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Virtual Ocean Dialogues 2021

Foreword

by Friends of Ocean Action Co-Chairs

Isabella Lövin, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
for Environment and Climate
of Sweden (2016-2021 and
2019-2021 respectively) and
Peter Thomson, United
Nations Secretary-General’s
Special Envoy for the Ocean,
Co-Chairs of Friends of
Ocean Action

The year 2020 was meant to be the Super Year
of the Ocean, delivering landmark milestones
and commitments to secure a sustainable future
for people and planet. The year 2021 can still be
that year, with its major environmental summits
in Kunming, Marseille, Glasgow and others. The
ocean may not be in the title of these conferences
but its considerations are a quintessential element
of them all. The United Nations Food Systems
Summit in September 2021 is another important
ocean-related event, presenting an opportunity to
leverage transformative, sustainable aquatic foods
that benefit people, climate and planet.
The UNFCCC COP26 in Glasgow in November
is the moment to put into action what we learned
from COP25, “the Blue COP”, accepting the
ocean’s essential place in climate change mitigation
and adaptation and moving the climate finance
needle substantively in its direction. A deeply
concerned world expects the CBD COP15 in
Kunming in October to reverse the trajectories of
the hundreds of thousands of species endangered
by activities of overexploitation, climate change,
ocean acidification, ocean warming and a plethora

of other factors. Meanwhile, the UN Decade of
Ocean Science has been launched this year,
giving us the chance to use knowledge, data and
innovation to provide the science we need for the
ocean we want.
The Virtual Ocean Dialogues 2021 were focused on
equipping leaders and engaging citizens on how to
ensure we do not squander the historic opportunity
2021 represents for the environment. Having
reached millions of people through social media,
session livestreams and other communications
channels, the Virtual Ocean Dialogues again
succeeded in keeping the focus front and centre on
the ocean action agenda.
We have less than a decade to accomplish the
Sustainable Development Goal 14 targets that the
world agreed to when it adopted, in 2015, the 2030
Sustainable Development Agenda. Through the
Virtual Ocean Dialogues, and with the global ocean
community fully engaged to action in 2021, we are
committed to achieving major progress for SDG14
before the UN Ocean Conference in Lisbon in 2022.

Virtual Ocean Dialogues 2021

3

Overview
In 2021, with the continued global pandemic and
the increased need for connecting voices around
the globe to find solutions, there is a major gap for
the ocean community to fill by coming together
to help shape the agenda for a wide range of
international, regional and national forums. With the
UN Ocean Conference once again rescheduled,
now to 2022, Friends of Ocean Action and the
World Economic Forum stepped in to fill this gap by
hosting the Virtual Ocean Dialogues as a moment
for the global community to come together to keep
the ocean high on the agenda.
The Virtual Ocean Dialogues, first hosted in 2020,
is a powerful platform for highlighting critical issues
and advancing SDG14+, which underscores how
solving ocean issues helps us reach the other SDGs
and how changes in the ocean affect the planet, the
economy and society.
The dialogues were held as part of a broader,
high-level, virtual forum convened by the World
Economic Forum, the Mission Possible Partnership
and Friends of Ocean Action together with the UK
COP26 Presidency, the High-Level Champions for
COP26 and the UN Secretary-General’s Special
Envoy for the Ocean. These meetings seek to
advance the systemic changes needed to address
critical ocean issues and achieve ambitious targets
for a 45% reduction in annual emissions by 2030
and net-zero global emissions before 2050.

The Virtual Ocean Dialogues 2021 focused on
the role of the ocean in the suite of multilateral
environment-focused international forums. With that
in mind, the Virtual Ocean Dialogues set out to fulfil
the following objectives:
Mobilize action for a healthy ocean
through influencing relevant networks,
industries and sectors
Advocate for sustainable policies,
measures and regulations
Lead by example through sustainable,
ethical and legal business practices
Communicate the importance of ocean
health to critical global stakeholders
Raise global ambition for the achievement
of SDG14, the ocean goal
Ensure the state of the ocean remains
high on the global agenda

Virtual Ocean Dialogues sessions
Main sessions
Leveraging the Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development: Bridging Science and
Solutions
Food from the Ocean, Rivers and Lakes – Essential
for Food Systems
Ocean and Biodiversity in the Run-Up to COP15

Affiliated sessions
Building the science-technology-innovation interface
in the Ocean Decade.
Organized by IOC/UNESCO and the Schmidt
Ocean Institute
A Sea of Trust: Creating a robust and inclusive
global ocean data system
Organized by the Centre for the Fourth Industrial
Revolution for the Ocean

Ocean-Based Climate Solutions: Tapping the
Ocean’s Potential for COP26 Success
Private roundtables
Coastal Resilience Roundtable
Forging a Blue Food Partnership
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Reach

2.2m+
views

INSTAGRAM &
FACEBOOK
ROLLING STORIES

3.2k
TWITTER
POSTS

almost
300m

7.8m+
views

TWITTER
IMPRESSIONS

SOCIAL VIDEOS

136k+
views

SESSION
LIVESTREAMS

60k+
views

AGENDA BLOGS
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Session highlights
Tuesday 25 May,
09.00-09.45

Leveraging the Decade of Ocean Science
for Sustainable Development: Bridging
science and solutions
All of the problems of the ocean require data, leadership and science, to come
together to mitigate challenges and find answers to ocean questions.
Vladimir Ryabinin, Executive Secretary, Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 		
of UNESCO

The year 2021 marks the launch of the UN Decade
of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development,
offering a framework to catalyse transformative
ocean science solutions for sustainable development,
connecting people and the ocean. As the Ocean
Decade begins, experts look to harness data,
innovation, science and technology to strengthen
the integrated management of the ocean and coasts
for the betterment of humanity, something that will
only be accomplished through deep intersectoral
and public-private partnership. This session,
held in collaboration with the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO, explored
the potential of the Ocean Decade in moving from
science to solutions for sustainable development.
Here are some key takeaways:

–

In his remarks about the Ocean Decade,
Vladimir Ryabinin, Executive Secretary,
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission
of UNESCO, highlighted the importance of
the UN Ocean Decade moving science away
from ivory towers and into the hearts and
minds of people.

–

This can be done by ensuring that the Ocean
Decade is inclusive and employs effective
strategies to communicate science in a way
that engages civil society. We must strengthen
local leadership across the globe and value
local and traditional methods of ocean
conservation to unlock new partnerships and
catalyse ocean innovation.
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–

–

Strengthening leadership will also require
empowering the next generation of ocean
leaders such as early career ocean professionals
(ECOPs). We must provide them with mentorship,
networks and a voice in decision-making
processes so they can take an active part in the
deployment of science-based ocean solutions.
The finance sector also has a major role in
amplifying the Ocean Decade as it is a key user
of data and a determining factor in the flow
of capital. We need to unlock new financing
mechanisms to support social innovation that
drives sustainable, equitable and inclusive
economic development. This will, in turn, lead
to successful start-ups with strong financial
returns that will invite private investors in the
blue economy.

At the end of the UN Ocean Decade, Katherine
Garrett-Cox, CEO, Gulf International Bank (GIB)
Asset Management, said she wants to see blue
finance as having an equivalent scale to the green
bond market, which is roughly about $1 trillion.
Kerstin Forsberg, Co-Founder and Director, Planeta
Océano, said she wants to see society as a whole
embracing the fact that we all depend on the ocean.
Alfredo Giron, Postdoctoral Scholar, University of
California, said he hopes communities will be involved
in the design of solutions from the very beginning.

You can watch the session, Leveraging the Decade
of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development:
Bridging science and solutions, here.
Building on this discussion, IOC-UNESCO and the
Schmidt Ocean Institute held an affiliated session
on Building the science-technology-innovation
interface in the Ocean Decade. The outcomes of
this session were to help inform the Ocean Decade
approach to fostering innovation and technology to
achieve its vision. In particular, the outcomes will be
used to inform the priorities of an Ocean Decade
Technology and Innovation Working Group that is
being established to work throughout the Decade.
Watch the session here.
The Centre for the Fourth Industrial Revolution
– Ocean also held an affiliate session to discuss
practical ways to foster the Ocean Decade’s
“inclusive and participatory approaches” in cocreating data systems, gathering data, and
engaging in data-driven decision-making. The
session, A Sea of Trust: Creating a robust and
inclusive global ocean data system, explored a
range of projects and actions already under way to
improve ocean data access and trust and can be
watched here.
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Tuesday 25 May,
12.00-13.00

Food from the Ocean, Rivers and Lakes –
Essential for Food Systems
Whatever we do, the change we want to see will only happen based on the actions…
The UN Food Systems Summit is built as a people’s summit so that people can help
governments ensure that we are being accountable to our planet.
Agnes Kalibata, UN Special Envoy for the UN Food Systems Summit

Aquatic or “blue” foods play a vital role in our
food systems but are often missing from critical
discussions on the future of food. This session was
focused on how to change that. A healthy ocean
means healthy people. The ocean and other aquatic
ecosystems are fragile, but they have the potential
to be pillars of local food systems if they are
transformed to be more sustainable, nature-positive
and accessible. The UN Food Systems Summit
(UNFSS) provides an opportunity to develop
solutions to feed the world through systems that are
good for the land, good for the climate and good
for the ocean.
This session was part of both the Virtual Ocean
Dialogues and the Global Dialogue for the UN
Food Systems Summit, scheduled for September
or October 2021. Aquatic foods can be a game
changer for global food systems, but this depends
on a number of factors:
–

Transformative gender approaches need to be
implemented to combat the significant gender
inequality that limits the potential of aquatic
food systems. This requires data collection

to make women more visible, the creation of
gender-sensitive policies and investments, and
the provision of platforms and opportunities to
empower women to take part in innovation,
research and education for aquatic food
systems.
–

The private sector will also play a key role.
Global food systems are changing in terms of
what consumers are demanding and innovation
in these systems has become a major focus
for venture capital. This innovation needs to
happen especially for aquatic foods, specifically
in the areas of ecosystem resilience, resource
optimization and consumer-centric approaches.

–

Making the most of blue food is also largely
contingent on proper management, which is
largely undertaken through regional fisheries
management organizations (RFMOs). Improving
the performance of RFMOs will be critical to the
proliferation and sustainability of blue food and
for achieving the SDGs.
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It is critical that the role of blue or aquatic food is
a central part of the UN FSS and that all of these
highlighted solutions are reflected in the summit’s
outcomes. Agnes Kalibata, UN Special Envoy for
the UNFSS, has described the Food Systems
Summit as a “people’s summit” and one that can
provide opportunities for solutions to emerge.

Tuesday 25 May,
16.00-17.00

Friends of Ocean Action are collaborating closely
with other partners and the UNFSS in the area of
blue food in the run-up to the summit and beyond.
Watch the session, Food from the Ocean, Rivers
and Lakes – Essential for Food Systems, here.

Ocean and Biodiversity in the Run-Up
to COP15
If COP15 is a failure, then we would have failed our children and the future generation
because we would be leaving them with a toxic ocean.
Elizabeth Mrema, Executive Secretary of the Convention of Biological Diversity

The world faces an unprecedented biodiversity
crisis brought on by the rapid transformation of
the natural environment and global climate change
through human development. The ocean can
provide solutions to these challenges – it regulates
global climate, feeds communities around the
world, and provides a source of income and a way
of life for millions of people. If sustainably managed,
the ocean can continue to provide resources
and adaptation capacity, supporting people and
economies through its rich biodiversity.
The Convention on Biological Diversity’s COP15
will adopt new global goals and targets for
biodiversity, providing a major opportunity to
change the trajectory for the ocean and the life

therein. This session explored how best to make
use of this historic opportunity and secure marine
biodiversity, including:
–

COP15 provides an opportune moment to
raise awareness of illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing. This scourge could
be stopped by the ratification of the port state
measures agreement (PSMA). The PSMA is
the first international binding treaty to target
IUU fishing by blocking vessels engaged in the
practice, from landing or transshipping their
products, and has 69 state signatories so far.

–

Countries are increasingly paying attention to
scientific recommendations and this is driving
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support for the 30x30 campaign, a push to
protect 30% of the world by 2030. Currently,
only about 7% of the ocean is protected and
of that just 2.6% is highly protected. COP15 is
the world’s chance to raise ambition and secure
critical commitments for marine protection.
–

Private investment has a key role in mobilizing
resources. However, for this to be effective
we must highlight the relevance of natural
capital to investors and clearly communicate
how it determines the result of each investor’s
decision. It will also be important to fund
innovative companies that are leveraging naturebased solutions to improve biodiversity.

As Elizabeth Mrema, Executive Secretary of the
Convention of Biological Diversity, said: “The ocean
is life.” COP15 is a great opportunity to bring in the
ocean community for integrated, mainstreamed

Wednesday 26 May,
16.00-17.15

ocean management into all sectors of the economy.
Without this, COP15 will be a failure.
Watch the session, Ocean and Biodiversity in the
Run-Up to COP15. here.
Friends of Ocean Action is supporting the
Convention on Biological Diversity ahead of
COP15, and was part of a two-day event following
the Virtual Ocean Dialogues on 6-7 June hosted
by China: “The business and finance journey
to Kunming: We are part of the solution”. This
event promoted the engagement of the business
community with biodiversity conservation and
raised awareness of the upcoming COP15 and the
Post 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. It also
called for ambitious commitments and concrete
action from the private sector that can help revert
biodiversity loss and build a healthier and more
sustainable future for all.

Ocean-Based Climate Solutions: 			
Tapping the Ocean’s Potential for COP26 Success
Since the Paris Agreement, we have seen growing awareness of how the ocean can
contribute to the sustainable functioning of our planet and climate, but the urgency of
the challenge has also grown. So, it’s clear that COP26 is absolutely pivotal as a point
in our calendar.
Elizabeth Cousens, President and CEO of the United Nations Foundation
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The ocean helps to regulate our climate. It absorbs
around 90% of the excess heat caused by human
activity. However, to ensure the ocean’s ability to
act as a buffer, global warming must be kept within
1.5 degrees. This requires a drastic reduction in
emissions within the decade and getting to net-zero
emissions by 2050. This session focused on how to
unleash the potential of marine nature-based climate
solutions and how governments, civil society and the
private sector can best implement these solutions:
–

–

Small island developing states, otherwise known
as “big ocean states”, are especially climatevulnerable and have demonstrated leadership in
efforts to tackle it head-on. Their voices need to
be amplified to ensure that we learn from their
experience. The Seychelles, for example, has
committed to protecting 30% of its exclusive
economic zone and has made elements of its
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
blue. The Seychelles government has also
issued a sovereign blue bond to give grants to
local communities to participate in the transition
to a blue-carbon, ocean-based economy.
The promises made in the Paris Agreement
must be fulfilled and implemented. This includes
the rapid scale of climate finance. One goal set
in the Agreement was that developing countries

would collectively provide $100 billion a year
to developing countries to adapt to climate
change, including ocean protection.
–

Non-state actors have an essential part to
play and can contribute to an “ambition loop”
where government policy and private sector
leadership reinforce each other to raise climate
action. This can be done by joining the Race
to Zero campaign which rallies businesses,
cities, regions and investors for a zero-carbon
future; seeking to secure commitments to
halving greenhouse gas emissions by 2030;
and achieving net-zero emissions as soon as
possible but by 2050 at the latest.

–

Climate change bears considerable adaptation
costs. For Kenya, for example, this will require
about $62 billion within the decade. Natural
capital provides free ecosystem services that
can help offset this amount, which is why
nature-based solutions, especially blue naturebased solutions such as mangroves and
seagrasses, are fundamental for significant
progress in tackling climate change.

Watch the session, Ocean-Based Climate
Solutions: Tapping the Ocean’s Potential for COP26
Success, here.

Private sessions
In addition to the four main sessions, the Virtual
Ocean Dialogues included two private sessions that
allowed in-depth discussions on forging the Blue
Food Partnership and ameliorating coastal resilience.
The Blue Food Partnership is a timely new initiative
led by Friends of Ocean Action following research
undertaken through the Blue Food Assessment. It is
set to be launched at the Sustainable Development
Impact Summit 2021, building on the momentum
around the blue food agenda in global narratives
connected to the UN Food System Summit and the
High-Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean Economy.
The partnership aims to catalyse science-based
actions towards healthy and sustainable blue food
value chains by integrating the critical role of blue
food in sustainability narratives at a policy level in
international forums, and identifying and scaling precompetitive initiatives on priority blue food topics.
In discussing the development of the Blue Food
Partnership, the session explored how to leverage
this year’s UN Food Systems Summit to break
down silos within and between not just industries
but also governments and science. It also included
discussions on catalysing science-based actions

for healthy and sustainable blue food value chains
through the scaling of pre-competitive initiatives on
priority blue food topics.
The Coastal Resilience Roundtable focused
on the drastic increase in climate change risks
facing coastlines around the globe and the urgent
need to shift coastal resilience strategies. The
interconnected nature of climate change and
biodiversity loss calls for innovative, ecosystembased approaches to effectively strengthen coastal
resilience, without degrading the ecosystems that
play a critical role in mitigating climate change. The
session resulted in action-oriented outcomes, with
a call for coastal resilience literacy as well as more
focused dialogues with governments and corporate
actors to identify and develop incentives for naturebased solutions and ecosystem approaches.
Identifying and increasing case studies will help
demonstrate the value and cost-effectiveness of
nature-based solutions and their role in maintaining
average global temperatures at 1.5°C. We must
convey the business case for incorporating
ecosystem approaches in coastal resilience
strategies to effectively address the multiple crises
facing the ocean, the planet and all its inhabitants.
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Communications
snapshot
Using integrated and comprehensive communications activities during the event, the Virtual Ocean
Dialogues have helped reach hundreds of thousands of ocean advocates, providing inspiration and ideas
for how everyone can take ocean action. Some of our outreach work includes the following:

Event website and programme
The Virtual Ocean Dialogues event website,
hosting all programme details, was also available
in Japanese. The website includes the livestreams
of the main session to watch again and includes
captions in English, French, Spanish and Mandarin.
It also features a special liveblog with key quotes,
highlights and announcements during the event.
Press
Journalists were strongly encouraged to follow the
Virtual Ocean Dialogues main sessions live on the
website, including through a launch press release,
which was also published in Japanese.
Social media
Highlights from the Virtual Ocean Dialogues were
live-tweeted throughout the week with the hashtags
#OceanDialogues, #OceanAction and #SDG14+
from the @FriendsofOcean and @wef Twitter
accounts. These tweets included scene-setter
videos about ocean science, blue food, marine
biodiversity and ocean-based climate solutions to
provide context and highlight the importance of
these critical issues for each of the main sessions.
The World Economic Forum Instagram and
Facebook profiles also shared related rolling
stories about the Virtual Ocean Dialogues which
have been viewed over 2 million times so far. To
further encourage participants and speakers to
spread the word about the Dialogues, we provided
social media guidelines and social tiles in this
communications pack.
The Virtual Ocean Dialogues also released content
in Chinese through the Friends of Ocean Action’s
WeChat account and the World Economic Forum’s
WeChat account.
Graphic recordings
The graphic recordings of the main sessions
(presented earlier in the report), created by the
talented designer Fanny Didou (Sketching the
Move), were shared on social media to increase
momentum around the Virtual Ocean Dialogues and
present a visual summary of the content:

–

Leveraging the Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development

–

Food from the ocean, rivers and lakes –
essential for food systems

–

Ocean and biodiversity in the run-up to COP15

–

Ocean-based climate solutions: tapping the
ocean’s potential for COP26 success

Thought leadership
A suite of new ocean blog articles for Virtual Ocean
Dialogues was published on the World Economic
Forum’s Agenda blog space, by members of
Friends of Ocean Action and others across the
global ocean space. Here are some examples:
–

Kristian Teleki on 5 things we can do in 2021 to
protect the ocean and save lives, also published
by Forbes, by Caixin in China and on Agenda in
Japanese

–

Daniela Fernandez on how youth must be
empowered as key change-makers for the
ocean

–

Peter Thomson on the ocean-climate nexus

–

Maria Damanaki on how ending harmful
fisheries subsidies will improve ocean health

–

Peter de Menocal on advances in data
observation to understand and protect the
ocean at scale

–

Guo Jingjing and Su Jilan on China’s role in
ensuring a healthy and resilient ocean

–

Alfredo Giron-Nava and Anastasia Quintana
on mainstreaming ocean protection that is
equitable and inclusive

–

Razan Al Mubarak on tackling the biodiversity
and climate crises together

–

Ian Urbina on the power of music to
communicate about lawlessness at sea
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For the full list of blogs, check out the Virtual Ocean
Dialogues website
Radio Davos
The Virtual Ocean Dialogues were highlighted in
Radio Davos, an official podcast from the World
Economic Forum which looks at the world’s biggest
problems and how to solve them. The podcast also
featured Friend of Ocean Action and CEO of REV
Ocean, Nina Jensen, to talk through the key points
from the Virtual Ocean Dialogues and Climate
Breakthroughs. Listen to the episode on climate
change and the ocean here.

The Virtual
Ocean Dialogues
have become a
key waymarker in
global efforts to
secure the ocean’s
health.
Peter Thomson, UN
Secretary General’s
Special Envoy for the
Ocean and Co-Chair
of Friends of Ocean
Action

Announcements
The Virtual Ocean Dialogues served as a launchpad
to amplify several exciting announcements to
advance ocean action. On 25 May, the UpLink
Ocean Blue Food Challenge was launched to seek
innovations for sustainable and equitable food
from the ocean. UpLink is the World Economic
Forum’s crowd-engagement platform connecting
entrepreneurs to the networks, resources and
expertise needed to turn their ideas into actions.
The UpLink Ocean Blue Food Challenge calls for
solutions to support global food systems through
nutritional, sustainable, ethical and economically
viable blue food, and submissions are welcome until
6th July.
The last session of the Virtual Ocean Dialogues
included an official announcement from Zac
Goldsmith, Minister of State for Pacific and the
Environment of the United Kingdom, that the UK
has become a full member of the Ocean Risk and
Resilience Action Alliance (ORRAA). ORRAA aims to
drive $500 million of investment into nature-based
solutions by 2030 and surface at least 15 novel
finance products by 2025 that incentivize private
and blended finance into coastal natural capital.
Read the news story about the announcement here.

The Virtual Ocean Dialogues also included the
launch of the Ocean Health Youth Council. This
council, led by the Sustainable Ocean Alliance
(SOA) with Friends of Ocean Action, will create
a mentoring programme for youth voices and
provide opportunities for active participation in
the development of Friends of Ocean Action’s
impact pillars. The collaboration aims to bring a
fresh perspective from youth voices on the ocean
agenda, connecting a diverse network of young
stakeholders to policy, science and business into an
inclusive platform. Read about this Agenda blog on
empowering the next generation of ocean leaders
from Daniela Fernandez, founder of the Sustainable
Ocean Alliance.
Finally, the Virtual Ocean Dialogues wrapped up
with members of Friends of Ocean Action signing
the Ocean Super Year Declaration, also available
in Spanish, Mandarin and French. The declaration
serves as a powerful call to action that defines
the progress we must establish in 2021, the new
“Ocean Super Year”, and the aims, ambitions
and hopes of specific policy dialogues happening
throughout this year.
Music
Tune into the main sessions on the event website
and you will hear our event holding music. This is
an excerpt from Survived, a short track created
by Yasser Farouk, an artist featured in The Outlaw
Ocean Music Project. The project, created by reporter
Ian Urbina, New York Times, is a journalistic non-profit
that raises awareness of human rights abuses and
environmental crimes that happen at sea using both
traditional and original models of storytelling.
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Way forward

Kristian Teleki
Director, 		
Friends of Ocean Action,
World Economic Forum

It has never been more critical to fast-track
solutions for a resilient and thriving ocean. The
range of major global summits and forum in the
coming months offers a tremendous opportunity not
only to acknowledge the ocean’s transformative role
in tackling climate change, supporting global food
systems and rebuilding the health of the natural
world but also to galvanize global momentum and
action to ensure the ocean remains healthy and
thriving into the future.
The Virtual Ocean Dialogues are not just about
talking. What we do is ocean action, and all our
efforts are designed to bring as many people along
as we can in committing to ambitious steps and
bold plans to achieve just that. As we saw in the
Dialogues this year across our roster of speakers,
members of Friends of Ocean Action and our
extended community come from the highest level
of the public, private, academia and civil society
sectors. These individuals have the agency to make
change happen in their various spheres and, by
pulling together their ideas and drive, we hope to
continue leveraging effective ocean action.
Concrete outcomes and paths ahead include those
on blue food, for which we are working with the UN

Food Systems Summit team and the EAT Foundation,
as well as taking steps to create a new Blue Food
Partnership for private sector leadership in this field.
On the UN Ocean Decade we are continuing to
collaborate with the World Economic Forum’s Centre
for the Fourth Industrial Revolution for the Ocean
(C4IRO) to advance ocean data transparency. On
the ocean-climate link we are working with the UN
High-Level Champions and connecting with UNFCCC
to ensure that the ocean remains central in defining
solutions to climate change.
Friends of Ocean Action is also embarking on a new
mangrove project and working with the Ocean Risk
and Resilience Action Alliance on bolstering ocean
resilience. Friends of Ocean Action also launched
the Ocean Super Year Declaration, summarizing
the actions we believe are critical for ocean health
across a range of key summits and policy forums
in the coming months. I invite you to read it and
consider how you can contribute to its fruition.
If we do not act now, our children will face problems
we could have avoided today. I invite anyone with
an interest in our shared future on this blue planet
to join the conversation and get engaged, to help
shape a brighter tomorrow for people and planet.
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