk Lisbon office, mainly focusing 
in engineering, product, knowledge management and customer experience. Cristina is a 
technology enthusiast, interested in the impact technology will have in the next couple of 
years and very proud of the role woman play society today. Forbes recognised her as a 
30 under 30 in Enterprise Technology.

PortugalCristina Fonseca
Founder, Talkdesk

Lisbon Hub
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Director of Social Development and shareholder of Reinventing Business for All 
(RBA). Curator (2015-2016) of the Global Shapers San José Hub.  Speaker at 
TedxPuraVidaJoven. Formerly Founding Executive Chief Officer of ALAS, a non profit 
organisation for Women Empowerment. Also worked as the Recruiting Manager for a 
United States company called Arcus with near shore solutions in Costa Rica. Profesor 
at Universidad Latina  Has been a speaker and consultant for business chambers, 
companies, non profit organisations, universities and media. Psychologist. Graduated with 
honors from the University of Costa Rica. Passionate activist for human rights and gender 
equality.

Costa RicaCynthia Castro
Vice-President and Shareholder, RBA - Reinventing Business for All

San Jose Hub

BA in Landscape Architecture, Central Academy of Fine Arts. Formerly, member of the 
curating team for the Chinese pavilion at Venice Biennale 2012; also has experience 
curating exhibitions in Italy, Spain and Germany. Design background and consistent 
reflection on design industry gives more insights into today’s creative economy, leading to 
the founding of Tezign in 2014. Co-Founder, Tezign.com, an online platform connecting 
creative professionals and clients with design demand. Since its founding, Tezign has 
been dedicated to the reshaping of design service workflow and employment relationship 
between creative professionals and clients. Member, Global Shapers Community Beijing 
Hub, continuing to contribute to the exchange of innovative ideas and knowledge among 
young professionals.

People’s 
Republic of 
China

Daisy Guo Xiaoqian
Co-Founder and Chief Operations Officer, Tezign.com

Shanghai II 
Hub

Founder and President, Colombian Network of Youth “RECOJO”, the first network of 
young social entrepreneurs in Colombia; has developed a unique model to empower 
young people to create social change. Created the summer camp BAKONGO that 
integrated underprivileged children with young people from universities. Co-Founder, 
international Wake Up Call movement. Manager, law firm Francisco Buriticá Abogados 
Consultores. Chosen to represent the young volunteers of the world as board member of 
the International Association for Volunteer Efforts (IAVE). Ambassador of Colombia, ONE 
YOUNG WORLD. Selected by Shock Magazine as one of the 15 young visionaries leaders 
of Colombia. Recognized by Junior Chamber International as one of the ten outstanding 
young leaders for 2012. Considered one of the youngest international speakers in 
Colombia.

ColombiaDaniel Buriticá Córdoba
Founder and President, Colombian Network of Youth

Bogota Hub

Dia is the Head of Content at Haykal Media, a leading publisher and content maker, 
based in twofour54 Abu Dhabi known for publishing Harvard Business Review Arabia and 
Aliqtisadi.com. In her role, she leads the content creation and translation unit including 
a team of translators, copywriters, researchers, and animation scriptwriters. Dia is a 
member of president’s Young Advisory Board at EARTH University in Costa Rica, and 
of the international fundraising committee of the British Red Cross. She also advises 
non-profits on content, social media, and online presence. She holds a BA in business 
administration from the American University of Beirut, and two master’s degrees in 
corporate communication, and in visual media from IE Business School, Madrid.

UAEDia Haykal
Head of Content, Haykal Media

Abu Dhabi 
Hub

Dmitry is the CEO and co-founder of Satoru, an artificial intelligence tool that enables 
small business owners to spend less time worrying about cash flow management. 
Satoru seamlessly integrates with financial data of small firms to automatically build up 
and manage their cash reserves. Satoru’s goal is to ensure that small businesses never 
run into unexpected cash shortages. Dmitry is also currently pursuing an MBA at the 
Harvard Business School. Prior, he was a Research Analyst in the African Department 
of the International Monetary Fund where he participated in development of a support 
programme aimed at addressing the economic impacts of the Ebola epidemic in Guinea. 
In addition, Dmitry is the Founder and Executive Director of TaleXchange, a non-profit 
organization that works with African educational institutions towards advancing childhood 
literacy through book donations. Recently, TaleXchange made a donation of 40,000 
books as well as provided financing for a new school in rural Ghana.

USADmitry Zhdankin
Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder, Finfox

Washington 
D.C. II Hub
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Eva-Maria  works at Microsoft Ventures, where she is responsible to drive success 
with early to mid-stage companies in the Big Data, AI, healthcare and education space 
of the Microsoft Accelerator portfolio. Prior, she worked at Knewton, an education 
technology company selected a “Technology Pioneer” and “Global Growth Company” 
by the World Economic Forum. At Knewton, Eva was responsible for strategy and 
Business Development across Europe, the Middle East and Africa. A London Business 
school alumna and and former BCG consultant, Eva is also the Co-Founder of the non-
profit “BridgeToAfghanistan” (Kabul, Afghanistan) and the Director of the Foundation 
“Global Graduate Academy” (Accra, Ghana).  is a public speaker on topics like “Big 
Data”, “Education Technology” and “Social Entrepreneurship” and is fluent in German, 
Luxembourgish, English, Spanish, French, Portuguese and Mandarin Chinese.

LuxembourgEva-Maria Olbers
Manager, Partner Success, Microsoft Ventures, United Kingdom

Luxembourg 
City Hub

An urban innovator with a passion for cities, future technology, social change and areas 
in which they converge.  CEO & co-founder of ZenCity, urban startup from Tel Aviv 
providing local governments with detailed analytics about citizen feedback by analyzing 
their communication channels with advanced AI. COO of Tel-Aviv University’s City Center, 
an interdisciplinary research center for 21st century urbanism. Youngest board member of 
the Israeli Urban Planning association. Member of ONYA, public space hacking collective, 
Innovation Advisor to the city of Tel-Aviv and Paris Innovation Fellow. Graduate of the 
Adi Lautman Interdisciplinary Programme for Outstanding Students, TAU’s top honors 
programme, where he received a BSc in computer science and a MA in Urban Planning. 
Former CEO of the Garden Library,  unique public space based community center for 
refugees in south Tel Aviv and an Officer in the Israeli Intelligence.

IsraelEyal Feder
Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder, ZenCity

Tel Aviv Hub

A community builder, a social activist and entrepreneur, Fadi is the Co-Founder and 
President of Tripoli Entrepreneurs Club, committed to fostering an entrepreneurial culture 
to reverse the brain drain in MENA. Fadi leads an  community of more than 100 members 
and volunteers providing them with a communication and networking platform. At Tripoli 
Entrepreneurs Club, Fadi has contributed to the creation and support of more than 
15 startups, designed and implemented acceleration programmes for the early stage 
entrepreneurs, and provided deal flow to incubators, accelerators and seed funds. He is 
the co-founder and business developer of “Off The Wall Agency”, a startup involved in 3D 
mapping projection and hologram design and manufacturing. He has also contributed 
to several social initiatives such as emergency response campaigns, successful crowd 
funding in addition to anticorruption and political reforms.

LebanonFadi Mikati
Co-Founder and President, Tripoli Entrepreneurs Club

Tripoli - LB 
Hub

Greg is the founder of Dyad.com, an online mentorship platform he began while a Gates 
Scholar at Cambridge University. PayPal named the company “Asia’s Most Promising 
Startup” in 2015. As a Truman Scholar at UChicago Greg also co-founded Moneythink, 
a FinTech company honored by President Obama as a “Champion of Change.” In 
recognition of his work in global education, the Diplomatic Courier named Greg one of the 
“Top 99 Foreign Policy Leaders Under 33” and the Jefferson Awards for Public Service 
named him a “Globe Changer.” Greg loves endurance challenges and has solo climbed 
Mont Blanc and run 250KM across the Gobi Desert.

People’s 
Republic of 
China

Greg Nance
Chief Executive Officer, Dyad.com

Shanghai II 
Hub

Hadi Fathallah is an economist and policy adviser focusing on MENA region. He is 
Chief Economist at Recyclo, the Scrap Circular Economy, economic expert at FAO and 
energy consultant and managing partner for business development at ESCO Fathallah 
& Co, a power and energy engineering services company working in the Levant and 
Iraq. Previously, Hadi was the Food Security Coordinator and Project Manager for FAO 
Iraq, and an economist at FAOs Regional Office for Near East and North Africa working 
on trade, commodity markets and food security with the Office of the Regional Policy 
Adviser and Regional Economist. He has previously consulted for various international 
organizations, including the World Bank, WFP and the UN Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs. He holds an Executive Masters in Oil and Gas Leadership at the Graduate 
Institute, Geneva and IFP School, Paris, and is a fellow of the Cornell Institute for Public 
Affairs, where he received an MPA in International Development.

IraqHadi Fathallah
Chief Economist, Recyclo

Erbil Hub
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Ievgeniia is the co-founder and managing director of the Global English Centre, Kharkiv, 
that prepares students to take English exams like IELTS, TOEFL, and the Cambridge 
English test. She graduated from Simon Kuznets Kharkiv National University of Economic 
and has an MSc in Economics, as well as her CELTA certification. Currently, Ievgeniia is 
involved in teaching English to military man group (NATO project with the British Council, 
Kiev, Ukraine). Her interests lie in the organization of public, volunteer and social projects 
and activities in Kharkiv. For instance, she coordinates an advertisement campaign 
about FLEX programme, EdCamp international educational (un) conference, educational 
exchangeprogrammes, and BeProfi career guidance camp.

UkraineIevgeniia Kaskova
Director and Co-Founder, Global English Centre

Kharkiv Hub

Irene is the founder of Life Out of Plastic (LOOP), a Peruvian social enterprise that reduces 
the impact of plastic waste on marine ecosystems through advocacy campaigns and the 
upcycling of discarded plastic into consumer products. In six years, LOOP has mobilized 
over 30k people, upcycled over 20k plastic bottles and removed more than 100 tons of 
marine debris from coastal areas. BSc in Environmental Sciences from McGill University, 
Canada and current candidate for a Masters in Environmental Management from Duke 
University, USA. Began career in participatory research, focusing on the interaction 
of vulnerable populations with the environment and its impact on health,  including 
marginalized urban women in Lima and indigenous communities of the Peruvian Amazon. 
Served as member of the UNFCCC-COP20 presidency team as the Official Youth and 
Gender Liaison. At the Lima Hub, co-leads the TREESIES project, a smart-phone app that 
raises awareness about forest conservation and tree planting activities.

PeruIrene Hofmeijer
Director, Life Out Of Plastic - L.O.O.P.

Lima Hub

Javier is an Investment Banking Executive at Grupo Financiero Inbursa, where he 
manages assets of a portfolio of companies located in Mexico, USA, Colombia and 
Spain.  He graduated with honors in Civil Engineering from the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico.  In 2014, he was considered one of the ‘20 Most Influential Young 
Leaders for Latin America in Washington D.C.’, according to Latino Leaders Magazine. 
He obtained a MSc in Engineering Management with focus on technology at The George 
Washington University, where he was recognized as a Carlos Slim Scholar. He worked at 
The Brookings Institution, the most important think-tank in the world, focusing on Mexico 
and Latin America. He is cofounder of the Association of Engineering Leaders United for 
Mexico, a youth-run NGO to promote STEM Fields among young people and to attract 
international academic projects to Mexican Universities.

MexicoJavier Arreola-Rosales
Columnist, Forbes Magazine

Cuernavaca 
Hub

Leonardo is Policy Assistant to the Head of the European Political Strategy Centre, the 
European Commission’s in-house think that provides strategic advice and policy analysis 
directly to the President, and leads on EU interinstitutional foresight. Youngest in his 
role, he coordinates six interdisciplinary teams. Nominated by Forbes Magazine among 
the 30 Under 30 `’Top Young Leaders’ in European Policy (inaugural cohort). He is the 
recipient of the 2016 edition of “Premio Italia Giovane”, awarded to 10 Italians under 35 
for “transmitting and embodying the values of meritocracy and professionalism, and for 
distinguished achievements in their field.” Italian, he holds a MPP from the University of 
Oxford and studied International Relations at John Cabot University in Rome.

BelgiumLeonardo Quattrucci
Policy Assistant to the Head, European Political Strategy Centre

Brussels Hub

CEO e co-founder of Bliive, the world’s largest network of time exchange. Global Shaper 
from Sao Paulo Hub and former Global Agenda Council on Creative Economy. Selected 
as MIT Technology Review’s Top 10 Brazillian Innovators Under 35 in 2014 and BBC 
Global’s 100 Most Inspiring Women of 2015.  With a BA in Law and Public Relations, she 
studied Human Rights, History and Political Ideals in Portugal and Management at the 
Stanford Business School.  Her passion for collaborative economy and social innovation 
grew out of years of social work in poverty reduction. She believes that the answer to 
solve global complexities is delivering equal opportunities. “People may not have money 
but they always have time.”

BrazilLorrana Scarpioni
Chief Executive Officer, Bliive

Curitiba Hub
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Maha is passionate about sustainability, innovation, international relations, youth 
empowerment and promoting women rights. Currently, she is responsible for the 
dissemination and communication management of several innovative research projects 
co-funded by the European Commission at the Euro-Mediterranean Water Information 
System (EMWIS/SEMIDE). She is also a goodwill ambassador at Taqanu. Previously, she 
worked at different environmental, societal and educational activities/projects in France 
and Yemen, including: Save the Children International, 7gen consulting company and 
AMIDEAST. Maha has been granted many awards and honours, including ranking first at 
the Environmental Management Department at Skema Busiess School (Sophia Antipolis), 
being selected by the World Bank for their Environmental Strategy Consultation (Cairo), 
and winning the first-ever educational gold medal for Yemen at the International Project 
Environmental Olympiads (INEPO)-14 (Istanbul).

FranceMaha Salehi
Communication Officer, Euro-Mediterranean Information System

Nice Hub

Maninder is a first generation entrepreneur and the founder of EdTech company, Espranza 
Innovations. In 2013, one of his products iScuela (a K-12  self-learning platform , which 
provides children with learning materials for an entire year without internet connection) 
was awarded ‘Overall Winner’ for addressing MDG 2: Quality Education at the UN World 
Summit Youth Awards. iScuela  has reached more than 100,000 students across 450 
cities and town across 22 states of India, and is now present in more than 10 countries. 
Maninder’s newest campaign and also Hub Project titled ‘Support My School,’ looks to 
implement tech solutions including augmented reality to improve learning levels in the rural 
areas. Already adopted in Punjab, the campaign will be scaled from 600  to 1000 schools 
in the next 3 years.

IndiaManinder Singh Bajwa
Chief Executive Officer, Espranza Innovations

Chandigarh 
Hub

Mariana is the Undersecretary of Renewable Energies and Energy Efficiency in the Ministry 
of Environment, Farming and Industry of the province. Previously, she worked in the 
Development, and leaded the Operations and Maintenance of the 3rd largest solar plant 
in Argentina. Member of the Energy Leaders Community of the Argentinian Chapter of the 
World Energy Council, she works to create awareness among young people on energy 
issues in Argentina and the world through Enerblog. Graduated with honors, she holds 
an Industrial Engineering degree from the National Technological University in Cordoba. 
She has been involved in different youth organizations like Rotaract and AArEII, and she 
cofounded EIA, a political organization for industrial engineering students.

ArgentinaMariana Aguilar
Undersecretary of Renewable Energies and Energy Efficiency of San Luis

Cordoba Hub

Martin is a doctor interested in using machine learning to improve healthcare delivery. He 
was the founder of WardConnect, a checklist tool for multidisciplinary care teams; and is 
currently CTO of CancerAid, an app to improve the patient journey through cancer care. 
Martin sits on the board of the Health Informatics Society of Australia and is a Clinical 
Reference Lead to the Australian Digital Health Agency - a federal body digitising health 
across Australia. He completed his medical degree at the University of Sydney and his 
residency in Internal Medicine at the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital.

AustraliaMartin Seneviratne
Physician Informaticist, Australian Digital Health Agency

Sydney Hub

Michael is working to shape the future of web anayltics. He is the founder of Spinnakr, 
a platform to help companies and developers to identify oppotunities and trends in web 
traffic data streams. Spinnakr is backed Andreessen Horowitz, 500 Startups, and Point 
Nine Capital. Michael is extremely interested in the power of entrepreneurship broadly 
and building entrepreneurial communities. He has had the opportunity to meet incredible 
founders through his work helping run Thousand Network, a group of 1,000 innovators 
from all over the world, and organizing the DC Tech Meetup, recognized as the largest 
tech meetup in the world.

USAMichael Mayernick
Co-Founder, Spinnakr

San Francisco 
Hub
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Michaella is a trained scientist, award-winning writer and entrepreneur. She is a managing 
partner at Future54 ( Consultancy and Creative Media Firm). In 2013, Michaella co-
founded a non-profit with young leaders from Mali & Senegal - her team coordinates 
Umuganda Africa in Guinee,Mali,Senegal &Benin. She is the VICE-CURATOR & Director 
of External Relation for the Kigali Global Shaper Hub. She is in charge of planning, 
coordinating and executing the monthly “Twumve Twumve” Forum. She has been a guest 
speaker at various youth forum in Rwanda, the UNESCO Headquarter (France) and the 
Institute for Cultural Diplomacy (Germany).

RwandaMichaella Rugwizangoga
Managing Partner, Future54

Kigali Hub

Alumna, University of Dar es Salaam Business School. Managing Director, Bongo5 Media 
Group.Co-Founder, Neghesti-Sumari Foundation. Engaged in projects of social change 
ranging from women empowerment to championing for education and digital inclusion. 
Runs and supports education and empowerment initiatives, including the Nyota Yako 
Book Drive and reading club and Kids coding clubs for children from marginalised groups. 
Shares experiences, holds discussions that motivate, inspire and challenge the youth. 
Recipient of honours and awards, including: Miss Tanzania; Miss World Africa.

TanzaniaNancy Sumari
Executive Director, Neghesti-Sumari Foundation

Dar es Salaam 
Hub

Nimra is an environmental scientist and activist. She has worked with WWF, The World 
Bank, International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and other non-profits 
and think tanks. Her main area of interest is how science and systems thinking informs 
policy and decision-making.  At 23, she founded Pakistan Sustainability Network which 
empowers young environmental leaders by connecting them to decision-makers and 
experts. Nimra has designed pioneering research capturing the impact of climate change 
on rural women in Pakistan, working with Nobel Peace Prize nominee Khawar Mumtaz 
and advised local governments on adapting to climate change. As one of four youth on 
the Canadian Government delegation to COP21, Nimra worked closely with civil society 
and government to push forward key human rights issues. Recently, she co-founded and 
secured seed-funding for Thriving International which trains entrepreneurs across in the 
world’s poorest communities to start insect farms to help eradicate protein malnutrition.

CanadaNimra Amjad
Founder, Pakistan Sustainability Network

Calgary Hub

Nondumiso is an analyst, consultant and writer by profession. She is an Associate of 
Nexus Africa and an Associate Fellow of the Royal Commonwealth Society. She holds 
a BA and MA in International Studies from Rhodes University. A long-time volunteer, she 
served the executive body of Amnesty International South Africa in 2009 and has been 
a One Young World Ambassador since 2011, through which her impact work has chiefly 
been focused on education, gender equality and youth empowerment. She was named 
an inaugural Queen’s Young Leader Award winner – an honour bestowed upon her by 
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II  – in 2015, for her extensive history of volunteerism and 
impact work with her registered NPO addressing education and gender equality, in the 
Commonwealth. Most importantly, having called the United States of America, Denmark, 
South Africa and Malaysia ‘home’ in addition to her “home home” (Swaziland), Noni self-
identifies as a “global citizen with a Swazi passport”.

SwazilandNondumiso Hlophe
Associate, Nexus Africa

Mbabane Hub

Global Citizen, Social Entrepreneur, Peace Builder, Humanitarian and Human Rights 
Activist, Olivier has been involved in various youth initiatives that promote human dignity 
for over 8 years working with the most underprivileged children, youth and poor families. 
Former Youth Programme Director and Representative for Burundi and Rwanda at African 
Views, a framework for information, communication and collaboration on African affairs 
worldwide, he’s a Co-Founder and Programmeme Officer of In-for Refugee, a voluntary 
refugeedriven initiative to help young refugees to set a new life in their host community in 
Rwanda. He believes we’re created and placed somewhere for a reason; and that reason 
shouldn’t be anything else, but bringing hope to the hopeless and bettering the world. He 
also believes in humanity, solidarity, learning and leading by serving.

BurundiOlivier Nkengurutse
Co-Founder and Programme Officer, In-for Refugee

Bujumbura 
Hub
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Entrepreneur. Computer Science and Information Technology Specialist. Digital 
Art enthusiast. Founder of Anielworks, a brand management firm, Co-founder of 
theisomersmusic, an entertainment group based in Nigeria. Currently a lead software 
developer for Nigcomsat, Nigeria’s foremost Indigenous satellite communications 
company. Technology created by his team are currently used for managing, monitoring 
and evaluating productivity in working systems.

NigeriaOluwaseun Daniel
Software Developer, Nigcomsat

Abuja Hub

Petri is the founder and CEO of Industryhack, an open innovation company that helps 
industrial companies co-develop new digital innovations, using new technologies such 
as IoT, AI, machine learning, VR, big data analysis, and data visualisation. Industryhack’s 
community consists of thousands of professional software developers, designers, and 
tech startups. Industryhack works with major Nordic companies, including KONE, 
Konecranes, Fortum, Rolls-Royce, and Ponsse. Previously Petri has run an advertising 
agency and  an edutech startup, and worked as chief curator of Slush conference, the 
largest startup conference in Europe.

FinlandPetri Vilén
Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder, Industryhack

Helsinki Hub

Richard is an entrepreneur, educator and coach. He is the creator and co-founder of 
Upstart: The Boardgame, which inspires and empowers entrepreneurship. It allows 
players to experience the successes and failures of starting and sustaining a business. 
Upstart broke local crowd funding records in the Philippines and launched through 
Kickstarter in October 2016. Previously, he created and co-organized The Collaborative 
Carnival, an event that brought 300 changemakers and entrepreneurs from all over the 
world to collaborate and co-create. Before focusing on Upstart, Richard spent 4 years 
in the public school system working to transform educational systems. During his time 
serving in the public sector and teaching underprivileged youth (many dealing with urban 
poverty), he created The Office of Activities in Social Innovation and Sustainability, which 
ran student leadership and incubator programmes and managed the national volunteer 
programme of the university.

PhilippinesRichard Dacalos
Creator and Co-Founder, Upstart: The Boardgame

Manila Hub

Saif is the founder of social enterprise incubator, Toru, which supports youth leaders to 
transform innovations into sustainable social businesses. Aimed to build greater social 
equity and leapfrog Bangladesh into an inclusive 4th Industrial Revolution, he focuses 
on building empathetic and technology-driven enterprises that serve the bottom of the 
pyramid.  In 2016, Toru supported four early-stage social enterprises that collectively 
impacted .5 million people in Bangladesh, across the sectors of education, health and 
worker welfare. Saif has had a global career in knowledge management, operations and 
marketing at Ogilvy & Mathers, Heidrick & Struggles, Economist Intelligence Unit and 
Meridian Group. Previously he founded the British High Commission’s Young Leaders 
Bangladesh Initiative. He writes for the Hindu, Dhaka Tribune and the South Asia Journal.

BangladeshSaif Kamal
Founder, Toru - The Idea Tree, Bangladesh

Dhaka Hub

Salma’s expertise is in entrepreneurship from an investment and business development 
standpoint. She works as a Financial Analyst at Saudi Aramco Investment Management 
Company, making investment decisions in Private Equity, on behalf of Saudi Aramco’s 
pension plan with a constituent base of over 30,000 employees. She previously worked 
as a Business Development Analyst at Saudi Aramco Entrepreneurship Center “Waed,” 
where she launched the first coaching programme called “Venture Zone” that taps into 
the human capital of Saudi Aramco in order to provide coaching support to budding 
entrepreneurs. The programme was initially launched in Dhahran and later expanded 
to Riyadh and Jeddah, providing support to over 300 entrepreneurs.  Her commitment 
to supporting entrepreneurs extends beyond her daytime job, as she contributes to the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem by writing articles covering local entrepreneurs’ success stories 
and conducting workshops for college students on how to start a business.

Saudi ArabiaSalma Alheraiqi
Financial Analyst, Saudi Aramco

Khobar Hub
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Sarah is devoted to eliminating the world’s healthcare access crisis and passionate about 
growing the number of women educated and working in STEM subjects and healthcare. 
Currently, she is the CTO of TeleHealthRobotics, a tele-robotic healthcare platform which 
allows medical professionals stationed anywhere globally to provide on-demand, direct-
to-consumer, real-time medical services to a patient stationed with TeleHealthRobotics’ 
kiosk without the aid of onsite personnel.  Her first product called TRUDI (Tele-Robotic 
Ultrasound for Distance Imaging) allows a provider to execute a remote ultrasound (a 
ubiquitous diagnostic tool used for prevention, detection, and diagnosis of disease as 
well as rehabilitation) for the heart, vascular system, brain, uterus, breast and abdomen. 
Eventually, she intends to provide remote primary, eye, and skin care as well as other 
diagnostic services on the same  platform. She is also an ambassador for XX in Health (a 
division of Rock Health) and Disruptive Women in Healthcare.

USASarah Doherty
Co-Founder and Chief Technology Officer, TeleHealthRobotics

Chicago Hub

A graduate of Yale University, Sohara has combined her passions of environmental 
advocacy, writing and performing arts for empowering the marginalized. She was 1 of  11 
winners selected from 2000  applicants for the GCCA Climate Tracker fellowship to attend 
COP 21, during which she wrote articles on the impacts of climate change for various 
national and international publications. Currently she leads the South Asia Hub of Climate 
Tracker and helps young South Asian journalists connect and get their articles published 
on mainstream media. She also works on building the environmental consciousness 
of youth to reduce their carbon footprint. In college she performed with Yale’s theater 
troupes on various plays aimed at raising awareness on social and environmental issues, 
such as ‘Voices from Beyond the Dark.’ A member of Yale’s jazz acapella group Proof, 
she has sung in charity concerts in the US, Costa Rica and the UK.

BangladeshSohara Mehroze Shachi
Programmeme Associate, United Nations Development Programmeme (UNDP)

Dhaka Hub

Thoba is a British-born South African social entrepreneur with an ambition to enhance 
the lives of Africa’s citizens by repurposing existing innovations from the rest of the world. 
Thoba’s interest in social entrepreneurship was sparked while studying Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics at the University of Pennsylvania & International Development at 
the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Upon graduation he moved to India where co-
founded a global health social enterprise supported by the Clinton Global Initiative that 
sought to eradicate oral disease in slums around the world using cavity-fighting chewing 
gum. Thoba went on to work for in the Johannesburg office of Boston Consulting Group 
as a Management Consultant focusing on strategy and emerging market entry. Recently 
Thoba has joined the Investment team of The Awethu Project an innovative SMME 
Investment Company and startup incubator that aims to create the South Africa of 
Mandela envisioned by tapping into the power of entrepreneurship.

South AfricaThoba Grenville-Grey
Senior Associate, Investments, Awethu Project

Johannesburg 
Hub

CEO of Modern Electron, Tony is developing technology for electricity generation. 
Awarded Forbes 30 under 30 in Science, he is a polymath inventor of over 150 patents 
and patents pending in energy, nanotechnology and biomedical devices. He is a Global 
Shaper and Member of Global Future Council on Energy, World Economic Forum.  
Formerly he worked for Goldman Sachs and also completed a pro bono consultancy 
on global health for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. He is an awardee and national 
fellow with Hertz, Soros, and National Science Foundations. Graduate, Stanford. PhD in 
Physics, Harvard University.

USATony Pan
Chief Executive Officer, Modern Electron

Seattle Hub

Bachelor’s in Finance; Master’s in Business and Personal Coaching. Former Administrative 
and Financial Assistant, programmemes on climate change adaptation in oasis areas 
in Morocco, United Nations Development Programmeme. Currently, Programmeme 
Director, Enactus Morocco, an international non-profit organization in the field of social 
entrepreneurship; responsible for monitoring and fostering the progress of projects of 
the 65 teams of social entrepreneurs competing to win the world cup. Member of many 
national and international organizations; President, Rabat Chapter, Junior Chamber 
International; Vice-President, Mediterranean Forum for Youth.

MoroccoTouria Benlafqih
Founder and Chief Executive Officer, SIDE

Rabat Hub

GSC 	 9



Photo Profile CountryHub

Undral is a co-founder of Unread, the most emerging media startup in Mongolia. Unread 
is promoting entrepreneurship and inspiring new generation through their original contents 
and unique concepts. He is also an official delegate of Mongolia in World Youth Parliament 
for Water and co-founder of Youth Network for Sustainable Development.

MongoliaUndral Amarsaikhan
Co-Founder, Unread Media

Ulaanbaatar 
Hub

Utkarsh’s work at Microsoft focuses on digitally transforming public sector organizations 
and governments. Last year, he partnered with 3 state governments in India to use 
predictive analytics and machine intelligence and reduce school dropout rates, increase 
healthcare efficiency and raise farmer productivity. He is also helping build India’s first 
smart village in Harisal, which has infamously been called the epicenter of malnutrition. In 
2015, he was selected as one of the top 20 youth leaders to join the Penn Social Impact 
House, where he set up Network Capital, a peer-to-peer mentoring platform. Today, 
Network Capital has around 5000 members from over 70 countries, including leading 
entrepreneurs, artists, venture capitalists and policy makers. Utkarsh is the Torchbearer 
of the Young India Fellowship and an MBA from the INSEAD-Wharton MBA programme 
where he was recognized as the Andy Burgess Scholar for Social Entrepreneurship.

IndiaUtkarsh Amitabh
Young India Fellow, Ashoka University

Hyderabad 
Hub

Vaibhav is the Co-founder of ftcash, a PayPal backed startup in financial technology, 
which serves  underserved micro-merchants in India through digital payments and loans. 
Previous Director of Global Development at XPRIZE, leading India’s first global prize 
to target clean water accessibility.  Started his professional career as a management 
consultant and has worked with several Fortune 500 clients. He has over a decade of 
expereince in policymaking and development in  5 countries and 20 states across India. 
Previously, he was associated with The World Bank advising the Government of India for 
a $1 billion project on Water Supply and Sanitation. He was also selected as a German 
Chancellor Fellow under the Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany in 2016.  An 
alumnus of Harvard University Kennedy School of Government and NIT Trichy.

IndiaVaibhav Lodha
Co-Founder, ftcash

Mumbai Hub

Viria serves as the Director of New Business Development for Learn Education, a leading 
EdTech social enterprise in Asia.  She leads the new business unit, serving as a research 
and innovation arm to create learning products for K-12 students in schools throughout 
Thailand. Prior, Viria help established a BA programme in Global Studies and Social 
Entrepreneurship and a social innovation lab at the School of Global Studies, Thammasat 
University, Thailand.  As a founder of G-Lab, she managed social impact projects 
including: working with an EdTech startup to scale its technology to reach 20k students 
and implemented an accelerator for 100 emerging social entrepreneurs to scale their 
social enterprises in areas of education, health, agriculture and community based tourism 
in partnership with JP Morgan Global Philanthropy.  She also worked at Ashoka and 
IDEO.org.  She received graduate training in human-centered design from the Stanford 
Design Institute and  work with organisations such as the UNDP, UNFPA, and USAID.

ThailandViria Vichit-Vadakan
Director, New Business Development, Learn Education

Pathum Thani 
Hub

Yannick is part of a very dynamic team working on engaging the private sector for 
humanitarian impact and innovation. After several experiences in diplomacy, policy 
and social entrepreneurship in New York, Washington DC and East Africa, Yannick has 
been working since 2013 in a transversal manner across the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) to create a culture that makes collaboration, partnerships and 
innovation foster, as a way to tackle key humanitarian challenges. As a result from the 
alliance created through the engagement with the private sector, key initiatives, products, 
services were piloted and implemented in fragile environments with a focus on sustainable 
energy solutions, health, innovative finance and more.

SwitzerlandYannick Heiniger
Manager, Partnerships, International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

Geneva Hub

GSC 	 10



Photo Profile CountryHub

Zamantungwa’s passion in African development, women empowerment and media is 
evident in the work she’s been involved in throughout the years. She is an Executive 
Producer at the talk radio station POWER FM, where she leads a group of producers and 
oversees all the content on the station. Zamantungwa has over five years’ experience 
in radio, having started her career at campus radio stations and ultimately anchoring 
and producing her own talk radio show on Voice of Wits FM. In 2015, the show she 
co-produced, the POWER Drive with TT, was nominated for two MTN Radio Awards.  
Zamantungwa is Co-Founder of the Thabo Mbeki Foundation Youth Hub (TMF Youth 
Hub). The Youth Hub has been formed with the goal of putting African youth the centre of 
Africa’s renewal, and enabling them to work together on solving the political, social and 
economic challenges that Africa faces. The Youth Hub is built on the idea that Africa’s 
problems are so massive that one individual or organisation cannot solve them alone. 
Using the Foundation’s convening power, the TMF Youth Hub’s mission is to develop 
a network of African youth - thinkers and doers - from all spheres of society that will 
produce research and solutions that will renew Africa.

South AfricaZamantugwa Khumalo 
Executive Producer, Power FM

Tshwane Hub

Born and raised in Tianjin, Kaidi has been a graduate from Nankai University (one of the 
Top 10 Universities in China), and served as Chairman of Student Federation of Tianjin. 
Kaidi was accepted by Nankai University while he was in Year 11. After Nankai, he was 
selected as a PhD candidate at Tsinghua University  due to his academic achievement 
and entrepreneurship. Kaidi has founded two companies Chuang Network Technology 
and Chuangqianli Technology, a cloud incubator and peer to peer headhunting, supported 
more than 300 startups and 100 smes. Chuang Network has been proposed as a model 
startup and visited by Prime Minister Li Keqiang and Vice PM Liu Yandong. Kaidi is 
very active and enthusiastic in social voluntary activities. He was a student volunteer at 
AMNC12 in Tianjin.

People’s 
Republic of 
China

Zhang Kaidi
PhD Candidate, Tsinghua University

Tianjin Hub
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